TEHRAN (AFP) —Tran caBed Sunday on Iraq and ihe six 
Gulf Arab monarchies adjoin it in sating up a joint fcaw to 
protect the enyboomeffl in theGulf. “The eight countries of 
ihe region wflfcrxjpcrahr ter avoid poHutiwi and may deploy 
a maritime guard in their territorial and in international 
waters'* foil's Vice President Had Manafi wid. Mr. Man- 
afi. quoad by the official news agency IRNA, was referring 
to lr^ Iraq. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. Bahrain. Oman; Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAEi. The vice president 
said oH. tankers and foreigo warships, especially U.S. ves- 
sels, w<k responsible for much Gulf pollution along with 
toxic wasfc discharged Jjam lactoses m the region. Iranian 
militrry and political officials have increasingly talked of a 
security pact in the Guffi ansd wanning lies between ihe 
Islamic Republic and its Gulf Arab neighbours. 
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2 Italian tourists seized 
by Yemeni tribesmen 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni tribesmen have kidnapped 
two Italian tourists near the capital Sana;u the blest in 
a suing of kidnappings in the poor Arab state, a secu- 
rity source said Sunday. The man and the woman were 
kidnapped together with their Yemeni driver and a 
lour guide, u ho is also believed to be Yemeni. Satur- 
day in Khohn. about 50 kilometres east of Sanaa, the 
source told Reuters. The source gave no fun her 
details, and it was not clear if the hostage-laker* had 
made any demands. The Italian embassy in Sanaa said 
negotiations were under way, but declined to give any 
details. "We hope ihai things will be solved." an 
embassy official said. 


Volume 22 Number 6594 


AMMAN MONDAY, JULY 28, 1997, RABI I 23, 1418 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Israel apologises 
to Jordan over 
harassment 

TEL AVIV (AH’) — Israel 
apologised to Jordan for 
harassing a Jordanian con- 
sular employee who was 
detained for Jive hours 
during a military mud 
block around the West 
Bank, the foreign ministry 
announced Sunday. Jordan 
made an official protest 
about the incident, which 
took place over Wednes- 
day night. Israeli public 
television reported that sol- 
diers insulted Ute employ- 
ee during a five-hour 
detention even though he 
hud diplomatic immunity 
and was driving a car with 
diplomatic plates. “It is a 
regrettable me idem, which 
is explained by the fact 
that the soldiers posted at a 
blockade too often ignore 
the instructions relating to 
diplomats," said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Aviv 
Shiran. “The affair was set- 
tled when the commander 
became aware of the situa- 
tion." he added. 


Sudan renews call 
for Arab summit 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has renewed its call 
for an Arab summit to dis- 
cuss the crisis in die Mid- 
dle East peace process, 
press reports said Sunday. 
Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail reit- 
erated iris government's 
support for -calls by Libya, 
Iraq and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PN A) 
for a summit, the Al Anbaa 
daily said. "We have noti- 
fied the Egyptian govern- 
ment of our consent to con- 
vening the Arab summit 
which was originally pro- 
posed to be held on July 
16," Mr. Ismail said, quot- 
ed by the paper. He also 
criticised Israel over its 
continued insistence on 
maintaining control of the 
Golan Heights. Sudanese 
President Omar Bashir 
Tuesday voiced his support 
for a call by Iraq for a sum- 
mit.. The Palestine National 
Authority also called earli- 
er this month for a summit, 
as did Libya. 

Algerian rebels 
kill 13 in latest 
massacre — press 

PARIS <R) — Suspected 
Islamist rebels killed 13 
people in a hamlet in Alge- 
ria, the latest in a series of 
massacres in the past week 
in which scores have died 
by having their throats cut, 
an Algerian newspaper said 
Sunday. Al Khabar said 
Muslim guerrillas raided 
Sidi , Salem village in 
Medea province, 70 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, 
Friday night and killed 13 
people, including three 
women. Another 1 3 people 
were wounded, seven of 
whom were in a serious 
condition. 

Suspected terrorist 
dies in bomb 
explosion in TYirkey 

BODRUM (AP) — A sus- 
pected terrorist was killed 
Sunday in this Aegean 
resort when a bomb she 
was trying to plant in a 
public restroom exploded 
prematurely, authorities 
said. The bomb, placed ; 
near a shopping mall, 
exploded shortly after mid- 
night, regional Gov. Ugur j 
Boran said. Bodrum, some j 
1,100 kilometres southwest 
of the capital, Ankara, 
attracts thousands of Turk- 
ish and foreign tourists 
each year, and many people 
were strolling through the 
mall when the bomb went 
off. None of them was 
injured. 



jfl r 


ts ... 


umiics SOCCer aimaiUt 

jordanians take to the streets in celebration of historical vin 


pf fri 




By Aleen Baonayan 

Jnidtiu Times Staff Reporter 

JORDAN SUNDAY 
scored its biggest sporting 
achievement when the soc- 
cJordan clinches Pan- Arab 
Games soccer gold medal 

er team beat Syria J -0 to 
win the gold medal at the 
8rh Pan -Arab Games 

which concluded in Beirut 
following the match. 

Jiryes Tadros scored the 
game-winning goal in the 
38th minute of the second 
half sealing the team’s pre- 
cious win and capping a 
successful Jordanian par- 
ticipation in the Games 
(see story on page 10). 

Jordan's only previous 
gold medal in team sports 
at the Pan-Arab Games 
came when the men’s bas- 
ketball team clinched first 
place in the 1 985 Games in 
Morocco. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Sunday congratulated 
the team on their impres- 
sive record and donated JD 
10,000 to the team. In a 
telephone call with Jordan 
Television, King Hussein 
congratulated Jordanian 



Bashar Srour (centre) of Syria fights to take the ball from Rafat AJi Jabar (right) of Jor- 
dan during their match at the Pan-Arab Games in Beirut Sunday when Jordan beat Syria 
1-0 in the match and won the gold medal (Reuters photo) 


athletes for their achieve- 
ments in the Beirut Games 
particularly those who 
earned gold, silver and 
bronze medals. 

Referring to Jordan's bid 


to host the 2001 Pan- A rah 
Games, His Majesty said: 
"We will do our uimost to 
provide the best opportu- 
nities to make the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games a success.” 


Delegation sources said 
that the King will receive 
the team following Lheir 


(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. Jewish magnate insists 
can build in Arab Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A U.S. Jewish real 
estate baron authorised to 
build a potentially explo- 
sive Jewish enclave in Arab 
east Jerusalem said Sunday 
attempts to block the plan 
were “racist." 

Irving Moskowitz. a 
Miami-based businessman 
who bankrolls Jewish set- 
tlement in occupied areas, 
was granted Thursday a 
Jerusalem municipality 
permit to build some 70 
Jewish homes in the 
11.000-strong Arab neigh- 
bourhood of Ras Al 
Amoud. Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
was apparently taken by 
surprise by the go-ahead 
for the project — which 
drew sharp Palestinian and 
Arab condemnation — and 
said he was working to 
block the plan "at this 
time." 

“The property was pur- 
chased by me personally," 
Mr. Moskowitz told Israel's 
army radio in his first pub- 
lic comments since the 
Jerusalem municipality 
planted the latest land mine 
in the path of struggling 
Middle East peace efforts. 

“This is not a political 


issue. Its a simple issue of 
the right of a property 
owner to build on his prop- 
erty. To deny it because 1 
am Jewish and Arabs are 
opposed to it is racism," 
Mr. Moskowitz said. 

He declined comment 
when asked whether he 
would heed an appeal from 
Mr. Netanyahu to delay the 
plan. 

"The entire subject of 
whether I should build or 
not is ludicrous because l 
have a right to build. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan, Palestine lash 
out at settlement plans 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials Sun- 
day once again lashed out 
at plans by a Jewish Amer- 
ican billionaire to build a 
settlement for Jews in Ras 
Al Amoud in occupied east 
Jerusalem. 

Speaking to the press 
after a meeting with Minis- 


Jewish extremists arrested before 
entering Al Aqsa Mosque to pray 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israeli police arrested on 
Sunday three Jewish extremists who wanted to pray at the Al Aqsa 
Mosque complex in Arab east Jerusalem, court officials said. 

A Jerusalem court had granted Yehuda Etzion, bead of the 
extreme right tt Hai Vfekayanf group, authorisation to pray on the 
rampound as long as he came atone, did not wear a prayer shawl 
and “mnmwred” his prayer so as not to disturb Muslim worship- 
pers. • 

P^ce, however, decided to ban Etzion and two of his support- 
ers firm praying inthe compound “to prevent them from disturb- 
public ordec'Tbe three men were stopped by police before 
entering the mosque complex and after rhey refused to leave were 
arrested, the officials said. 


ter of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh, Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation (PLOl 
official Mahmoud Abbas 
said: "We are against any 
settlement activity whether 
in JabaJ Abu Ghneim or in 
Ras Al Amoud.” 

"We consider any settle- 
ment activity as illegal and 
contrary to (U.N.) Security 
Council resolution 242. 
These settlements are ille- 
gitimate, and we will not 
accepr and acknowledge 
them,” Mr. Abbas said. 

Dr. Tarawneh said the 
new Israeli settlement plan 
contradicts the Israeli- 
Palesunian agreement 
which calls for restraint on 
any step that would nega- 
tively affect the final status 
talks between the two sides. 

Irving Moskowitz, an 
American businessman, got 
initial approval to build a 
new settlement in the Arab 
neighbourhood of Ras AJ 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Belgian King Albert II (left) Sunday presents his condolences to the members 
of the Jordanian Royal Falcons patrol after he left the mortuary chapel of the 
Ostende Semiys Hospital. A plane from the Jordan Royal Falcons crashed Sat- 
urday into the public, killing eight and injuring 55 during the Ostende Air 
Show (AFP photo) 

One injured in Belgian 
show remains in danger 

OSTENDE (Rl — Eight 

people died and one was 

fighting for his life after a 

light plane mounting an 

aerobatics display crashed 

onto a Red Cross tent at an pf.** 

air show in the Belgian ^ 

coastal town of Ostende. - .-<T. % ' 

"The figure of eight is r :'y? • 
temporary... we hope it 
stays that way... We are not 

very sure.” Interior Minis- • f. 

ter Johan Vande Lanotie . „ 

Hani Bilal of Jordan's ■" 

Royal Falcons aerobatics V/V-’V.'/v.- ~ Tm y i . r 

display team, was among ^ ' g» £** 

those who died in the crash ™ 

which took place late on . 

Saturday afternoon. t 

A Frenchman and his 22- 

month-old daughter and File photo taken June 11, 1997 during an air show 
five Belgian men. most in near the German city of Finow shows the late Jor- 
their late twenties and early danian airforce pilot Omar Hani Bilal (AFP photo) 
thirties also died, Joan 

dddSe h r“cu ? mSen,^: King expresses grief over 

cation unit, told a news , Y»"i i 

conference at Ostende air- death OI Capt. UlMr Bilal 
port on Sunday. 

h-^ 5 ' AMMAN (J.T.) — His 1995 and 1996. 

Jsf. on Majesty King Hussein The late Capt. Bilal who 

^ a {** ,?1 . f .' r Sunday expressed deep had been decorated with 

is dear Burning fuel from . f £ ver ^ ^ A , Hussein Silver Medal 

-horrJ^ ih-ir kJh; P c Captain Omar Hani Bilal, had also taken part in Air 

chane ih -• * member of the Jordanian Tattoo airshows in Britain 

A?r Royal Falcons team whose and France and was this 

P'“ e " year scheduled totake pan 

, * m i a during a stunt manoeuvre in air shows to be held in 

control dunno a solo dis- a ian ^ show near Turkey ^ llaly . 

p !ay and crashed, raining ln expressing his sorrow 

debns oti the crowd and ^ laU , Capl BUa , had over ^ death of Capt 

'^k ra ^ WI " presented unique perfor- Bilal. King Hussein con- 
a mances in various interna- veyed his condolences to 

Thirty of the 57 injured , ionaI airehows around the C apL Bilals bereaved 

have ton able u .return WQr|d ^ won ^gh family, his colleagues in 

esteem for his skills. He the Jordanian Royal Fal- 

P f had won the Bertling cup cons and the Royal Jor- 

be cnucally dl the health f ^ performances in danian Air Force, 

of two stabilised on Sun- ^ 

d ^ri,o die crowd, which is not that a display must be inter- 
im the ctvoe thp nitm allo we d." he said. Possible ropted when a plane crosses 

to the scene, said tbepriot causes were {f[ health the so-called display line, 

s *pl^^ e ° S C ° n " human error or a technical usually the runway, and 

fv ^rt? erta ir ^ Air show rules dictate. (Continued on page 7| 
moment flew directly over K 6 


File photo taken June 11, 1997 during an air show 
near the German city of Finow shows the late Jor- 
danian airforce pilot Omar Hani Bilal (AFP photo) 

King expresses grief over 
death of Capt. Omar Bilal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday expressed deep 
grief over the death of 
Captain Omar Hani Bilal, 
member of the Jordanian 
Royal Falcons team whose 
plane crashed Saturday 
during a stunt manoeuvre 
at a Belgian air show near 
Ostende. 

The late Capt. Bilal had 
presented unique perfor- 
mances in various interna- 
tional airshows around the 
world and won high 
esteem for bis skills. He 
had won the Bertling cup 
for his performances in 

the crowd- which is not 
allowed,” he said. Possible 
causes were ill health, 
human error or a technical 
problem. 

Air show rules dictate. 


1995 and 1996. 

The late Capt. Bilal who 
had been decorated with 
Al Hussein Silver Medal 
had also taken part in Air 
Tattoo airshows in Britain 
and France and was this 
year scheduled to take part 
in air shows to be held in 
Turkey and Italy. 

In expressing his sorrow 
over the death of Capt. 
Bilal. King Hussein con- 
veyed his condolences to 
Capt. Bilal's bereaved 
family, his colleagues in 
the Jordanian Royal Fal- 
cons and the Royal Jor- 
danian Air Force. 

that a display must be inter- 
rupted when a plane crosses 
the so-called display line, 
usually the runway, and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Biological inspectors start job Syria writes off hope for 
in Iraq after end of Butler visit P eace under Netanyahu 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A 
UJN. biological weapons 
inspection team began 
checking monitoring equip- 
ment Sunday in what could 
be the first test of a sup- 
posed new spirit of co- 
operation by Iraq noted by 
the chief U.N. arms inspec- 
tor. 

The team, headed by Ger- 
man biological inspector 
Garbieie Kraatz-Wadsack, 
arrived Saturday and began 
work Sunday morning, 
according to Joe Lomas, 
director of the local U.N. 
arms monitoring operation. 

“Their mission is going to 
be to inspect sites undergo- 


ing monitoring by the resi- 
dent Baghdad Monitoring 
and Verification Centre,” 
he said. 

The team is the first to 
arrive since the visit last 
week of the new chief 
weapons inspector, Aus- 
tralian Richard Butler. Mr. 
Butler said he found “a new 
spirit of cooperation, a new 
sense of determination” 
that could bring results in 
three or four weeks. 

The comments were a 
marked change from those 
of his predecessor, Rolf 
Ekeus, who frequently 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S., U.K. aim to ‘kill more 
Iraqis, ’ charges Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (AFPl — 
Iraq's commerce minister 
accused the United States 
and Britain Sunday of aim- 
ing “to kill more Iraqis” by 
holding up contracts for 
food and medical supplies. 

The United Nations has 
“received sums for (war) 
reparations and U.N. 
inspection missions, while 
the food and medicine” 
under the oil-for-food deal 
is being delayed, said 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh. 


He renewed charges that 
the United States, with the 
support of Britain, was 
working within the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee to 
hold up Iraq’s contracts for 
humanitarian imports under 
the deal which was 
launched in December. 

The aim of the delay was 
“to kill more Iraqis.” 

Sanctions-hir Baghdad 
resumed limited oil exports 

(Continued on page 7) 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria said Sunday there will 
be no progress in the Middle 
East peace process so long 
as hardline Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu remains in 
power 

“Any progress in the peace 
process is impossible with 
Netanyahu’s government, 
which refuses to abide by 
U.N. resolutions and wants 
to return ( Israeli -Syrian ) 
negotiations to the starting 
point." the official daily AJ 
Thawra wrote. 

The newspaper con- 
demned a bill approved by 
the Israeli parliament aimed 
at blocking any Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan 


Heights as well as plans to 
build Jewish settlements in 
occupied Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

It said Mr. Netanyahu “is 
slamming all doors shut on 
peace and sabotages any 
attempt to resume negotia- 
tions” between Israel and the 
Arabs. 

'The policy of Mr. 

Netanyahu's government 
flies in the face, of appeals 
from the international com- 
munity and could lead the 
region straight into war,” Al 
Thawra added 

The Israeli Knesset 
approved a bill last week 


stipulating a 
majority in 


two-thirds 

parliament 


before anv Israeli withdraw- 


al from the Golan, which the 
Jewish state captured from 
Syria in 1967. 

Syria says Israel’s former 
Labour government pledged 
to hand back the Golan 
before peace talks were bro- 
ken oft in February 1996. 
and insists negotiations 
resume at the same" point. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
refused, calling on Syria to 
return to the negotiating 
table without any precondi- 
tions. 

Israel's peace talks with 
the Palestinians have also 
been frozen since mid- 
March when Israel began 
work on a 6.500-home set- 
tlement in occupied Arab 
east Jerusalem. 
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Kuwaiti MPs attempt more 
control over oil drilling rights 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
parliament moved to curb 
the government’s executive 
powers for fear it might sign 
domestic oil production and 
exploration deals with for- 
eign firms, a leading MP 
said Sunday. 

“The aim of the request is 
to make the government not 
even use its executive pow- 
ers before consulting parlia- 
ment first,” Islamist MP 
Nasser Sanea, head of par- 
liament's finance committee, 
told Reuters. 

Parliament late Saturday 
approved a recommenda- 
tion, co-presented by Mr. 
Sanea, requesting the gov- 
ernment to present parlia- 
ment with any proposed 
deals for joint oil exploration 
and production with foreign 
firms. 

But the three requests 
relating to the oil industry 
which were passed are large- 
ly “political and not consti- 
tutional obligations” as they 
were not made law, a politi- 
cal source said. 

Political sources said MPs 
were concerned (he coun- 
try's supreme Petroleum 


Council was planning to dis- 
cuss soon the possibility of 
upgrading existing fee-for- 
services technical assistance 
accords with global oil 
majors to a formula which 
could include production 
sharing. 

The MPs were also con- 
cerned the government 
would move to renew a con- 
cession deal with Japan's 
Arabian Oil Co Ltd (AOO 
for offshore operations with- 
in the border neutral zone 
which Kuwait shares with 
Saudi Arabia. 

“We are not against AOC 
but we want to see the new 
deal first," said Mr. Sanea. 
Kuwait has hinted that it was 
inclined to renew the con- 
cession accord which 
expires the year 2003. 

AOC plans to raise output 
by some 50,000 bpd to 
350,000 bpd by 2000. Japan- 
ese interests hold the majori- 
ty of AOC’s stock while 
Kuwait and Riyadh each 
hold a 10 per cent stake. 

AOC’s accord with Riyadh 
expires the year 2000. 

Mr. Sanea said he quickly 
drafted the request after Oil 


Minister Isa Mazeedi "did 
not assure me.” 

“I said even if it is within 
your domain I want assur- 
ances from the government. 
We wanted to hear it, we 
wanted the government to 
say it blundy he said 

Some MPs argue that they 
have the constitutional right 
to approve any accords deal- 
ing with natural resources. 
Kuwait, which has an OPEC 
quota of two million barrels 
per day, controls about 10 
per cent of the world’s 
proven oil reserves. 

Industry experts say giants 
like British Petroleum PLC 
Chevron Total S A were keen 
to sign technical deals to be 
involved in the Gulf state’s 
oil industry for hope they 
would eventually have joint 
exploration and production 
accords. 

“But this is a matter of 
national sovereignty. We do 
not want them to takeover 
parts of strategic (oil) opera- 
tions,” said Mr. Sanea. “Par- 
liament has to be consulted 
first Now there is political 
obligation...” 

Kuwait is working to raise 


production capacity by 
about one million bpd to 3.5 
million bpd early in the next 
century. 

Kuwait which gained 
independence from Britain 
iD 1961, nationalised the oil 
industry in the 1970s, form- 
ing in 1980 the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corp. (KPQ 
which has grown to become 
one of the world’s 10 largest 
oil firms. 

Another request passed by 
parliament called on KPC to 
coordinate investment poli- 
cies with state Kuwait 
investment authority which 
runs a foreign portfolio of 
over $40 billion. 

A third request asked KPC 
and its subsidiaries to notify 
parliament prior to conclud- 
ing new deals or projects. 

KPC, which runs Kuwait's 
oil industry, owns firms 
which produce, refine, ship 
and market oil and petro- 
chemicals and explore for oil 
and gas in Kuwait and 
abroad 


Mubarak 
sons pursue 
libel action 
against 
Saudi press 
group 

CAIRO (AFP; — A libel 
trial brought by the two 
sons of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak against a 
Saudi newspaper group is to 
continue in September after 
they refused to drop their 
case, a court said Sunday. 

The Asharq A1 Awsat 
group apologised to Alaa 
and Gamal Mubarak about 
an article implicating them 
in shady business dealings 
when die trial first opened a 
week ago at a Cairo court. 

But the pair said they 
would pursue their libel 
action against two editors 
and four journalists from 
the group. The court 
adjourned Sunday until 
September?. 

The Mubaraks’ lawyer, 
Ragai Atteya. said the news- 
paper group committed a 
“crime as part of an evil 
plan to destroy their reputa- 
tion." 

The London-based 

Asharq A1 Awsat daily car- 
ried an advertisement in 
May for an article to appear 
in a sister paper A1 Jadida 
implicating the Mubaraks in 
corruption. 

Distribution of A1 Jadida 
was blocked and very few 
copies were sold, although 
Atteya produced 15 copies 
during Sunday's bearing. 


Date of Rafsanjani ’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia not clear — Iranian official 


DUBAI (R) — Iranian Pres- 
ident Akbar Hasherai Raf- 
sanjani will visit Saudi Ara- 
bia later this year in a fur- 
ther sign of closer ties 
between the region's two 
heavyweights, an Iranian 
embassy official in Riyadh 
said on Sunday. 

But the Islamic Repub- 
lic’s veteran foreign minis- 
ter, Ali Akbar Velayati, cast 
doubt on prospects for a 
visit 

The official at Iran's 
Saudi mission said Mr. Raf- 
sanjani. who steps down as 
president next month after 
serving, the maximum two 
four-year terms permitted 
by law, was scheduled to 
visit Saudi Arabia later this 
year. 

"The visit will happen but 
the date is not clear now,” 
the official said. 

But Mr. Velayati said: “I 
think Mr. Rafsanjani's visit 
to Saudi Arabia is unlikely. 

“If such a visit were due, 
the procedures should have 
been prepared by the for- 


eign ministry,” be told the 
daily Kayhan in an inter- 
view. 

Saudi-owned Asharq A1 
Awsat newspaper on Sun- 
day reported that Mr. Raf- 
sanjani's visit would take 
place in November. 

Shiite Iran, the Gulf's 
non-Arab power, has had 
tense relations with S unni 
Saudi Arabia since Iran's 
1979 Islamic Revolution 
and diplomatic relations 
were severed in 1987 after 
rioting during the annual 
pilgrimage to Makkah. 

Saudi Arabia remains the 
main ally of die United 
States in the oil-rich Gulf 
while Washington has 
sought to isolate die- Islamic 
Republic, charging it with 
sponsoring international 
terrorism, threatening the 
Middle East peace process 
and developing weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Iran has repeatedly denied 
these allegations, which it 
says are used by Washing- 
ton to justify sales of U.S. 


Military equipment to Gulf 
Arab states. 

Senior Gulf sources have 
said that the growing role of 
Saudi King Fahd's desig- 
nated heir. Crown Prince 
Abdullah, in foreign affairs 
had led to Riyadh's move to 
edge closer to Tehran. 

Both men met on the side- 
lines of an Islamic summit 
in Pakistan in March and 
this had led to an invitation 
for Mr. Rafsanjani to visit 
Saqsjj, Arabia. 

An envoy of King Fahd 
made a rare visit to Iran this 
month ahead of a s ummi t of 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference due in Tehran in 
December. 

Mr. Rafsanjani will be 
succeeded by president- 
elect Mohammad Khatami 
in August but is expected to 
retain a strong political and 
diplomatic role after the 
holdover of power. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran are 
two of the world’s top three 
oil exporters. 


Gulf seeks smoking ban 
on public transport, flights 


DUBAI (R) — The Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
said it was seeking to ban 
smoking on all public trans- 
port and domestic flights in 
the six-member alliance, the 
daily Saudi Gazette newspa- 
per said Sunday. 

The GCC’s general secre- 
tariat has also said it planned 
to ban cigarette and tobacco 
advertising in all media in 
member states Saudi Arabia. 


the United Arab Emirates. 
Oman. Kuwait, Bahrain and 
Qatar. 

Advertising executives in 
the Gulf have said the pro- 
posed media ban would 
strike a powerful blow to the 
region's young advertising 
sector and local economies. 

The Gulf is considered a 
major cigarette market, with 
annual imports in Saudi Ara- 
bia alone estimated at $800 


million. 

The steps are part of the 
GCC’s efforts to curb smok- 
ing. Gulf Arab states have 
already agreed to a gradual 
rise in cigarette duties to 100 
per cent by 2000. 

Some Gulf states have 
banned the import of ciga- 
rettes with more than 0.6 mg 
of nicotine and 10 mg of tar. 


'ANOTHER TUNNEL UP IN SMOKE: Israeli soldiers Sunday dynamited a tunnel dug by Palestinians from the Gaza 
Strip into Egypt and used for smuggling, military sources said. The army has already blown up five other tunnels 
■between the Strip and Egypt in recent months, claiming they are used to sneak weapons, drugs and goods into the 
’PNA-ruled area. Sunday's tunnel was near Rafah, the only crossing point between the Gaza Strip and Egypt (Afp 
photo) 
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Posters of Saddam, Assad hang 
side-by-side at Iraq exhibition 



BAGHDAD (AFP) — Posters of bitter 
rivals Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
and Syrian counterpart Hafez AI Assad 
hung side-by-side at the opening of a 
trade fair here Sunday of pharmaceutical 
goods from Syria. 

In a further sign of an easing in rela- 
tions between the two Arab neighbours 
which severed ties in 1980, (be Syrian 
flag fluttered over the Baghdad Interna- 
tional Fair. 

Health Minister Umid Medhat 
Mubarak and Commerce Minister 
Mohammad Mebdi Saleh took part in an 
opening ceremony for die three-day 
exhibition, in which 38 Syrian firms are 
vying for Iraqi contracts. 

Mr. Saleh said his sanctioos-hil coun- 


try is in the market for much higher con- 
tracts than the $20 million worth signed 
with Syria toward the end of the first six 
months of (he UN. ofl-for-food deal 

Under the accord, Iraq started export- 
ing crude in December to finance 
imports of food and medicine. It was 
renewed for another six months in June. 

Another Syrian trade delegation is due 
in Baghdad at the start of August to dis- 
cuss food contracts, following a ground- 
breaking visit by Syrian businessmen in 
May, Mr. Saleh said. 

Relations between Syria and Iraq, 
which are ruled by rival wings of the 
Baaih Party, have wanned over the last 
three months and their border has 
reopened to businessmen after a closure 


of 15 years. 

Iraq, which has been under sanctions 
imposed after it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990, has asked for UK 
approval to import goods through the 
Syrian border under the oll-for-food 
accord. 

A delegation of Iraqi industrial leaders 
is due in Damascus soon to examine 
ways to boost trade. 

Foreign Minister Mohammad Said 
Sahhaf has backed a normalisation of 
relations with Syria. “We want to turn a 
new page with Syria, to fully re-establish 
ties and reopen embassies,” he said. But 
Syria has said it is too early for apoliti- 
cal normalisation. 




Jewish settlers have found 
a rich backer in Moskowitz 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — U.S. millionaire Irv- 
ing Moskowitz’s attempt to 
build a potentially explosive 
new Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem is only his latest 
project aimed at crowding out 
any Palestinian claim to the 
Holy City. 

Since the 1970s, Moskowitz, 
a wealthy Jewish property 
developer from Miami, has 
become a primary financial 
backer of right-wing Jewish 
religious groups trying to 
"Judaise" Arab east Jerusalem 
through the purchase of private 
property and construction. 

Mr. Moskowitz. 70, financed 
the opening of an archaeologi- 
cal tunnel near Muslim holy 
sites in Arab east Jerusalem 
last September, which sparked 
three days of violence in the 
Palestinian territories that left 
more than 80 de ad . 

He was one of the few guests 
invited to the night-time inau- 
guration of the controversial 
tunnel according to Israeli 


press repeals. 

His latest project, the con- 
struction of 70 new homes for 
Jews on land he owns at the 
foot of the Mount of Olives, 
would be the fist time Israel 
has built a settlement in the 
heart of a Palestinian district 

He put the project on hold 
Saturday because of strong 
opposition from the Israeli 
government and following 
Palestinian warnings that it 
represented “a declaration of 
war," sources close to him said. 

But the U.S. developer held 
out the option to begin con- 
struction in Ras Al Amoud, a 
neighbourhood of 11,000 
Palestinians, at a more oppor- 
tune time. 

"The subject of whether I 
should build or not is ludicrous 
because I have the right to 
build," Mr. Moskowitz told 
Israeli army radio Sunday. 

“It's a democratic country, 
and in any country of the 
world where there is democra- 
cy, the owner of a piece of land 


is allowed to build on that 
land." 

Mr. Moskowitz, a discreet 
neurological surgeon who 
wears a Joppa and is the father 
of eight children, has repeated- 
ly backed his words with 
money. 

He bankrolls right-wing 
nationalist and religious 
groups such as Aierei Cohan- 
im, whose goal is to buy up 
property in east Jerusalem 
annexed by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

The group has purchased 
land in Abu Dis. a Palestinian 
suburb of Jerusalem on the 
West Bank, and on the Mount 
of the Olives, in the Arab sec- 
tor of the Holy City, where it 
founded a Jewish religious 
seminaiy. 

Mr. Moskowitz has also 
financed the activities of El ad, 
a ultra-nationalist association 
which backed the construction 
of Jewish settlements in the 
Palestinian quarter of Silwan, 
next to Jerusalem's Old City. 


In addition, Mr. Moskowaz 
purchased a hotel in the cbkr 
district of Sheikh Janah in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

“We will build in Jerusalem, 
the capital of the Jews, because 
we have received all the neces- 
sary permits,” Mr Moskowiiz 
said in an interview published 
in the Maariv newspaper Sun- 
day. 

Over the years, the develop- 
er has expanded his activities 
with the purchase of land wa 
the Israel' settlement of K6r 
Darom in the ftJestiniaiHiifcd 
Gaza Strip, and partly financed 
the construction of an open-air 
theatre on the Golan Height 
which Israeli captured from 
Syria in 1967. According » 
Maariv. Mn Moskowitz h* 
tried to conduct his activities in 
the shadows using banks and 
front companies based in for- 
eign countries (see story on 
page 1). 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 


TeL 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:40 


16:05 


16:30 


I7K)0 

17:15 



18:10 

19:00 



19:30 

JMews Headline 

19J5 


20:00 


20-30 


21:10 


22.-00 


2235 

23:15 

Law and Order 



PRAYER 


De la SaDe Church Tel. 661757. 
Tfarra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian CathoBc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 


04:14... 


in Amman TeL 811295 

05:43 .. 


English-speaking 

12:42... 


Latin Catholics Parish 

16-^3.. 


614190. 

19:41... 



21:11... 

‘Isha 

WEATHER 


CHURCHES 

St. Maty of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anxumication 
TeL 637440. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures dropping gradually becom- 
ing around average and winds 
northwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate to active and seas calm. 


Mim/Max. temp. 

Amman .20/32 

Aqaba 27/40 

Deserts 18/36 

Jordan Valley 25/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 42 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent, 
Aqaba 2 1 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc Bassam Karadsheh 759200 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi 894788 

Dr. KhaCd M'addi 661 144 

De. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema phannay 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shraeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghad Ta’amneh ....250080 
Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


..v 

ZAJRQA: 

De Samir Al Laws 898601 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 6371 1 1 

Gvil D^bxe Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. .299 

Rescue Ptfce-_.192. 621 1 1 1,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank — ..775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints- —.605800 

Price Complaints. 661 176 

W.» & Sewrjgc Ccn^torts „S97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls —.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs- 661 101 

Jordan Television .........„„.7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power CO 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 
HOSPITALS 
AMMAN: 

HUssein Medical GMie —81 381 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

MaIhas.J. Amman. —636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmetsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali -.666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AL-Muhajreen —777 101/3 

Al-Bashir.- - 775111/26 

Army, Marka — — 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital -.674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL™ (09)986732 
Al HIkma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information ■ is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter* 
national Airport TeL ( 08)53200-5 
where if should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can he 
supplied on phone 08 (52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBghts 

08:05 Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 — Sanaa (RJ) 

09:30 —Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10-.20 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10 05 Beirut (RJ) 

15:25 Kuwait (RJ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

17 J0 London (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 


19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

19:30 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

19J5 — Milan (RJ) 

04:10 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ ) 
Other Flights 

13:45 — — Khartoum (SD) 

14:10 Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

14:10 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16a0 Doha (QR) 

19-.50 .Tel Aviv (L.Y) 

20:15 — Dubai (EFCj 

21:10 JParis. Damascus (AF) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:15 Cairo (MS) 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

QL2Q ..-Amsterdam. Damascus (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:05 Tel Aviv (RW) 

08:25 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

09:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (RW) 

lilO Amman I QAIA ) (RW) 

13:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

22:20 Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBghts 
06:45 Beirut (RJ) 


09:10 .Kuwait (RJ) 

10:45 Milan (RJ) 

12:20 .Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

13r35 Frankfurt (RJ> 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22.-05 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:25 ..Al ’Ain. Abu Dbabi (RJ) 

23:45 .Sanaa (RJ) 

23:59 .Damascus (RTJ 


%ASH 

Asi , 




jstanbul (TK) 


JBeirut(ME1 


Other Flights 

06:15 

08:45 

09:10 — ^London (BA) 

15:00 .Bahrain (Gfl 

15:00 _Khaitoum(SD) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 


5 the 
!s pla 


■S&i 


17:50 Doha(QR) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:15 Cairo (MS) 

23:55 ^Damascus. Paris (AR 

02:30 , Amsterdam (KL) 

04.-00 -Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:30 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

07:50 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

08:55 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

09-.50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) ' 

11:20 Aqaba (RW 

12:40 .—Amman (QAIA) 

21:30 Amman (QAIA) (RWJ 

22^0 Aqaba (RW* 


ai 


V 

Wa > 8:50 PJa . ; 



Jordan limes, Monday, July 28, 1997 




HRH Princess Rania AI Abdullah, president of the Jordan River Society, Sunday 
signs an agreement with Fakhr Eddin Restaurant, 'line agreement stipulates the 
display of the society’s handicrafts at the restaurant (Petra photo) 


6 Jordan to promote economic 
and trade ties with Palestine 9 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of industry. Trade and 
Supply Hani Mulki Sunday 
affirmed Jordan’s determi- 
nation to promote trade and 
economic ties with the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

He described such ties as 
part of the Kingdom’s con- 
tinued pan-Arab endeav- 
ours to solidify its national 
position for the 2 1st century. 

During the opening ses- 
sion of" a Jordan ian-Pales- 
tinian technical committee, 
meeting here to discuss 
means of facilitating trade 
and economic cooperation 
between Palestine and Jor- 
dan. Dr. Mulki affirmed 
that the two sides are deter- 
mined to take practical 
steps towards removing 
trade- barriers. 

The committee meeting 
was convened as the result 
of talks between Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam, 
Majali bad Palestinian" 
President Yasser Arafat in 
Ram ah ah last week. 

“In our talks this week, 
we are attempting to con- 
tain obstacles and discover 
ways to achieve our aspired 
goals," Dr. Mulki stated. 

“We are certain to find a 
mechanism for organising 


Palestinian-Jordaniun trade 
and economic relations,” be 
added. " And, thus, will we 
be empowered to increase 
the flow of goods between 
the two [peoples].” 

Khaled Salarueh, an advi- 
sor to Mr. Arafat, empha- 
sised the importance of 
resolving trade and eco- 
nomic issues between Jor- 
dan and Palestine as 
between Palestine and 
Israel. 

Referring to a trade 
agreement reached two 
years ago between the 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis, Mr. Salameb main- 
tained that during the Paris 
negotiations, the Palestini- 
ans had jpven priority to 
political issues and were 
thus" compelled to accept a 
trade protocol, proposed by 
the Israelis,., in order to 
assure the success of politi- 
cal negotiations. 

“As a result, Israel has 
ensured their own domina- 
tion of Palestinian markets 
which they are reluctant to 
lose as all kinds of Israeli- 
made goods are sold there," 
Mr. Safameh explained. 

Israel currently sells $2.4 
billion worth of goods 
annuall y to Palestinian 


markets, he said, and only 
five per cent of Palestinian 
imports come from foreign 
markets due to Israeli 
restrictions. 

“Israel is making every 
excuse to keep Palestinian 
markets under its control,” 
he added. ‘These are the 
second largest for Israeli 
goods.” 

“We must take practical 
steps and pressure the 
Israelis to ensure that their 
goods conform to Palestin- 
ian specifications and stan- 
dards and are subjected to 
customs tax,” Mr. Salameh 
concluded. 

The committee, whose 
meetings are expected to 
last for one week, groups 
senior officials from the 
-miaistriea^oEr industry, and 
trade, agriculture, transport 
and customs on both sides. 

Later on[ deputy Prime 
Minister For Development 
Affairs and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Jawad Anani 
received at his office Mr. 
Salam and called for further 
bilateral coordination and 
cooperation prior to the tri- 
lateral meeting which fea- 
tures Jordan. Israel and the 
Palestinians. 


Seminar to focus on city of Salt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under 
the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, a seminar entitled 
“Salt: Reality and Ambi- 
tion” will be held Tuesday 
at Salt Community college. 

The seminar has been 
organised by Al Urdun Al 
Jadid Centre and the Salt 
Municipality as well as the 


Salt Reconstruction Foun- 
dation. 

The conference is slated 
to focus on five areas: 

• The history of Salt and 
its relations with other 
major cities in the region; 

• Architecture unique to 
the area; 

• Salt as a tourist site 
with both ancient places 


and scenic views of inter- 
est; 

• Services offered to resi- 
dents of the area, particu- 
larly in the fields of educa- 
tion, health, culture, envi- 
ronment and infrastructure 
services; and finally 

• Social and voluntary 
societies and their role in 
Sait. 
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Chairman of the joint chiefs of staff endorses 
life sentence for Ahmad Dakamseh 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff of the Jordan Armed Forces Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Marei Kuubneh endorsed a July 19 
military court verdict sentencing Ahmad Dakam- 
seh to life imprisonment for the manslaughter of 
seven Israeli schoolgirls last March. 

The students had been visiting the village of 
Baqoura. 

Military judicial sources affirmed that with 
Saturday's ratification, the verdict can no longer 
be appealed nor contested in any court as stipu- 
lated by law. 

Mr. Dakamseh. who has been dishonourably 


discharged from the armed forces, now holds 
civilian status and is no longer connected to the 
armed forces. 

He will serve his life sentence with hard labour 
in a civilian prison. 

The military court, comprised of five judges, 
declared the 26-year old man guilty of 
manslaughter. 

According to the sources. Marshal Kuabneh 
endorsed the verdict in accordance with the 
authority’ vested in him in Article Eight of the 
Military Penal Code of 1952 which grants him 
full authority to endorse or reject a military court 


sentence. 

His other options were to have referred the trial 
to another military court commuted the sentence 
or cancelled the verdict and called for a retrial. 

Subsequent to the court's verdict issuance, a 
special military council studied the ruling and 
passed its recommendation to the chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff, according to the sources. 

The military court's verdict cannot be repealed 
in any court, however. His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. in his capacity as supreme commander of 
the Jordan Armed Forces, is the only person 
authorised to commute the sentence. 


Police arrest suspected university gunman Deputy 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — University of Jordan 
officials Sunday affirmed that police 
have arrested u 21 -year old student 
who Saturday morning allegedly- 
opened fire ar a group of srudents, 
injuring five. 

They stated that the student has been 
summarily expelled from the universi- 
ty- 

The alleged gunman, identified only 
as Suleiman U., reportedly fired sev- 
eral shots inside (he university's 
Humanities Building, exited the facil- 
iry and then randomly shot at students 
near the Faculty of Economics and 
Commerce before fleeing. 


Scores of students who were in the 
building rushed out and some report- 
edly fainted in panic after the gun 
shots were fired. 

“Police arrested the student late Sat- 
urday night, and he is being detained 
for questioning at Sweileh Police Sta- 
tion," Dean of Student Affairs Salman 
Bdour told the Jordan Times Sunday. 

Dr. Bdour confirmed the university 
administration's decision Sunday to 
expel the student, an an major, who 
was slated to graduate from the uni- 
versity in one semester. 

According to the dean, the student in 
question Wednesday argued with a 
group of students “but they settled 
Their feuds the same evening before 
leaving the campus." 


“On Saturday the same students met 
and argued.” he added. "[The 
encounter] devolved into a fist fight 
and gun shots were fired at several 
students." 

He added that an investigative com- 
mittee is questioning other students 
involved in the fist fight. 

The five students who were injured 
in the incident were treated and 
released from Jordan University Hos- 
pital the same day. 

According to Dr. Bdour, campus 
security has been tightened and "we 
are taking steps to monitor all students 
who enter the campus.” 

Generally students entering the cam- 
pus are asked only to show cards of 
student identification. 


10,300 students to be accepted in state universities 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special uj the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Approximate- 
ly 10,300 students will be 
accepted in state universi- 
ties for the 1997-98 acade- 
mic year, an increase of 350 
students over those who 
enrolled during the previ- 
ous year, according to Head 
of the Coordination Com- 
mittee for Admission at 
State Universities Waleed 
Ma’ani. 

- This increase was made 
possible by the lowering of 
requirements deemed 
mandatory for admission, 
he explained. 

In a press conference at 
the University of Jordan, 
Dr. Ma’ani confirmed that 
student scores this year 
were on the average 1-1.5 
points lower than last year’s 
average results. 

He advised students to 
complete their university 
application forms, to be 
received by Aug. 3, and 


stare 20 alternative fields 
and places of study to guar- 
antee acceptance in a state 
university. 

"Students vary in their 
preferences, some give pri- 
ority to place, others to the 
field of study, and some 
simply want a university 
seat.” Dr. Ma’ani 
explained. 

When the number of stu- 
dents desiring to declare 
one major increases^ scores 
necessary for acceptance in 
that field consequently 
rises, he explained. 

Last year, 393 students 
scored an average greater 
than the 95th percentile and 
2,036 students scored with 
averages over the 90th per- 
centile, Dr. Ma’ani 
explained. 

Therefore, die average 
score deemed necessary for 
acceptance was higher at 
that time, he added. 

“Jordanian students, cur- 
rently residing in foreign 
countries, compete among 


themselves and are accept- 
ed depending on their aver- 
age grades," , Dr. Ma’ani 
stated. 

“The only exception is for 
those students applying 
from Saudi Arabia from 
whom we must eliminate 
two grades from the total 
average, as these do not 
conform to the Kingdom's 
system,” he stated. “Those 
categories are good conduct 
and sport.” 

Admission results will be 
delayed this year, as tawjihi 
results were also late by six 
days. Dr. Ma’ani stated.” 
We will be expecting 
acceptance results by the 
last week of August.” 

Jordanians living abroad 
are to submit their applica- 
tions to their respective 
embassies abroad, he 
added. 

A total of 966 foreign stu- 
dents are expected to apply 
this year with similar appli- 
cation forms, according to 
Dr. Ma’ani. 


An additional 1,318 stu- 
dents from less fortunate 
areas, currently under the 
supervision of a committee 
at the Royal Court, headed 
by HRH Prince Ghazi, will 
be granted seats in state 
universities, he explained. 

A total of 20 per cent of 
all accepted students will 
be taken from a list of stu- 
dents recommended by the 
Jordan Armed Forces and 
five per cent will be recom- 
mended by the Ministry of 
Education, Dr. Ma’ani stat- 
ed. 

The acceptance proce- 
dures will follow guidelines 
set by the Council of High- 
er Education (CHE), he 
affirmed. 

A social sciences and 
humanities faculty has been 
established at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan and die facul- 
ties of economy and admin- 
istrative sciences have been 
restructured there. Dr. 
Ma'ani concluded. 


Ministry will not extend deadline for Egyptian 
labourers to rectify irregularities in documentation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Labour is not planning 
to extend the Aug. 9 deadline by which time Egyptian 
workers illegally labouring in Jordan must correct their sit- 
uations, according to Minister of Labour Saleh Khasawneh. 

In a statement to Al Aswaq Arabic daily. Dr. Khasawneh 
affirmed that his the ministry will implement all provisions 
of laws and regulations governing the Jordanian labour 
force as of Aug. 10. 

The ministry’s measures are aimed at organising the 
labour force in Jordan and easing unemployment in the 
country, he added. 

Ministry sources estimated that out of 230,000 Egyptians, 


working in Jordan. 95,000 have heretofore corrected any 
irregularities in their documentation. 

However, Egyptian Minister of Labour and Immigration 
Ahmad Amawi differed, stating that 125,000 Egyptian 
workers in Jordan have rectified their situations in accor- 
dance with a cooperation agreement on exchange of labour- 
ers, concluded between Jordan and Egypt. 

In a statement to the Jordan News Agency, Petra, the 
Egyptian minister stated that some Egyptian workers enter 
Jordan from neighbouring countries, and called on Egypt- 
ian workers who have not organised their documents to do 
so before the Aug. 9. deadline. 


Iraqi poet passes away 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Iraqi poet Mohammad Mahdi 
Jawahiri Sunday passed away here at the age of 94, 
mid will be buried today. The late Mr. Jawahiri, a clas- 
sical Arab poet, wasjtxjra in Najaf, Iraq in 1903. He had 
been living in Damascus for almost twenty years, after 
leaving the Czech capital of Prague, where he resided 
from 1961 to 1968. In 1945, Mr. Jawahiri established 
Al Rai Al A’m newspaper. 


CDD issues 260,000 new cards 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Registration Depart- 
ment (CDD) has issued 260,000 new identity cards 
since May 26. according to CDD Department Director 
General Awni Yarvas. A total of 5,000 citizens call on 
the department offices every day, he stated. Mr. Yarvas 
requested that all citizens replace their old identifica- 
tion cards with new ones before Jan. 1,1998. 


Ministry to organise Umra for Israelis 

AMMAN (Petra) — Beginning in August, the Min- 
istry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs will organise Umra 
(lesser pilgrimage) trips to Mecca for Israeli Arabs 
from the pre-1948 occupied Palestinian territories. A 
total of 2,500 Arab Israelis have registered to perform 
Umra this year, according to Director of the Pilgrimage 
Affairs Department Mohammad Saleh Haiti. 


Aqaba clean-up launched 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Royal Ecological 
Diving Society Saturday launched a two-day cam- 
paign to clean the Gulf of Aqaba, and remove all 
garbage and plastic from the Gulf bed in the Wadi Al 
Qamar area, according to campaign organiser Muzayan 
Hammoudeh. Participating in the campaign are several 
national societies members as well as divers from the 


Commander medal conferred 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree has been issued 
permitting Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field 
Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh to hold the Unit- 
ed States medal of merit of the “commander” rank, 
recently conferred upon him. 


Stone age seminar urges restoration 

PETRA (Petra) — A five-day seminar on human settle- 
ments in the modern stone age ended in the ancient 
Nabatean city of Petra Sunday with participants calling 
on authorities to focus on the archaeological sire's 
restoration and maintenance work. The meeting was 
organised by the Department of Antiquities in conjunc- 
tion with the German Institute of Archaeology and the 
Petra Regional Development Council (PRDC). 


governor 
: commits 
apparent 
suicide 

By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The criminal 
prosecutor Sunday began 
investigating the death of 
Deputy Governor Mazen 
Oran, 49. who was found 
dead in his bedroom Satur- 
day. 

Initial reports indicated 
that Mr. Oran took his own 
life, and officials have stat- 
ed that police are investi- 
gating any possible 
motives he may have had 
for doing so. 

Head of the National 
Institute for Forensic Med- 
icine Mo'men Hadidi 
examined the body and 
stated that Mr. Oran died 
of a sole gunshot wound to 
the head. 

“Mr. Oran’s wound con- 
forms to that of a self- 
inflicted shooting,” Dr. 
Hadidi told the Jordan 
Times Sunday; 1 ■ 

An official source stated 
that Mr. Oran “may have 
decided to take his own 
life as he suffered from 
social problems.” 
Meanwhile, three Iraqis 
were killed and one was 
listed in critical condition 
Sunday subsequent to a 
road collision near the Jor- 
danian-Iraqi border, 
according to police and 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) officials. 

The accident, occurring 
at approximately 2:30 
p.m., eight kilometres 
from the border area of 
Rweished, involved a trail- 
er travelling ro Iraq and a 
automobile arriving from 
the opposite direction. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the auto- 
mobile swerved away 
from its lane and met with 
the trailer head-on. 

The impact caused the 
immediate death of three 
of the four passengers in 
the automobile, he added. 

The deceased were iden- 
tified as: Abdullah Yousef 
Salem, 67. Amal Mhawi 
Faza, 37, and Khalid 
Amer, 44, the automobile 
driver. 

The fourth passenger, 
Haidar Mhawi. 28. sur- 
vived the accident, but has 
been listed in critical con- 
dition. 

The driver of the trailer, 
Ridah Kathem, 35. was 
reported unharmed. 

In other incidents in the 
Kingdom, a six-year old 
child was accidentally shot 
and killed by her older 
brother in their house in 
Shuneh. according to 
police reports. 

The brother of Balqis 
Mohammad was apparent- 
ly playing with a hunting 
rifle when a bullet was 
.accidentally shot and 
"struck his sister killing her 
instantly, the report said. 

Balqis became the third 
-person, and the second 
child, killed in accidental 
shooting incidents in the 
Kingdom over the past two 
days. 

Police Saturday 

described two deaths and 
13 other shooting inci- 
dents, which left 13 people 
injured, as stemming from 
students celebrating twaji- 
hi exams, other festive 
fire, and stray bullets. 
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Kashmir leaders hail Indian prime 
minister’s offer to talk to militants 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 

Many Kashmir leaders 

Sunday hailed the offer of 
talks to Muslim separatists 
by Indian Prime Minister 
Inder Kumar Gujral. 

“It is a healthy sign," said 
Shabir Ahmad Shah, one of 
the most influential Muslim 
leaders in Kashmir, where a 
bloody separatist drive 
since 1989 has left around 
20,000 people dead. 

“Better late than never," 
Mr. Shah told AFP. "India 
has finally ... agreed to talk 
without any precondition.” 

Mr. Shah, dubbed the 
Nelson Mandela of Kash- 
mir. said his People’s Party 
would discuss the proposal; 
after “knowing the full 
stand of the Indian govern- 
ment” and then produce a 
detailed statement. 

Abdul Gani Lone, another 
prominent Muslim sepa- 
ratist leader, declined to 
comment until his col- 


leagues were released from 
jail. "Only then we will put 
our heads together and 
come out with our reac- 
tion.” 

Prime Minister Gujral 
offered during a visit to 
Kashmir Saturday to hold 
unconditional talks with 
Muslim separatists in 
Kashmir, the only Muslim- 
majority state in Hindu- 
dominated India. 

It was the first offer of its 
kind by the Indian govern- 
ment to Kas hmir militants. 

“I am willing to talk to the 
separatist militants uncondi- 
tionally to pave the way for 
lasting peace in Kashmir,” 
Mr. Gujral said. 

His statement also 
received support from the 
Congress (T) Party, which 
props up his United Front 
Coalition government in 
New Delhi but is the main 
opposition in Kashmir. 

“The Congress has been 


pleading that to bring nor- 
malcy, a dialogue should be 
held with militant youth,” 
said party leader Mehmoo- 
ba Mufti. 

“Gun cannot be a solution 
(to the Kashmir problem).” 
Mohammad Shafi Uri. a 
member of Kashmir’s pro- 
India ruling National Con- 
ference Party and a minister 
in the state government, 
added: “It is a step in the 
right direction. 

“It is now for militant 
leaders and their supporters 
to react positively. The ball 
is in their court.” 

There was no immediate 
reaction from other main- 
stream Indian political par- 
ties in New Delhi. Hindu 
nationalists, now holding a 
leadership conclave, were 
expected to comment later. 

Muslim militants in Kash- 
mir have in the past rejected 
offers of talks with New 
Delhi, saying they would 


never give up their armed 
struggle for the independence 
of the Himalayan state. 

In 1996, a group of nine 

disgruntled militants 

opened negotiations with 
the Indian government. But 
nothing came of the talks 
although some two dozen 
militants fought last year's 
elections to the Kashmir 
legislature. 

Scores of Muslim mili- 
tants have in recent years 
given up weapons and sur- 
rendered to the authorities. 
Indian officials say most of 
the fighting in Kashmir is 
now done by Muslim mili- 
tants from Islamic coun- 
tries. 

India and Pakistan dispute 
the ownership of Kashmir 
and have fought two wars 
over the province. India 
accuses Pakistan of arming 
and training Muslim mili- 
tants in tiie state. Islamabad 
denies the charge. 


Chechen leaders meet to hammer | Sri Lanka 
out stabilisation programme 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Chechen leaders and repre- 
sentatives of various politi- 
cal parties convened Satur- 
day in Grozny to develop a 
programme to stabilise the 
situcation in the breakaway 
republic, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

The forum leader, Che- 
chen First Deputy Prime 
Minister Movladi Udugov. 
said the moment bad come 
when all parties and fac- 
tions “unite into a single 
block to resist, by joint 
efforts, attempts to split 
Chechen society.” 

The forum is expected to 
elect a body which will 
coordinate programmes and 
actions by all political for- 
ces in the republic, Mr. 
Udugov said. 

Chechen fighters defeated 
Russian forces in a devas- 
tating 20-month war that 
ended last year. The repub- 
lic considers itself indepen- 
dent though its status has 
not been formally acknowl- 
edged by Moscow. 

Also Saturday, ITAR- 
TASS quoted a representa- 
tive of Chechenya’s mili- 
tary staff as saying the 
republic had begun forming 
its own professional army. 

Umar Kambiyev said the 
new force would be “highly 
organised and equipped 
with all necessary weapons, 
capable of performing any 
task to protect the young 
Chechen state from external 
aggression." 

Mr. Kambiyev said the 
size of the army was secret, 
but added that it would not 
be short of troops. 


The number of volunteer 
guerrillas who stood up to 
and eventually beat the 
Russians is not known, with 
estimates varying widely 
from 3,000 to 15,000. 

Mr. Kambiyev said appli- 
cations from would-be 
recruits had been examined 
and the first five-year en- 
gagements would be signed 
on Wednesday. Criteria 
included physical fitness, 
political reliability and 
moral qualities, including 
total faith in Allah. 

Cbechenya began reor- 
ganising its armed forces in 
mid-May to take the place 
of the plethora of units 
which sprang up under the 
leadership of local warlords 
to fight the Russians. 

One of the leading war- 
lords, Salman Raduyev, 
warned earlier this month 
that he would not disband 
the 1,000 men under his 
command despite being 
ordered to do so by Presi- 
dent Aslan Maskhadov. 

Mr. Maskhadov, a former 
commander-in-chief of the 
Chechen war effort, will 
need disciplined security 
forces to restore order in the 
country, ending in particular 
a rash of kidnappings of for- 
eign journalists and aid 
workers. 

According to the Interior 
Ministry quoted Saturday 
by ITAR-TASS there were 
76 such abductions in six 
months, the latest being a 
Russian seized Friday night 
by six aimed men as he was 
going to visit his mother in 
Grozny. 

Five Russian journalists 


are being held in an un- 
known location, three of 
them for more than two 
months, while two Britons, 
Jon James and Camilla 
Carr, working for an agency 
aiding children traumatised 
by war, were kidnapped in 
the capital at the beginning 
of this month. 

Officials of the Russian 
and Chechen border ser- 
vices agreed Saturday that 
preparations will soon be 
made for international 
flights at Grozny’s airport, 
Interfax News Agency 
reported. 

The decision was reached 
during talks between the 
Russian Federal Border 
Service and the Chechen 
State Border and Customs 
Service held in Moscow 
over the weekend. 

As a result, a checkpoint 
for flights to the capitals of 
member countries of the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States will be prepared 
at the Chechen capital's 
Sheikh Mansur Airport by 
Aug. 1 . Interfax said. 

The talks were the latest 
step in the implementation 
of a bilateral customs agree- 
ment between Russia and 
the republic which was 
signed on July 12. 

The customs agreement 
and Chechenya’s demand 
that the Sheikh Mansur 
Airport receive internation- 
al status were major factors 
in the signing of a recent oil 
pipline deal between Rus- 
sia, Azerbaijan and Che- 
chenya in early July. 


Australian premier fights pneumonia 
as government fights mid-term malaise 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Aus- 
tralian Prime Minister John 
Howard will spend most of 
this week fighting pneu- 
monia in hospital, senior 
colleagues said as they 
fended off suggestions 
Sunday that he is suffering 
from the strain of office. 

Mr. Howard, who spent 
his 58th birthday Saturday 
in Sydney's Mater Hos? 
pital, had admitted himself 
on doctor’s advice Iat6 
Friday after a bout of flu 
and bronchitis developed 
into what can be a fatal ail- 
ment if left untreated. 

It comes as he and his 
government try to shake 
off another serious condi- 
tion — severe mid-term 
malaise caused by a slump 
in the opinion polls follow- 
ing a string of reversals. 

Workplace Relations 
Minister Peter Reith dis- 
missed suggestions that he 
or treasurer Peter Costello 
were positioning them- 
selves as leadership rivals 
or that the prime mini ster 
had pushed himself too 
hard recently to reverse the 
polls after a gruelling few 
weeks. 

The latest blow to the 
government was an embar- 
rassing series of leaked 
briefing papers labelling 
leaders of neighbouring 
South Pacific countries as 
corrupt. incompetent, 
drunken or vain. 

New Zealand's deputy 


leader Winston Peters was 
described in one of the 
papers as an ambitious 
opportunist subject to 
erratic behaviour. 

Mr. Howard was sched- 
uled to meet Mr. Peters and 
New Zealand Prime Mi- 
nister Jim Bolger in Mel- 
bourne to watch Saturday 
night's Bledisloe Cup 
rugby match between 
Australia and the New 
Zealand all blacks. 

But Mr. Howard had to 
call off and instead 
watched Australia being 
hammered 33-18 on televi- 
sion. 

He also heard Mr. Bolger 
and Mr. Peters make light 
of the latest Australia gaffe, 
which caused mirth in New 
Zealand but outrage else- 
where in the Pacific. 

“Look, just because some 
dingbat galah working for 
the bureaucracy in Aus- 
tralia says or repeats some 
things from dingbat media 
in New Zealand, there is no 
reason for us to upset rela- 
tions,” Mr. Peters said. 

Mr. Costello, whose 
department helped prepare 
the papers that were 
leaked, stood in for Mr. 
Howard as acting prime 
minister at the match with 
Mr. Bolger and Mr. Peters 
while the popular Deputy 
Prime Minister Tim 
Fischer was still overseas. 

Mr. Reith denied Sunday 
he was eyeing the leader- 


ship or that he and treasur- 
er Peter Costello had 
stepped up their leadership 
rivalry. 

Mr. Howard was general- 
ly in good health, and there 
was no reason why he 
would not continue as 
leader, Mr. Reith said, 
adding: “His condition 
overnight is unchanged, he 
is pretty crook though, he's 
got a bad dose of it. he’s 
going to be out for the best 
part of the week.” 

He denied Mr. Howard 
had pushed himself too 
hard by trying on his return 
from a recent disastrous 
overseas trip to halt the 
government’s slide in the 
polls. 

“As I understand it, he 
had a schedule set months 
back and he basically 
wanted to stick to the 
schedule that had been 
organised many months 
before,” Mr. Reith told 
Channel 9’s Sunday pro- 
gramme. 

“As far as John is con- 
cerned I believe he will be 
there for a very long time, 
he’s got the political skills 
to be there, he’s got the 
determination to be there 
and I think he's a fine- 
prime minister. 

“I don’t quite frankly 
have a list of heirs to th*e 
throne, we have a pretty 
strong frontbench.” 


welcomes 
foreign 
condemnation 
of rebels 

COLOMBO ( AFP) — Sri 
Lanka Sunday welcomed 
U.S. and Australian criti- 
cism of the island's sepa- 
ratist Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
and urged other countries to 
join the international con- 
demnation of the rebels. 

The Foreign Ministry here 
said it was pleased by re- 
marks of visiting Australian 
Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer and the U.S. State 
Department last week atta- 
cking the rebel Liberation 
T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

“Democratic govern- 
ments can face the threat 
posed by terrorism only if 
fellow democracies stand 
up to be counted," a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman here 
said. 

“The Australian and U.S. 
reactions in the past week 
have been a clear indication 
of support and we hope oth- 
ers would act similarly." 

The ministry Sunday is- 
sued a transcript of a state- 
ment made by State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman 
James Foley Friday con- 
demning the killing of two 
Sri Lankan legislators and 
attacks this month against 
merchant shipping. 

“The U.S. strongly con- 
demns the assassinations 
and the interference with 
shipping," Mr . Fol ey said. 
“We urge the LTTE to cease 
all acts of terrorism.” 

“We join Amnesty Inter- 
national in calling for the 
LTTE to stop immediately 
the killing of non-combat- 
ants and cease other human 
rights abuses," Mr. Foley 
was quoted as saying. 

Amnesty sai d We dnesday 
it asked the LTTE to stop 
killing civilians following 
the assassination of a Mus- 
lim legislator, Mohammad 
Maharoof, in the island's 
north-eastern port district of 
Trincomalee. 

It said there was mounting 
e viden ce suggesting that the 
LTTE was responsible for 
the killing of another Sri 
Lankan legislator. Aruna- 
cbelarn Thangathurai. also 
in Trincomalee on July 5. 

There has been no imme- 
diate reaction from the 
LTTE to the latest Amnesty 
appeal and criticism by the 
U.S. and Australian govern- 
ments. 

Mr. Dow ner b luntly criti- 
cised the LTTE at a news 
conference here Thursday 
and said there was no “ter- 
rorist solution” to the Indian 
Ocean island’s drawn out 
ethnic conflict. 

‘The Australian govern- 
ment unequivocally con- 
demns t he ter rorist activities 
of the LTTE,” Mr. Downer 
said. But he ruled out any 
military assistance to the Sri 
Lankan government to fight 
the rebels. 

He said Canberra support- 
ed the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment’s political efforts to 
end the drawn out conflict 
but did not believe that third 
party foreign mediation 
would further Colombo’s 
ongoing political moves. 
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A family fights against strong wind and rain in Osaka while Typhoon Rosie hit western Japan. The typhoon head- 
ed ont to sea after killing four people and injuring more than three dozen in its weekend hammering of southwest- 
ern Japan (Reuter photo) 

Typhoon heads to sea after killing 4 in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Typhoon 
Rosie headed out to sea 
Sunday after killing four 
people and injuring more 
than three dozen in its 
weekend hammering of 
southwestern Japan. 

The typhoon brought 
winds of up to 144 kph (90 
mphj as it moved into the 
Sea of Japan away from 
southwestern regions of 
Japan's main island Honshu 
early Sunday. 

The storm, described by 


Japan’s Meteorological 
Agency as a “medium-sized 
but powerful” typhoon, was 
slowly moving northwest 
over the Sea of Japan, the 
agency said. 

The typhoon affected tens 
of thousands of travellers at 
the weekend and caused the 
cancellation of most sports 
events Saturday including 
Japan’s professional J. 
League soccer all-star match. 

In Yam ague hi prefecture 
in western Japan, two wo- 


men drowned while picking 
shellfish in a river, police 
said. 

Earlier Sunday, two crew 
members of a car ferry died 
in a hospital after the 8.0 1 5- 
tonne vessel was hit by high 
waves. 

Police said the typhoon 
injured at least 39 people. 

Air. rail, road and ocean 
traffic returned to normal 
Sunday. 

The typhoon forced the 
cancellation of nearly 500 


domestic flights, affecting 
some 57,000 travellers 
Saturday. 

As of noon (0300 GMT] 
Sunday, the typhoon was 
about 120 kilometres west 
of Shi mane prefecture cm 
the Sea of Japan coast, the 
agency said. 

The typhoon was expected 
to weaken further, veer north 
and move between Japan 
and the Russian far east 
before becoming a tropical 
storm Tuesday, it added. 


Cambodian royalist troops converge on Poipet 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — Cambodian troops loyal to oust- 
ed First Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh said 
Sunday they would soon move against government soldiers 
to take complete control of the northwestern town of Poipet 
on the Thai border. 

Some of a group of 700 12th Army soldiers under Major 
General Lay Virak, speaking to reporters at a border cross- 
ing between Aranyaprathet, Thailand and Poipet said the 
town, about 410 kilometres northwest of here, would be 
taken by Tuesday. 

General Nhiek Bun Chhay, Prince Ranariddh's top mili- 
taiy commander and the Cambodian army’s first deputy 
chief of staff, was headed into the area with 600 troops from 
Samrong, they said. 

A military analyst in Phnom Penh who had contact with 
soldiers in the northwest Sunday said the situation in Poipet 
was “tense” but said it was unclear whether Gen. Lay Virak 
had decided to join the prince’s supporters. 

“At the moment, I think he is sitting put and not on any- 
body’s side." said the analyst who spoke with Gen. Lay 
Virak Sunday morning. “Its definitely tense up there, but 
I’m not aware of any serious clashes yet.” 

The analyst and other military obeservers said the entry of 
Gen. Lay Virak, a former top commander with the U.S.- 
supported Khmer People’s National Liberation Front 
(KPNLF) in the 1980s anti- Vietnamese resistance, into the 
fray would damage the prospects for the negotiated cease- 
fire in the northwest 

“Those KP guys are probably the best trained soldiers in 
Cambodia, you want them on your side when the going gets 
tough,” said one diplomat, adding that the prince’s side 
would get a huge morale boost if Gen. Lay Virak joined 
them. 

Prince Ranariddh was effectively ousted by Second Prime 
Minister Hun Sen after troops loyal to the two co-premiers 
fought pitched street battles in Phnom Penh earlier this 
month. 

Royalist forces were also believed to have been pushed 
out of Samrong, some 100 kilometres northeast of here, late 
last week. 

Poipet police under Prince Ranariddh’s FUNCINPEC 
Party command attacked the houses of government troop 
commanders and a group of Hun Sen's soldiers in fighting 
heard here overnight, and Sunday morning the injured were 
taken for treatment in Thailand. 

About 100 FUNCINPEC police had fled to a site about 
two kilometres from Poipet, and the town was tense as sol- 
diers from the two sides milled about with no means to dis- 
tinguish between them, the 12th Army sources said. 

Four government soldiers were killed in the attacks, while 
six others were injured in the attacks by royalist police, they 
said. 

Two civilians were also injured, they added. 

Meanwhile, An American journalist with years of experi- 
ence covering the Khmer Rouge guerrilla movement said 


Sunday he had seen its shadowy leader Pol Pot alive in 
northern Cambodia last week. 

Nate Thayer, a correspondent for tine Hong Kong-based 
Far Eastern Economic Review magazine, is believed to 
have photographs and videotape of Mr. Pol Pot ai a “criaT: 
held Friday in a Khmer Rouge jungle base. 

“I visited Anlong Veng where I saw Pol Pot,” Mr. 
Thayer told AFP from Bangkok, declining to reveal details 
of his trip to the rebel stronghold near the Thai border until 
the review publishes his stoiy Thursday. 

The sighting, which the magazine trumpeted Sunday in a 
pre-publication press release, is the first independent con- 
firmation in around two decades that the architect of 
Cambodia’s “killing fields” is alive. 

Cambodian and Thai government and intelligence offi- 
cials have given contradictory and conflicting accounts 
about Mr. Pol Pot who was reported to be deathly ill or dead 
last year. 

Most recently, Cambodia's deposed First Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, said an ailing Pol Pot had been 
captured by his former comrades who were considering 
turning him over to authorities for an international tribunal. 

Mr. Thayer, who has had unpara] led access to Khmer 
Rouge zones, documents and officials since the late 1980s 
is the first foreign joumalisr to see Mr. Pol Pot in 18 years 
and the first journalist to visit Anlong Veng since 1994 
when it was briefly taken by Cambodian government 
forces. 

Khmer Rouge clandestine radio Saturday announced that 
Mr. Pol Pot, the guerrillas' “brother number one." had been 
convicted of treason at Friday’s trial and sentenced to life in 
prison. 

The radio said journalists and “international observers" 
had been present but did not identify them. Mr. Thayer con- 
firmed that he and a cameraman had been the journalists 
referred to. 

The clandestine radio said “thousands” of supporters and 
leaders had met in Anlong Veng to “severely sentence Pol 
Pot and his whole clique" which had “betrayed” the nation. 

‘The decison of the meeting was to approve a resolution 
to sentence Pol Pot and his entire clique and to imprison 
them for their entire lives,” the broadcast said. 

Diplomats and analysts have scoffed at the “trial" 
announcement, given the propaganda bent of radio broad- 
casts. 

Even if there was a trial, Khmer Rouge expert Christophe 
Peschoux said it would not be accepted by the internation- 
al community which wants the rebels’ leaders tried on war 
crimes and genocide charges. “I am sure that whatever this 
was. if it was anything, did not meet international standards 
for a fair trial that would be recognised,” said Mr. 
Peschoux, author of The ‘New’ Khmer Rouge. 

Mr. Pol Pot and the other leaders are blamed for the 
deaths of up to two million people from execution, starva- 
tion and disease during their rule from 1975 to 1979. 
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Diplomats fear return to war in Angola 


LUANDA (R) — Angola's 
government and its wartime 
foe, the former UN1TA 
rebel movement, are trading 
threats and accusations 
again and diplomats and 
officials say it could be dif- 
ficult to prevent a return to 
war in the country. 

“I do not see a way out of 
this current crisis,” said an 
official close to the peace 
process. 

“I would be surprised if 
we did not see military con- 
frontation in the near future. 
The only language under- 
stood around here is mili- 
tary language.” 

In June. UN1TA leader 
Jonas Savirabi agreed to a 


series of U.N. Security 
Council proposals designed 
to salvage the Lusaka Proto- 
col, the 1994 peace agree- 
ment ending 20 years of war 
on which Angola's crum- 
bling peace process is based. 

The proposals, among 
other things, called on 
UNITA to begin banding 
over the vast areas it still 
controls to the government 
and to provide accurate 
numbers of its forces. 

The Security Council 
gave the former rebels until 
Aug. 15 to begin complying 
but UJV. officials say Mr. 
Savimbi has so far done lit- 
tle to give the Security 
Council what it wants. 


“UNITA has done nothing 
so far. And I don’t see 
Savimbi doing much more. 
You can count on iL He is 
not going to deliver on the 
15th,” the official said. 

On Wednesday the Secu- 
rity Council said it was rea- 
dy to consider more sanc- 
tions against UNITA, inclu- 
ding trade and travel curbs. 
Fuel and arms embargoes 
are already in place against 
UNITA but they have had 
little effect. 

UNITA, the National Un- 
ion for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola, entered 
into a power-sharing agree- 
ment with the government 
and over 60 of its members 


joined the counliy's^ Natio- 
nal Assembly in April. 

But recent military tension, 
including an army offensive 
into UNTTA-held areas in the 
north east have significantly 
weakened any chances of 
lasting peace in the near 
future, officials said. 

In recent days the govern- 
ment and UNITA have also 
stepped up verbal attacks 
and threats on each other. 

Angola's minister of 
defence, Pedro Sebastian, 
told parliament including a 
minority of UNITA deputies, 
that government claims of 
UNITA military movements 
“leads me to believe LIN1TA 
wants to cake us to war.’ 
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News 



Supporters of ousted Indonesian Democratic Party (PDr) leader Megawati Sukarnoputri pray on the street 
watched by anti riot policemen, as they mark the first anniversary of a police-backed raid on party headquarters 
in Jakarta Sunday. Riot police and troops prevented about 500 supporters of Ms. Megawati who had gathered for 
the event from coming dose to tbe headquarters itself and many left their flowers on nearby streets (Reuter photo) 

Indonesian police block commemoration of riots 


JAKARTA (R) — Indo- 
nesian riot police blocked 
followers of ousted minori- 
ty parry leader Megawati 
Sukarnoputri from marking 
the first anniversary Sunday 
of a police-backed raid on 
their offices, witnesses said. 

.About 500 supporters of 
Ms. Megawati congregated 
for a brief silent prayer and 
then marched towards the 
headquarters of the Indo- 
nesian Democratic Party 
(PDI). carrying wreaths and 
flowers they planned to lay 
on the spot, they said. 

But they were blocked by 
rows of shield-carrying and 
belraeted riot police and left 
the area peacefully. 

Activists carried the 
wreaths above their heads 
and shouted “long live Me- 
ga" as they marched away. 
Others threw flowers at pas- 
sing cars and sang a 1940s 
revolutionary song against 
Dutch colonial occupation. 

The raid on the PDI head- 
quarters on this day last 
year triggered the worst 
rioting in Jakarta in more 


than two decades. At least 
five people were killed and 
scores of buildings and 
vehicles set ablaze. 

Authorities had banned 
Ms. Megawati supporters 
from congregating for the 
anniversary but the activists 
had said they would defy 
the order. 

■*We will continue to fight 
in the courts. But for today, 
it is considered finished. We 
have already expressed our 
feelings,” said one activist, 
Rombertus Gainadara. Ms. 
Megawati was not present. 

Earlier, hundreds of police 
and troops blocked off the 
road in front of the PDI 
headquarters and asked on- 
lookers to move along. 
Journalists outside the boa r- 
ded-up building were also 
asked to leave. 

Troops and police could 
be seen at major intersec- 
tions and around govern- 
ment buildings and the 
homes of President Suharto 
and Vice-President Try Sut- 
risno. 

Meanwhile, an umbrella 


grouping of six youth 
groups that had been plan- 
ning to mark the occasion 
said in a statement that four 
organisers of the event were 
taken away for questioning 
by police Saturday night. 

Also Saturday, special 
prayers were held at Mega- 
wati's residence. About 
J.000 people attended. 

Ms. Megawati, daughter 
of late founding President 
Sukarno, said the prayers 
were to mark the birthday of 
the Prophet Mohammad, 
which was celebrated 
Thursday, and to commem- 
orate the events of a year 
ago. 

“The violent action to take 
over the PDI headquarters 
stained t he nation's page 
and gave moral and materi- 
al losses to many people," 
she said in a brief speech. 
“The violent action defied 
the principles of Pancasila 
(Indonesia’s state ideology) 
and God Almighty.” 

Ms. Megawati was ousted 
from the PDI leadership by 
a government-backed rival 


in June last year, but her 
supporters refused to hand 
over control of the party 
offices. 

On July 27. .some 200 fol- 
lowers of her rival attacked 
the building, watched by 
hundreds of troops of po- 
lice. and evicted those with- 
in. 

Political analysts have 
said the government moved 
against Ms. Megawati be- 
cause authorities feared her 
growing popularity would 
affect Mr. Suharto's chances 
at presidential elections in 
March 1998. 

Mr. Suharto, who took 
over from Sukarno in the 
mid-1960s and has ruled 
Indonesia with a firm grip 
since then, is almost certain 
to seek a seventh five-year 
term at the elections, they 
have said. He has never 
been previously opposed. 

On Saturday, roadside 
vendors outside Ms. Mega- 
wati's home were selling T- 
shirts with her picture and 
the words “presidential can- 
didate” printed below. 
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French firefighters douse blazes as wind drops 


MARSEILLE, France (R) 
— French firefighters made 
progress in dousing forest 
fires around the Mediterran- 
ean port of Marseille Sun- 
day after a dip in winds that 
have whipped up the re- 
gion's worst blazes in five 
years. 

Tire fires have charred 
more than 3,500 hectares of 
forest and scrubland since 
Friday, defying the efforts 
of about 2.000 firefighters. 
350 fire engines and eight 


planes dumping water on 
the blazes. 

“The situation has sta- 
bilised,” said Philippe Nar- 
din, head of the firefighters 
after the region's “mistral” 
wind calmed to about 30 
kph from 1 00 kph Saturday, 
when gusts lifted sparks 
high over fire breaks. 

Firefighters expected the 
fires could be brought under 
control in several hours. 

About 2,000 people have 
been evacuated from vil- 


lages in the path of the 
flames, including Plan-De- 
Cuques, Aubagne, Allauch 
and La Ves se. The flames 
have burned down or dam- 
aged several homes. 

Retreating home owners 
have sprayed the walls of 
their villas with hoses in a 
largely vain effort to slow 
the flames. A total of about 
250 people have been treat- 
ed for smoke inhalation or 
burns, nine of them in hos- 
pital. 


The main, original blaze 
erupted Friday in a rubbish 
dump near a pine forest in 
Septemes-Les-VaJJons 
north of the city. The public 
prosecutor has announced 
an investigation into the ori- 
gin of the fire. 

During the night, fire- 
fighters controlled a sepa- 
rate blaze in Salon-De-pro- 
vence about 40 kilometres 
to the northwest. The blaze 
torched about 120 hectares 
of scrubland. 
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Taylor wins landslide victory in Liberia parliament 


MONROVIA (R) — For- 
mer warlord now President- 
Elect Charles Taylor won an 
overwhelming majority in 
Liberia's first post-war par- 
liament Saturday — the 
West African nation’s 1 50th 
birthday. 

The Independent Elec- 
tions Commission an- 
nounced that Mr. Taylor, 
landslide winner of Libe- 
ria's presidential election on 
July 19. and his National 
Patriotic Party bad won 21 
of the 26 seats in the Senate 


and 49 of the 64 seats in the 
House of Representatives. 

The victory gives Mr. 
Taylor, who launched the 
seven year-old civil war in 
1989. absolute powers in 
both houses. 

Mr. Taylor's closest rival 
Ellen Johnson- SirJeaf and 
her Unity Party won three 
seats in the Senate and se- 
ven in the House. Ms. 
Jobnson-Sirleaf left for the 
United States Friday, saying 
she planned to return in 
August. 


Another former warlord, 
AUiaji Kromah and his All 
Liberia Coalition Party won 
two Senate seats and three 
in the House. 

Election Commissioner 
Henry Andrews declared 
Mr. Taylor the winner of the 
presidential poll Thursday. 

The elections were the cli- 
max of a peace plan bro- 
kered by Liberia’s West 
African neighbours to end 
the war. which killed well 
over 150.000 people. 

Residents of Monrovia 


held parties and sporting 
activities to mark the 150th 
anniversary of tbe Proc- 
lamation of the Republic by 
freed American slaves. 

Former world footballer 
of the year George Weah. 
arguably the most famous 
Liberian, marked the anni- 
versary in his own way — 
he was opening his own 
nightclub in downtown 
Monrovia. The biggest and 
Glitziest in town, it is called 
The Old School. 


Vietnam honours fallen war heroes, wounded veterans 


HANOI (AFP) — Viet- 
nam honoured its fallen 
war heroes and wounded 
veterans Sunday with 
countrywide celebrations 
of the 5olh anniversary of 
War Invalids and Martyrs 
Day. 

Top officials from the 
Communist Party, the 
army and the National 
Assembly marked a debt 
of gratitude in a solemn 
ceremony in Hanoi to 
those who fought for na- 
tional independence 
against the French and 
Americans. 

The official Communist 
Nhan Dan newspaper and 
the army newspaper 
Quan Doi Nhan Dan were 
devoted nearly exclusive- 
ly to coverage of the 
event Sunday. 

“When one drinks 


water, one must think of 
the source.” wrote the 
official Vietnam News 
Agency (VNA), describ- 
ing the motto of the day 
to honour more than six 
million people who gave 
"great service to the 
nation.” 

While nearly half of 
Vietnam's population is 
under the age of 25 and 
have no recollection of 
war, their parents and 
grandparents have lost 
none of their patriotic fer- 
vour during peace. Take 
Nguyen Van Vu, a 68 
year-old invalid who 
fought from 1951 to 1971 
and was honoured at a 
ceremony Saturday in 
Hanoi. When asked if 
Vietnam would ever go to 
war again, his back stiff- 
ened with pride and his 


voice trembled with emo- 
tion. 

“If anyone threatens 
Vietnam we must call on 
our children and struggle 
for independence, even 
until we spill the very last 
drop of blood. 

Tne Sunday edition of 
the Vietnam News daily 
carried an article entitled 
“agent orange and con- 
science of American peo- 
ple,” chronicling the suf- 
fering of millions of peo- 
ple Vietnam claims were 
affected by the toxic 
spray used by the United 
States in the war. The 
government spends about 
$225 million, or about 
$90 per person a year 
supporting some 2.5 mil- 
lion invalids, heroic mo- 
thers and orphans, the 
VNA said. 


Nearly 3.000 national 
and local war martyr ce- 
metaries and 1,000 me- 
morials have been built 
countrywide. 

Earlier this week Viet- 
nam inaugurated the new- 
ly refurbished Highway 9 
war cemetery and memo- 
rial containing the re- 
mains of 10,000 soldiers 
who died in central 
Quang Tri Province and 
neighbouring Laos, a re- 
gion which saw some of 
the fiercest fighting dur- 
ing the war. Vietnam lost 
more than three million 
people in the war against 
tbe Americans, and hun- 
dreds of thousands fight- 
ing the French. 
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Taleban militia fight Afghan 
opposition alliance on 2 fronts 


KABUL (AFPi — Afgha- 
nistan's Islamic TaJeban 
militia has fought off rival 
Faction inl'antry attacks on 
two fronts around Kabul, an 
official broadcast here said 
Sunday. 

Taleban-run Radio Shariat 
reported repulsing attacks 
Saturday by the Shiite reli- 
gious faction Hezb-i-Wah- 
dal in southwestern War dak 
province, and also by oppo- 
sition Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood north of the 
capital. 

“An offensive by Khali li 
militia in Siakhak district of 
Wardak was pushed back 
yesterday l Saturday). The 
alt ackers tied to the nearby 
mountains leaving behind 
nine dead bodies.” Radio 
Shariat announced. 

Independent sources put 
the Wuhdat frontline a liule 
closer to the Wardak provin- 
cial capital Maidan Shahr at 
the district centre Jalrez. 
Hezb-i-Wabdat leader Ka- 
rim Khaiili has not yet been 
able to break through the 
outer district frontlines and 
advance against the TaJeban - 
controlled Maidan Shahr. 

Maidan Shahr, located 30 
kilometres to the southwest 
of Kabul, sits on the nation- 
al highway which runs to 
the Taleban supreme head- 
quarters in Kandahar city to 
the far south. 


In the second attack 
against them Saturday, the 
Taleban claimed to have 
blocked Mr. Mosood's for- 
ces in Shukardara. a district 
centre in the lee of the Koh 
Daman Mountains around 
25 kilometres north of the 
capital. 

“An offensive by the 
forces of evil and corruption 
and Gilamjom was repulsed 
in the direction of Shakar- 
dara h\ rhe Mujahedeen of 
the Islamic army," declared 
Radio ShanaL 

The so-called “Gilamjam" 
are — along with Masood 
and Khaiili — the third ele- 
ment of the anii-TaJehun 
alliance, the ethnic Uzbek 
forces under General Abdul 
Malik. 

In May this year Gen. Ma- 
lik defected to the Muslim 
militia but turned against 
them again after a shaky 
five-day partnership, in a 
dispute over power- sharing 
inside the Uzbek fiefdom of 
the five northern Afghan 
provinces. 

Independent sources have 
not yet confirmed that 
Malik's Uzbeks were fight- 
ing alongside Masood 's pre- 
dominantly ethnic Tajik 
forces on the frontlines 
north of Kabul. 

In a surprise attack that 
started a week ago, Masood 
inflicted a massive military 


blow on the Taleban. forc- 
ing them back at least 45 
kilometres down the so- 
called old road towards 
Kabul. 

Parwan provincial capital 
Charikar and neighbouring 
Bag ram Air Base — which 
the Taleban had held cm and 
off' for eight months — were 
captured first, followed by 
the district centres of lstulif. 
Qarubagh. Guldara and 
Shakardara. 

Journalises have been re- 
fused permission to visit the 
old road frontlines, which 
according to Afghan evac- 
uees fleeing the factional 
fighting, were around Hos- 
sein Kot village 25 kilome- 
tres from Kabul. 

Shakardara. which oppo- 
sition forces claim to con- 
trol. lies a shon distance to 
the west of Hussein Kot. a 
one-time private arms Ba- 
zaar which later became 
popular with travellers lor 
its fresh milk products. 

An opposition jet buzzed 
Kabul late Saturday night 
causing a frenzied response 
in Taleban anti-aircraft fire, 
but its target was apparently 
the frontline ureas and not 
the capital. 

No jet strikes or rocket 
salvoes were reported on 
Kabul early Sunday morn- 
ing. Locals reported the 
continuing roundup and 


imprisonment of young men 
of lighting age by the 
Taleban. 

Meanwhile, Amnesty In- 
ternational demanded Fri- 
day that the Taleban govern- 
ment release up to 2.000 
men whom they claim w'ere 
token from their homes and 
are being held in prison. 

The international human 
rights group said it had 
received information that 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
government had arrested the 
men from the Tajik and Ha- 
zara minorities over the past 
few days. 

“There have been no 
reports that these men were 
involved in fighting. Infor- 
mation received indicates 
that these men have been 
detained solely because of 
their identity as minority 
Tajik, and Hazaras.” the 
group said in a statement. 

“We would therefore con- 
sider them prisoners of con- 
science and demand their 
immediate and uncondition- 
al release.” 

Amnesty said the men 
were being held in appalling 
conditions, had limited ac- 
cess to food and were repor- 
tedly being beaten and ill- 
treated. 

It also believed that they 
were detained to deter their 
family members from join- 
ing opposition forces. 



Two German border policeman drive a speed boot to control the flooded area at the river Oder. Police drive rou- 
tine patrols to prevent plunder as large areas along the swollen river Oder had to be evacuated because of floods, 
which have already wreaked havoc in neighbouring Poland and the Czech Republic, poured into Germany (Reuter 
photo) 

Floodwaters burst banks, 2 German villages evacuated 


POTSDAM, Germany 
(AFP) — Floodwaters burst 
through a Dyke overnight 
creating a one-kilometre 
breach and threatening to 
flood villages in eastern 
Germany, the Brandenburg 
Interior Minstry said Sun- 
day. 

Some 240 inhabitants of 
Brieskow-Ftkenheerd and 
Wieseohau, two villages 
south of Frankfurt An Der 
Oder, were ordered to evac- 
uate. Many of them had 
already left their homes 
Sunday morning, a ministry 
spokesman said. 


The dyke that gave way 
was not on the swollen river 
Oder itself, but on the near- 
by Brieskow Lake. 

The Emergency Services 
had to abandon attempts to 
shore up the dyke, as waters 
inundated several nearby 
roads. 

The army and volunteers 
worked flat out Saturday to 
reinforce dykes along the 
Oder, where much of the 
surrounding land lies below 
the river's usual level. 

Authorities warned of 
new high water levels in the 
middle of next week, but 


said they did not expect a 
repeat of the massive flood- 
ing which has engulfed the 
region in recent days. 

In total. 9.500 people liv- 
ing in the Frankfurt an der 
Oder area were told to leave 
their homes after earlier 
breaches in the dykes Fri- 
day. 

Rescue workers said the 
water level had reached the 
tops of houses in some 
places. 

However some villagers 
were refusing to go. fearing 
looters more than flooding. 

In Poland, where more 


than 50 people have died in 
recent flooding, an antici- 
pated second wave of inun- 
dations proved less destruc- 
tive than had been feared. 

Despite further heavy 
rain, the Oder stayed within 
its banks, the Rescue Ope- 
ration Centre said Sunday. 

In Wroclaw, whose resi- 
dents have suffered three 
weeks of disruption caused 
by the flooding, life was 
returning slowly to normal. 
Tap water was declared safe 
for drinking again if boiled 
first. 


U.S., EU bear down on Cambodia, Burma 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— The United States and 
the European Union (EU) 
kept up the pressure on 
Cambodian strongman Hun 
Sen and attacked Burma's 
military regime at a region- 
al security forum here 
Sunday. 

The political crisis in 
Cambodia following Mr. 
Hun Sen's effective ouster 
of co-Premier Prince Noro- 
dom Ranariddh dominated 
the one-day ASEAN Regio- 
nal Forum involving 21 for- 
eign ministers from Asia, 
North America and Europe. 

The quest for peace in the 
Korean peninsula and inter- 
national disarmament ef- 
forts were also among the 
concerns raised in the forum 
hosted by the the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). 

Ministers urged Mr. Hun 
Sen, represented by Foreign 
Minister Ung Huot, to abide 
by the terms of the 1991 
Paris Peace Accords which 


ended decades of civil war 
in Cambodia and fostered a 
coalition government which 
unravelled after heavy figh- 
ting in Phnom Penh this 
month. 

ASEAN deferred Cambo- 
dia's admission following 
the power struggle and after 
Mr. Hun Sen rebuffed the 
group's efforts to help re- 
solve the crisis. Mr. Hun 
Sen has since softened its 
stance but ASEAN is still 
awaiting a clear statement 
from him on what its role 
would be. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said the 
United States "has made it 
clear to Hun Sen that his 
cooperation with ASEAN’s 
mediation in this effort is 
essential if Cambodia is to 
rejoin fully the international 
community.” 

“Our focus now should be 
on concrete steps to ensure 
that free and fair elections 
are held in Cambodia in 
May of next year.” she said. 


adding that Prince Rana- 
riddh and other leaders of 
the royalist FUNCINPEC 
Party should be allowed to 
return home safely. 

“We expect Hun Sen to 
respect press freedom and 
to lake steps to depoliticise 
the Cambodian military. 
And we should be prepared 
to monitor the elections to 
ensure they are free from 
intimidation.” she added. 

The harshest words were 
reserved for new ASEAN 
member Burma. Mrs. Al- 
bright told the forum that 
“we believe Burma is now 
an anomaly" within 
ASEAN, which admitted 
the country’ last week des- 
pite Western protests. 

Burma and Laos entered 
ASEAN on July 23, joining 
Brunei. Indonesia, Malay- 
sia. the Philippines. Singa- 
pore. Thailand and Vietnam 
in the increasingly influen- 
tial regional organisation. 

Mrs. Albright reiterated 
charges that Buraia's ruling 


junta protects and profits 
from the drug trade, adding 
that despite its ASEAN cre- 
dentials, Burma “will re- 
main outside the South East 
Asian mainstream and iso- 
lated from the global econo- 
my until accountable gov- 
ernment is restored.” 

The EU has ruled out aid 
to Burma until it makes 
progress toward political 
reforms, Luxembourg Fo- 
reign Minister Jacques Poos 
said Sunday. 

Mr. Poos, whose country 
holds the rotating EU presi- 
dency. reiterated that the 
EU had no intention of ex- 
tending a cooperation ag- 
reement it signed with 
ASEAN states to Burma. 

He welcomed as a “very 
positive" development a 
statement by the Cambo- 
dian foreign minister accep- 
ting ASEAN mediation in 
his country’s political con- 
flict. 
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The alarming trials 

IN A few days, 15 world leaders will go on trial 
in London's Trafalgar! Square. Those world 
leaders will not be tried under international or 
British law. They will be sentenced under the 
laws of what the Daily Telegraph describes as 
the most fundamentalists of the many Islamic 
groups operating in Britain: A1 Muhajiroun. 

A1 Muhajiroun has obtained permission from 
the British authorities to hold “the first public 
court of its kind to try the oppressive rulers of 
the world,” rulers <,: gnilty” of oppression 
against Islam. The permission was granted by 
the British Department of Culture, Media and 
Sport. 

The guilty verdict A1 Muhajironn is definitely 
going to issue against the leaders on trial is not 
what is alarming about this incident. The dan- 
ger ties in Britain’s promotion of a fundamen- 
talist group whose platform celebrates the very 
values that true Islam and Western civilisation 
reject. 

If the British authorities see no harm in sanc- 
tioning the trial, the question is how the British 
government will react once the group con- 
demns the world leaders on trial. If A1 
Muhajironn is empowered to hold a public 
trial, will the British government give it or any 
of its zealous followers the right to carry out the 
sentence? 

It will not What it will do though is cry ter- 
rorism, and the victim will be the true image of 
Islam. 

Like many Western countries, Britain is wit- 
nessing a rise in Islamophobia and fear of 
Islam. Lack of positive interaction, misconcep- 
tions and stereotypes are the main reasons for 
the spread of such negative feelings against 
Muslims and their religion. The holding of the 
“Trafalgar trials” can only lead to more disin- 
formation and misconceptions. For that action 
and its consequences, the British authorities 
cannot shun responsibility. 

Instead of granting such a fundamentalist 
group the right to incite people against world 
leaders, the British Department of Culture 
should be working on building bridges of 
understanding among followers of different 
religions and cultures. Instead of promoting 
extremism, Britain should work with moderate 
Muslims who represent true Islam to serve the 
mutual interests of both peoples and to pro- 
mote tolerance, peace and coexistence. That is 
what Britain, other Western countries and the 
Muslim World need. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i daily said Sunday that the 
results of the tawjihi students, as announced Friday by 
the minister of education, reflect not only the failure of 
more than half the students who sat for the examination 
but of the educational system itself. Instead of helping 
students succeed through proper syllabuses and effi- 
cient teachers, the present educational system in gener- 
al and the tawjihi examinations in particular are 
designed in a manner that causes the students to fail 
after struggling for years with their books and hard 
work, said Fakhri Kawar. He said that even students of 
the Jubilee School, which is supposed to include the 
brightest students in Jordan, have failed to pass their 
examination. The Ministry of Education, which 
decides the content of the exams, intentionally seeks to 
make the students fail so that they can turn their atten- 
tion towards vocational training and turn away from 
universities, he charged. The writer said that lowering 
the rates of success and directing students to vocation- 
al training so that Lhey can carry out manual work in an 
already saturated labour market is not the solution. He 
demanded chat the govemnfent cany out an overhaul of 
the present educational system and open the way for all 
students to pursue their higher education after which 
they can determine their own careers. 

A WRITER for A! Arab A1 Yawm expressed the view 
that the Palestinian leadership has been left alone 
struggling against the Israeli oppression and onslaught 
and the Israeli Jewish settlements programme in 
Palestine. Taher Adwan said that the United States 
seems to have removed the Middle East question from 
its list of priorities and the Egyptians seem to have 
opted for refraining from pressuring Netanyahu to 
accept the rules of the peace process, while the 
Europeans are satisfied with the role of providing eco- 
nomic aid. It is feared that the Palestinians, faced with 
so many odds and confronting the adamant Israeli 
stand, could succumb to^pressure and accept Israel’s 
terms and return to the negotiating table in humiliation, 
warned the writer. He said that the present stage is very 
critical, and all Arab states, not only those involved in 
the peace process directly, ought to exert pressure on 
the U.S., Israel and the Europeans to bring about a 
change in the Israeli government's stand and halt the 
settlement programme in Arab territories so that the 
negotiation can continue and just peace be reached. He 
said that Jordan and Palestine should closely coordi- 
nate their positions and stand firm in the face of the 
Israeli challenge because the Jewish settlement pro- 
gramme constitutes the main stumbling block on the 
road to peace and, if allowed to continue, an explosion 
in the region will be inevitable. 



More is needed to attract 
foreign direct investment to Jordan 


THE WORLD Trade Organisation (WTO) has been 
under pressure from the developed countries, particularly 
the U.S.. to approve regulation that forces member 
nations to improve working conditions. The reasoning 
behind the push is that poor countries, which tend to have 
low labour wages and more austere working conditions, 
with no safety standards, tend to have an unfair compar- 
ative advantage in international trade because they can 
produce at a cheaper cosL Therefore, according to this 
argument, equating standards worldwide not only 
improves the lot of workers across the globe, but also 
makes international competition fairer. 

Although h has not been proved yet whether the claims 
of the developed nations hold water or not, the Financial 
Market Trends report by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development demonstrates that foreign 
direct investment (FDI) flows have gone primarily to the 
developed countries, not to the low-wage developing 
nations. In fact, the lion’s share of investment went to the 
U.S. and Britain, which managed to attract half of all 
investment flows reported by members of the OECD in 
1996, as both countries recorded large increases in capi- 
tal inflows. Furthermore, eight of the top ten recipients of 
FDI in the period 1991-1995 were developed, high-wage 
countries. 

The U.S. received $195 billion, while Britain and 
France came in third and fourth place, with $81 billion 
and $64 billion. China and Mexico came in second and 


eighth, with inflows of $113 billion and $32 billion, 
respectively. The Benelux countries, Spain, Sweden and 
Canada took the remaining top ten spots. Furthermore, 
Germany, a country renowned for the high wages of its 
workers, was ranked 14th in the study. 

The study gave much insight into what attracts invest- 
ment into one country instead of another. First, FDI flows 
have an extremely positive correlation with privatisation, 
merger and acquisition activities. Privatisation activity in 
Egypt is probably one of the main reasons that invest- 
ment flows there were 18 limes the flows to Jordan. 

Privatisation has been attracting direct and equity 
investment throughout the world. In 1996, worldwide pri- 
vatisation receipts were $88 billion and mergers and 
acquisitions were $263 billion. 

Another important factor in the determination of the 
direction of investment flow is know-how: countries that 
have been the largest recipients of EDI were also some of 
the most advanced countries of the world, with China and 
Mexico being the exception. Company culture was 
another important determinant of the level of investment 
flows. Furthermore, the competitiveness of companies 
and ihe reliability of relations among them were cited as 
more important determinants of FDI than government 
policy. 

More important still, cheap labour came as a very 
insignificant determinant of die flow of FDL Countries 
that are renowned for their low-cost labour were almost 


completely bypassed by the study because they did not 
do well. This is an indication that the “cheap iabouf 
argument does not necessarily show that die country has 
an unfair advantage in attracting investments; it is tech- 
nology, know-how and quality production that will win 
the day for any economy. This has been evidenced by the 
phenomenally bullish U.S. market and its unprecedented 

six-year economic growth, a trend which is Ekelyto con- 
tinue in the next two years. Again the message of com- 
petitiveness, as presented by the Harvard scholar 
Professor Michael Porter; seems to explain today’a 
trends. 

How does Jordan fit into all this? FDI flows to Jordan 
remain low compared to flows to other countries fo the 
region. For example, FDI flows to Israel were 48 times 
the size of the flows to Jordan in 1996. 

Recent complaints that the government is not doing 
enough to attract investments are reminiscent of past 
complaints that the government is to blame for every- 
thing. The truth of the matter is that it is the level of com- 
petitiveness which is important and what competition 
creates in terms of technological advancements and 
know-how- Then, intellectual property rights legislation 
has to be enforced and the private sector encouraged to 
compete within the proper antitrust framework. 

In short the way forward is through information tech- 
nology and offering a value-added economy; the way 
backward 1 is, of course, die status quo. 


Or Wjhe 


Media coverage of Mir 
‘not just wrong but harmful’ 



By G Wynne Dyer 

THE LAST time I saw the 
prototype of .the Russian 
space shuttle “Buran", it 
was sitting in Gorky Park in 
Moscow, covered in snow, 
awaiting conversion into an 
up-market restaurant 

That says a lot about the 
financial plight of the 
Russian space programme: 
Buran, like many other pro- 
jects, was scrapped because 
the money ran out. But it 
does not tell anything about 
the competence, dedication 
and ingenuity of the 
Russianswho still work in 
toe space programme — 
and toe world’s media have 
not been telling us much 
about that either. 

The Russian space station 
Mir has been in orbit for 
eleven years, but it is only 
since its run of bad luck 
started with a fire in 
February that toe rest of the 
world has finally noticed it 
was there. And almost all 
toe media coverage has 
been negative, not just 
about Mir’s advanced age 
(like the U.S. space shut- 
tles, it was built in toe 80s 
using late 70s technology), 
but about Russian technol- 
ogy, Russian skills and 
Russia in general. 

It is what the media do 
best: suddenly notice a 
problem that everybody 
paying attention has known 
about for years, inflate it 
into an instant crisis, pon- 
tificate sententiously about 
it for a week or two — and, 
often, miss toe point entire- 
ly. The point in this case 
being that Mir is not a fail- 
ure but a remarkable suc- 
cess. 

Mir's designers did not 
expect it to remain in use 
more than five yeans, so 
there has been a lot of mod- 
ification and repair as its 
original components wore 
out or became obsolete. It 
is not perfectly safe, either. 


space isn’t. But for toe past 
eleven years. while 
American shuttle crews 
paid brief tourist visits to 
orbit, Russians have been 
living there. Ninety per 
cent of the total time that 
people have spent in space 
has been spent aboard Mir. 

It is not falling apart 
before our very eyes, either. 
The February fire may have 
been due to faulty equip- 
ment, but both last month's 
collision with a cargo drone 
that holed the Spektr mod- 
ule and halved the station’s 
power, and last week’s 
computer failure that 
plunged Mir into darkness 
and left it spinning out of 
control, were plain old 
human error. 

If somebody accidentally 
unplugs a computer from 
its power source, it will 
crash whether it is eleven 
years old or brand new. If 
you miscalculate toe mass 
of a cargo drone when 
moving it by remote con- 
trol, it will not stop where 
you want it to, and it may 
crash into you. At least one 
of Mir's three-man crew 
has very poor hand-brain 
coordination, which is not a 
good thing on a spacecraft 

As a result of these prob- 
lems, the morale aboard 
Mir is pretty low, which has 
turned into a problem in its 
own right "This is a 
kindergarten,” muttered 
mission control Director 
Vladimir Solovyov at one 
point in June, as he ordered 
the three-man crew of Mir 
to stop their preparations to 
abandon ship. He deserves 
our sympathy — but more 
importantly, he deserves 
our respect 

Solovyov is a former cos- 
monaut himself, and typical 
of the generation that made 
toe old Soviet Union first 
into space, first to put a 
human being into orbit and 
first to build a permanent 
space station, all using 


technology and construc- 
tion methods as different 
from toe American 
approach as a Lada is from 
a Cadillac. And frankly, if 
you are venturing off the 
beaten track, you might be 
better off driving a Lada. 

Ladas break down from 
time to time, but they are 
easily repaired and they 
never fail catastrophically. 
The same is true of Russian 
spacecraft' in 40 years of 
Soviet and Russian space 
exploration, only two cos- 
monauts have died in space 
or on toe pad. 

The equivalent American 
figure is ten — and the U.S. 
space programme was very 
fortunate not to lose three 
more on Apollo 13. This is 
not just bad luck. The 
United States started toe 
“space race” far behind, so 
it cut a lot of safety comers 
to catch up. In addition, the 
American fascination with 
high-tech solutions pro- 
duced systems that were 
brilliantly elegant while 
they worked (which was 
almost always), and cata- 
strophic when they failed. 

The U.S. Apollo pro- 
gramme was a classic 
example of the approach: 
edge-of- to e-envelope tech- 
nology, millions of differ- 
ent components and mis- 
sion plans of breath-taking 
complexity. It worked: 
Americans were first on the 
moon. But the last three 
missions were cancelled as 
much for safety reasons as 
to save money. 

The Russians plodded 
steadfastly on, and in 1986 
they put up toe world’s first 
orbital station. “Mir”. It 
was no mean achievement 
The “Freedom" space sta- 
tion that begins construc- 
tion late this year will 
weigh 400 tonnes and have 
a permanent crew of six. 
Mir, put up eleven years 
ago, weighs 120 tonnes and 
has a permanent crew of 


three. 

Congressman James 
Sensenbrenner, head of toe 
Science Committee of the 
U.S. House of 
Representatives, gives 
sound bites about how “I, 
for one, can no longer stand 
idle by as mishap after 
mishap occurs while we 
continue to plan toe next 
shuttle mission to Mir.” But 
in fact the Russian space 
station has all the virtues 
and detects of the T-34 
tank: it is ugly, it is not 
state-of-the-art but it can 
survive almost anything. 

It is also vital to toe sur- 
vival of toe Russian space 
programme, home to about 
half toe space expertise on 
this planet because after 
toe collapse of toe old 
Soviet Union toe Russian 
space budget fell by 80 per 
cent People like Solovyov 
are being paid less than 
$400 a month (and often 
are not paid at all). 

The only thing keeping 
the whole show on the road 
is the $400 milli on a year 
that the United States pays 
to give its astronauts access 
to Mir. You could argue that 
toe U.S. is not getting value 
for money, and in toe nar- 
rowest sense you might be 
right. But it is a very small 
price to pay for preserving 
all this expertise until 
“Freedom’’ starts operating 
ia two years’ time and a 
whole new era of space 
exploration begins. 

It is an even smaller price 
to pay for preserving 
Russian self-respect and a 
sense of partnership with 
toe U.S. at a time when the 
NATO alliance is expand- 
ing almost up to Russia’s 
own borders. Russians are 
having a very hard time at 
toe moment, and toe openly 
patronising tone of Western 
media coverage of Mir’s 
problems is not just wrong 
but harmful. 


LETTERS 


Altfor the sake of peace 


lb the Editor: 

I 

THE TENURE of yet another Israeli diplomat — 
Shalom Tourgeman — has come to its usual coiHg 
elusion. As protocol and other considerations^ 
would | have it, Mr. Tourgeman’s senior threw 
farewell party in his honour. 

Some people would have their brows raised at tb|| 
idea of Jordanians bidding farewell to an Israeli 
diplomat at a time when relations between togg 
Likud-led government and the Arabs, including 
Jordan, are not at their best _ ; -ism 

But there is an answer to every question! '^gS 
almo st. This, not a black-tie, reception should nw 
escape noticing. All concerned should read it caSSl 
fully. Those Jordanians who showed up — mdajgj 
ing myself — were indirectly sending a messaj||| 
and making a statement of optimism and confi|| 
dence that despite the circumstances and probtefcgll 
there is still a level of communication betroM 
human beings for the one and only reason, peace*?! 


Metri Tw 
Amman, 1111 





Health benefits all 


To the Editor: 

THERE WAS a lot of value in the editorial “Health 
for all” (Jordan Times, July 17, 1997), but you 
actually wrote about insurance to cover ill-health, 
for whatever reason, of a growing population. The 
problem now being faced by countries such as 
Britain and the U.S. is financing geriatric medica- 
tion for an ever-increasing elderly populace. 

Thus, what is actually necessary now, is a pre- 
ventive medical system aimed at controlling self- 
imposed obesity and internal organ deterioration in 
a modem society. 

This is an educational problem for the over-for- 
ties who, having slowed down physical and mental 
work after having obtained certain set goals, do not 
see it necessary anymore to further work on 
improving their abilities and taking on the task of 
being responsible for their future health, both 
physical and mental. 

The human mind and body is constructed to last 
up to 120 years, when cared for properly, and as 
scientific discoveries continue, the period could 
even increase to 140 years. One then can see the 
possibilities which lie ahead for active individuals, 
providing they give due attention to themselves 
and design a maintenance scheme to give them 
continued good health for as long as possible. 

Again, it all depends on education. People must 
be taught to look after themselves as individuals, 
and as a family. 

1 am just into my eighties, not using doctors or 
hospitals, and still able to walk ana swim dis- 
tances, climb stairs and run when necessary; and I 
know I have to work on keeping myself both men- 
tally and physically active. 

To enjoy a full life, flexibility and balance must 
be maintained, for toe problems of ageing usually 
show themselves internally and must be dealt with 
there. 

In a climate such as Jordan’s, there is no reason 
at all why people should not be at their healthiest 
at eighty. It would also be an economic advantage, 
as good health means no drag on the country's 
resources. 


Paul Saint, 
Aqaba. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contribu- 
tions from its readers on any issue they wish to 
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as welL Names can be withheld upon request but 
only under special circumstances. Letters are sub- 
ject to editing and abridging . 
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stone monuments face destruction 



By A He Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan times 

DOUilENS, STONE mon- 
uments dotting the Jordan- 
ian countryside, might dis- 
appear as they are being 
vandalised by tomb robbers, 
and road projeclx, “friends 
of archaeology" warn. 

Dolmens, ancient monu- 
ments made of stone slabs, 
go back to the Bronze Age. 
to about 2000-3000 years 
BC. They are similar to the 
famous Stonehenge monu- 
ment in England and mono- 
. litfo in France and Spain. 
r Typically dolmens consist 
of thick flat stone slabs: 
two or four upright blocks 
form the sides and u large 
slab on top forms the roof; 
they are referred to by sci- 
entists as “stone tables”, or 
box-like and hut- like struc- 
tures. 

Dr. Mohammed Waheeb, 
an archaeologist at the 
Department of Antiquities, 
attributes the destruction of 
these dolmens to two ele- 
ments: “The first is nature 
which, with its erosion fac- 
^ tors like rain, wind and 
sand, c auses the decay and 
downfall of the .stones. The 
second is the human factor: 
the destructive nature of 
man pauses a constant 
threat to monuments in Jor- 
dan”. 


He said Thai ‘The govern- 
ment has to face and cope 
with greedy habits of tomb 
robbers seeking gold, in 
addition to ignorant people 
making quarries out of the 
areas where dolmens are 
located. There are also Con- 
struction sites and road pro- 
jects that destroy dolmens 
in the area". 

Another important human 
factor contributing to the 
destruction of dolmens is 
agriculture: their presence 
on many farming lands lim- 
its the aw of farmers to 
these lands, so fanners tend 
to destroy them in order to 
benefit from ihe entire 

S 'ece of land, according to 
r. Waheeb. 

The purpose of these dol- 
mens Is still not fully estab- 
lished; some believe them 
to be places of worship to 
the gods of the sky and 
earth, which they justify by 
the shape the stones anp 
structured. 

Found Qsous, a pharma- 
cist by profession and a 
novelist, explained that the 
Bronze Age man believed 
that ail things related to 
life, birth and fertility 
depended on a great female 
god, represented by their 
stones in the shape of a 
woman’s womb (triangu- 
lar). 

In time, their idea of it 


evolved lo two gods: a god 
of the skies and a god of the 
canh. The god of the sky 
would bring rain, thunder 
and lightning which, in 
him, after the storm has 
subsided, would make life 
and greenery bloom on 
earth. The place of the 
storm would represent the 
visit of the male god, 
recognised as the thunder 
and lightning, to the earth 
god 

This process was pic- 
tured in the structure of the 
dolmens: they ore built in a 
circular form, made up of 
big stones looking like a 
horseshoe and surrounding 
a stone in the middle, repre- 
senting the female god. 
Close by. as if pul in ran- 
dom order, is a tall stone 
pillar representing the male 
god The significance of 
this pillar can be seen on 
the longest day of the year: 
when the sun rises, the 
stone casts its shadow 
which moves slowly until it 
reaches the middle of the 
horseshoe shape stones to 
settle on top the stone in the 
middle that represents the 
female god; then it with- 
draws. signifying the mar- 
riage of the two gods and 
insuring a lasting life and a 
new year of fertility,*' Mr. 
Qsous said. 

Others, however, tend to 


believe that the dolmens are 
grave sites, due to the fact 
that some skeletal remains 
have been found in cham- 
bers built below the floor 
slabs of the dolmen. 

“This lower chamber was 
constructed exactly under- 
neath the megalith’s upper 
structure; it was built on a 
stone pavement and formed 
a subterranean structure 
that was in fact a prototype 
of the upper structure into 
which the bodies would be 
placed" says an article in 
the book “Archaeology of 
Jordan; Essays and 
Reports" by Kheir Yassine. 

“One of these Dolmens 
was moved from the Dami- 
ah site and placed in front 
of the Jordan University 
Museum to be safe and pro- 
tected and to be looked a! 
and appreciated by students 
of the university. This way. 
we would be protecting ine 
dolmen and educating the 
younger generation on their 
cultural heritage." Dr. 
Wabeeb said. 

Artist and archaeologist 
Ammar Khammash 

believes otherwise: “Mov- 
ing this dolmen from its 
place of origin to another 
spot is more harmful that 
beneficial, because by 
moving a monument, wc 
would be cutting it off from 
its context and planting it in 



Standing dolmen (above) and monuments destroyed by nature of vandalism (below left) 



a totally different environ- 
ment; thus, the contextual 
preservation is lost and we 
end up as merely selling an 
item and not telling the 
whole story' behind it.” 

He also referred to anoth- 
er procedure the govern- 
ment uses to protect monu- 
ments: buying land plots 
containing all these monu- 
ments, fencing them and 
appointing a guard to pro- 
tect and watch over them. 
This, according to Mr. 
K hammas h, is rather 
impractical and needs a 
great deal of money, in 
addition to the fact that 
“they cannot buy every 
piece of land that happens 
to have a monument, plus 
those who own the land 
may not want to sell it. 
They could even demand 
too much money for the 
land." ■ * 

The dolmens are located 
in many areas around Jor- 
dan; they spread ’from Kafr 
Youba, in Irbid. to AI 
Mutawik Mountain, on the 
Mafraq-Irbid road; some 
are located in Jerash and 
Madaba and in the Jordan 
Valley. Damiah has around 
164 recorded dolmens, but 
the estimated number is 
close to 200. 

Dr. Fawaz Ziadeen, 
research assistant at the 


Department of Antiquities, 
said that most of the dol- 
mens destroyed and van- 
dalised by either road con- 
structions or tomb robbers 
are in the area between 
Madaba and Karak, in the 
Wall Valley. AI Mureighat 
and Kafr Abeel. 

Dr. Waheeb said thar 
“preservation of these mon- 
uments is hard, especially 
due to the natural factors 
and knowing that the gov- 
ernment has very limited 
resources, and the proce- 
dure is very expensive. 

As far as the human fac- 
tor is concerned, he said 
that “there should be better 
cultural and social aware- 
ness. people should be edu- 
cated more on their history, 
books should be published 
and distributed on a large 
scale to reach the average 
man and not just the 
archaeologists and spe- 
cialised people”. 

Mr. Khammash said that 
“because we do not have a 
good information system, 
many people would not 
regard the dolmens as an 
archaeological object; 
instead, they would be 
passed by unnoticed, due to 
the fact that the whole per- 
spective on archaeology 
relates to Roman, beautiful- 
ly cut stones and not early 


dolmens, representing the 
first step between nature 
and man shaped stone." 

Therefore, the solution, 
according to him, lies in 
good governmental man- 
agement: “They should 

come up with a plan of 
management of the cultural 
heritage, starting with per- 
forming surveys on all 
locations in the country and 
providing the public with a 
comprehensive map that 
includes all the needed 
information. 

Then, limit excavations or 
stop them; since excavation 
in itself means systematic 
destruction of the sites, 
especially at the hands of a 
bad archaeologist, the gov- 
ernment should limit exca- 
vations and shift gears from 
underground to above- 
ground in order to focus 
more on surface survey.” 

“There is so much cultur- 
al heritage and so few 
resources and our manage- 
ment ability is so bad that 
the more we excavate the 
more management burdens 
we have," he added. 

He suggested publishing 
more information on all the 
monuments, providing 
comprehensive explana- 
tions of them, appointing 
interpreters to explain and 
rewrite archaeological 


reports and making them 
accessible to the wider pub- 
lic. “And, most important, 
give the whole story behind 
the site and not just limit it 
to a certain monument, 
without including the entire 
background.” 

“We have to undo years 
of. wrong advertisement on 
Jordanian archaeology, 
shift it from monument 
centric to their total land- 
scape, and try to present the 
whole thing as a full fabric 
not just the ornamental cen- 
tre of the fabric. Only then 
people would stop harming 
or vandalising their cultural 
heritage,” Mr. Kammash 
concluded. 

Mr. Qsous, in an article in 
AI Ra'i newspaper, wrote 
about the destruction of 
these monuments saying: 
“We do not try to find out 
more about these monu- 
ments. We merely presume 
that the government alone 
is the part responsible for 
their protection and for 
safeguarding them from 
any harm, while we have 
nothing to contribute to that 
act, which is rather sad and 
shocking. Bulldozers open- 
ing a road to a nearby 
mountain would destroy 
everything in site or even 
make quarries of these 
stones.” 


Jordan wins soccer gold 


(Continued from page 1) 

return. Sizeable rewards await the 
ream with pledges by various 
companies and individuals reach- 
ing over JD 100,000 until press 
time. 

Syria were reduced to ten men 
late in the fust half when the 
Lebanese referee booked a playcr. 
Jordan’s Munir Abu Haniash and 
Ra’fat AD lost scoring chances 
before Tadros. who joined the 
action in ibe second half, scored 
the game-winning goal 

The match, which was disrupt- 
ed for a few moments by angry 
Syrian fans following the Jordan- 
ian goal, capped two weeks of 
cunqxtition in which 3,000 ath- 
letes from 19 countries took pan. 

As Syria settled for the silver 
medal Lebanon look the bronze 
after a 3-1 win over Kuwait in the 
match deciding 3rd and 4th 
places. 

Jordanians again took to the 
streets following the match bonk- 
ing hams md waving flags in cd- 
ebratkar just as they did when the 


team scored a landmark 3-2 win 
over Kuwait lo qualify for the 
final for the first time. 

Syria had overcome Lebanon 
3-2 in the other semi-final to qual- 
ify for the finaL 

Ionian’s team inpressed 
onlookers and upset expectations 
by winning the gold especially as 
the achievement came after dimi- 
naiing Kuwait — a team with an 
impressive record in Asia and a 
World Cup qualifier in 1982 — lo 
advance to the finaL 

Eight countries took part in the 
soccer even. Group 1 included 
Jordan, Lebanon, Oman raid 
Libya while Group 2 included 
Kuwait, the UAE, Syria and Mau- 
ritania. 

Only the top two teams in each 
group qualified to tbe second 
round. 

Ionian and Lebanon qualified 
from Group 1 while Syria and 
Kuwait qualified Group 2. 

Jordan bear Oman 3-1, and 
drew 1-1 with Libya and 
Lchanon. Syria bear the UAE 3- L 
Kuwait 2-1 and Marritauia 1-ftn 


Jordan, Palestine lash out at settlement plans 


(Continued from page 1) 

Amoud in east Jerusalem. 
The Arab population of Ras 
AI Amoud is estimated at 
11,000 people. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 

informed Palestinian offi- 
cials Saturday that his gov- 
ernment will stop the build- 
ing of the Jewish neigh- 
bourhood “at this time ” 

“Mr. Netanyahu’s posi- 
tion was positive on this 
particular issue, and as we 
came to know, this issue 
will be postponed at this 
time. We have to return to 
realism and work in the 
direction of pushing the 
peace process forward and 
not backward," Dr. 
Tarawneh said. 

Mr. Abbas and Dr. 
Tarawneh, who met for one 
hour, said their talks Sun- 
day were part of tire Ameri- 
can, European and Egypt- 
ian efforts to resume the 


peace talks between the 
Palestine National Authori- 
ty (PNA) and Israel. 

These meetings are 
aimed at pushing the peace 
process ahead... We have 
discussed the ways to 
remove the obstacles in the 
path of the peace process 
and bring it to a happy end," 
Mr. Abbas, also known as 
Abu Mazen, said. 

Mr. Tarawneh denied 
speculations that arrange- 
ments were under way to 
hold a three-party summit, 
that would include Jordan- 
ian, Palestinian and Egypt- 
ian officials, but noted that 
political contacts between 
these parties have not been 
halted and are continuing. 

“The Arab meetings are 
continuing whether in the 
form of contacts or meet- 
ings. When the (Arab) lead- 
ers feel that there is a neces- 
sity for this matter (sum- 
mit), it will take place," Dr. 
Tarawneh said. “But let Ae 


emphasise that the trilateral 
contacts are at their peak," 
be added. 

The minister said meet- 
ings between Jordanian and 
Palestinian trade officials, 
which started on Saturday 
in Amman, were aimed at 
“overcoming the problems” 
that impede the flow of 
goods between Jordan and 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

These problems and 
obstacles are from our side 
and their side (the Palestini- 
ans), and we have to solve 
them... there is a third party 
(Israel) which exists and we 
both have to organise 
(trade) relationships with 
it,” Dr. Tarawneh stressed 

Dr. Tarawneh denied 
reports of a Jordanian “ini- 
tiative" to break the ice in 
the talks between the Pales- 
tinians and Israelis, but 
affirmed that Jondanian- 
PaJestinian talks were part 
of other efforts in tbe 


region. 

According to Mr. Abbas, 
European Union efforts, 
spearheaded by the EU 
envoy, Miguel Moratinos, 
to achieve a breakthrough 
in the Palestinian-Israeli 
talks were “positive” but 
they should “be supported 
by American and Arab 
efforts." 

Mr. Abbas’ visit to the 
Kingdom is the fourth by a 
Palestinian official in less 
than four weeks. 

Chief Palestinian negotia- 
tor Nabil Shaath, PNA min- 
ister in charge of the 
Jerusalem file, Faisal Hus- 
seini, and Mr. Abbas held 
separate talks with Jordan- 
ian officials on a previous 
visit this month. 

Last week. Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali vis- 
ited the West Bank town of 
Ramallah and met with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat. 


Eight die in Belgian air show crash, one critical 


(Continued from page ]) 

flies immediately over the 
spectators. 

A Belgian aviation expert 
said the German-made Fal- 
con XT 300 had failed to 
pull up, which could point 
to mechanical failure. 

Alternatively, the pilot 
could have passed out dur- 
ing a series of horizontal 
spins which involve great 
strain on plane and pilot 
from the forces of gravity, 
“there appears to have been 
uo reaction by the pilot, 71 he 
said. 

Eyewitness Patrick Beug- 
nies told Reuters: “I saw 
one s mall plane make 
strange movements about 
100 metres away, it 


crashed, there was a sea of 
flames and thick black 
smoke.” 

It fell on a first aid post at 
the edge of die spectator 
area. “My father, standing 
next to me, saw the white 
canvas fly up and then there 
were flames... no thing was 
left of the plane." 

Asked on Belgian radio 
whether safety rales had 
been obeyed, Vande Lan- 
otte said: “for as far we can 
see now, yes." 

Ostende airport director, 
Luc Van Bouwel told 
Reuters he had been wor- 
ried about holding air 
shows at civil airports. “I 
think this kind of show is 
better performed at a mili- 
tary base.” 


A British pilot said at the 
show, “this is no more dan- 
gerous than driving....By 
the way, most people die in 
their beds.” 

Sunday’s displays at the 
two-day show in Ostende 
were cancelled because of 
the crash but authorities in 
the eastern Belgian town of 
Hechtel said a show there 
would be held as planned, 
but safety measures would 
be stepped up. 

King Albert and Queen 
Paola interrupted their holi- 
days in Italy and flew back 
to Belgium to join Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene 
to pay their respects to the 
dead at an Ostende mortu- 
ary. 

They were joined by 


members of the Royal Fal- 
cons team and the Jordan- 
ian ambassador in Belgium, 
Omaya Toukan. 

"We were 1 1, now we are 
10," a team member said. 
The Falcons would not fly 
at Hechtel, but was to return 
back home later on Sunday. 

Mr. Toukan said the dead 
pilot, 28 and married with- 
out children, would be 
flown home on a special 
flight later on Sunday. 

In the world’s worst air 
show disaster at Ramstem, 
Germany, in August 1988, 
70 people died when three 
Italian jets collided in mid- 
air. One burst into flames 
and ploughed into the 
crowd. 


U.S., U.K. aim to 'kill more 
Iraqis ’ charges Baghdad 


(Continued from page 1) 

at the end of 1996 to finance 
imports of food and medi- 
cine, as well as to pay repa- 
rations for tbe 1991 Gulf 
war and to finance U.N. 
operations in Iraq. 

UN. sanctions have been 
in force since Iraq's August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

Health Minister Umid 
Medhat Mubarak, who 
along with Mr. Saleh attend- 
ed the opening of a Syrian 
pharmaceutical fair in 
B aghdad said Iraq has 
received only 1.4 per cent of 
medicine due over die first 
six months of the U.N. 
accord. 


The value of the medicine 
delivered to date is “not 
more than $3 milUiou," be 
said. 

Iraq was to have received 
$210 million worth of med- 
icine and sanitary equip- 
ment by June, and only half 
of the 2.3 million tonnes of 
food products have so for 
been delivered. 

But Eric Fait, spokesman 
for the coordinator of UN. 
humanitarian affairs in Iraq, 
calculated earlier this month 
that Baghdad has received 
seven million dollars worth 
of medicine, or three per 
cent of its allocation. 


U.S. Jewish magnate insists 
can build in Arab Jerusalem 


(Continued from page 1) 

It’s a democratic coun- 
try,” be said. 

Egypt, Jordan and the 
Palestinians have slammed 
the plan as a dire threat to 
peace despite Netanyahu’s 
vow to block the project 
Mr. Netanyahu Saturday 
contacted all three, as well 
as Washington, to say he 
had no intention to build at 
present 

The approval came with 
relations between Israel 
and the Pales tinians already 
in crisis over Israel's break- 
ing ground in March on the 


Jabal Abu Ghneim settle- 
ment on an Arab east 
Jerusalem hilltop. 

“You can’t allow this 
provocative project to... 
further bury the peace 
process and spark blood- 
shed.” Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat's adviser 
Ahmad Tibi told array 
radio. 

Palestinians want Arab 
east Jerusalem, occupied by 
Israel from Jordan in 1967. 
as capita] of a future state. 
Israel views all of the city 
as its “united, eternal” cap- 
ital. 


Biological inspectors start job 
in Iraq after end pf Butler visit 


(Continued from page Ij 

complained that the govern- 
ment of Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein was trying to 
hide weapons and docu- 
ments from inspectors. 

However, Ml Butler also 
said in Kuwait after leaving 
Baghdad that he expected 
the job of destroying Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction 
would not finish for “a long 
time." 

The elimination of Iraq’s 
dangerous weapons was 
called for by the UN. Secu- 
rity Council after tbe Iraqi 
army invaded Kuwait in 
1990, leading to die 1991 
Gulf war that drove the Iraqis 
out of the neighbouring Arab 
state. 

The Security Council 
imposed sanctions on Iraq — 
including a ban on exporting 
oil — and said the, sanctions 
would not be lifted until 
UN. inspectors determined 
that Iraq’s hazardous 


Weapons and anus manufac- 
turing systems had been 
destroyed 

The team headed by Mr. 
Kraatz-Wadsack includes 
nine outside experts who 
have been joined by two offi- 
cials from the permanent 
Baghdad monitoring office. 
Ml Lomas said. 

Mr. Butler took over from 
Mr. Ekeus, a Swede, on July 
1. 

The visits of Mr. Butler 
and the weapons inspection 
team coincide with UN. 
study of an Iraqi food distri- 
bution plan under the oil-fbr- 
food deal reached between 
the United Nations and Iraq. 

Last year, the Security 
Council approved a plan for 
Baghdad to seQ 52 billion in 
oil over six months and buy 
food and medicines with the 
revenues. Iraq submitted tbe 
food distribution plan in line 
with plans for it to sell anoth- 
er 52 billion in ofl over tbe 
next six months. 
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Aqaba port 
to cut charges 
for exporters 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's 
Aqaba port will soon halve 
its loading charges on con- 
tainer cargo exports to 
boost sales of local goods 
in outside markets and help 
attract more regional busi- 
ness. shippers said Sunday. 

The move applies to all 
container traffic of Jordan- 
ian or non-Jordanian origin 
exported via the Kingdom’s 
Red Sea Port of Aqaba and 
is expected to come into 
effect early next month 
after it is published in the , 
Official Gazette. 

The Aqaba Ports Authori- 
ty's recommendation has 
already won cabinet t 
approval. 

But it excludes empty 
containers and bulk cargo 
exported under bilateral 
protocols such as the coun- 
try’s main foreign currency 
earners potash and 
posphates cargo mostly 
sold to traditional markets 
in long-term supply deals, 
they said. 

“It will give exporters a 
boost but we hope it will 


not be offset by the port 
imposing a new tax on 
export freight” said Talal 
Halawani, head of Jordan's 
Maltnms Shipping Agents. 

It will give a boost to 
reexports of live sheep and 
sugar to neighbouring mar- 
kets and would apply to 
transit goods from neigh- 
bouring countries such as 
Syria and Iraq if trade sanc- 
tions are lifted on Baghdad, 
shippers say. 

Loading costs on a 20 
foot container will drop to 
9.6 dinars ($14) from 19.2 
dinars while a 40 foot con- 
tainer's charges will drop to 
15 dinars against a previous 
30 dinars. 

Aqaba port, which has 
grown as a regional port 
serving primarily the Iraqi 
market, has been gradually 
reducing tariffs to enhance 
its competitiveness as a 
regional transit port. It has 
sought more business 
opportunities offered by 
Iraq's U.N. oil-for-food- 
deal. 


Kuwait’s trade surplus 
rises more than 40% 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait’s trade surplus rose by 
42 per cent in 1996 to more 
than $7 billion, mainly due to 
higher oil prices, figures 
released by the Planning Min- 
istry showed Sunday. 

Total exports in 1996 
reached 4.675 billion dinars 
($15.4 billion J, a rise of 21 per 
cent on the previous year, 
while imparts were 2.507 bil- 
lion dinars ($8.27 billion), 
eight per cent higher than 
1995. 

The trade surplus in 1996 
was 2.168 billion dinars ($7.1 
billion), compared with 1.530 
billion dinitf ($5.0 billion ) the 
year before, a 42 per cent rise, 
the report said. 

Kuwait's main expert is oil 


and oil-related products, and 
economists attributed die rise 
in the surplus to higher oil 
prices in 1996. 

Non -oil exports, including 
local products and reexports, 
were only 227 milli on dinars 
($747 million) in 1996. five per 
cent higher than a year earfiec 
Kuwait produces some twd 
million barrels of oil a day, 
mainly for export as crude or 
refined products. 

The United States kept its 
place as die top exporter to the 
northern Gulf emirate in 1996, 
exporting goods worth 419 
million dinars ($1.4 billion ). 

It was followed by Japan, 
which exported goods to 
Kuwait worth 303 million 
dinars ($997 million ). 
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A Precious World Of Cold And Gems. 


At Amra Forum Hotel Shops. Amman-Phone: 5527118 


Palestinian jobless 
rate stays high 


AL BIREH, West Bank (R) 
— The Palestinian Bureau 
of Statistics said Saturday 
the unemployment rate in 
Palestinian areas remained 
high in the second quarter 
of 1997 despite a slight 
drop from the previous two 
months. 

The bureau had calculat- 
ed unemployment rates for 
two-month periods begin- 
ning in September 1995. 
The current survey reflects 
the bureau’s new policy of 
issuing the figures quarter- 
ly- 

Hassan Abu Libdeh, head 
of the Palestinian Central 
Bureau of Statistics 
(PCBS), said unemploy- 
ment among Palestinians 
stood at 18.9 per cent in the 
second quarter of 1997, 
down from 19.5 per cent in 
February and March of this 
year. 

“Despite the slight 
decline in the unemploy- 
ment rate, it is still one of 
the highest in the world,” 
Mr. Abu Libdeh told 
Reuters. 

In April-May 1996. 
unemployment stood at 
28.4 per cent. 

Israel has periodically 
sealed off the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip since parts 
of those areas came under 
Palestinian rule in 1994 
under a plo-Lsrael peace 
deal- 

One of the strictest clo- 
sures was imposed in 1996 
after a series of militant 
suicide attacks killed 59 
people in Israel. It account- 
ed for higher unemploy- 
ment rates in 1996. 


Giving figures for the 
main Palestinian regions, 
Mr. Abu Libdeh said the 
unemployment rate in the 
West Bank stood at 15.6 
per cent in the second quar- 
ter of 1997, down from 
17.7 per cent in the prior 
two months. Unemploy- 
ment in the Gaza Strip rose 
to 26.3 per cent compared 
to 24. 1 per cent in the prior 
two months. 

Unemployment in the 
West Bank in April-May 
1996 was 24.3 per cent It 
was 39.1 per cent in Gaza 
in that period. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh said the 
productive labour force 
made up 40.9 per cent of 
the 2.64 million population 
of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, and that 16.6 
per cent of the productive 
labour force worked in 
Israel in the second quarter 
compared to 1S.6 per cent 
in February and March. 

Closures, which Pales- 
tinians label collective pun- 
ishment, prevent thousands 
of Palestinian workers from 
reaching jobs in Israel and 
have caused a change in 
Palestinian employment 
patterns, the official said. 

“We found that many 
men have started doing 
what traditionally were 
women's jobs such as 
working in the textile 
industry," he added. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh said a 
Palestinian worker earned 
an average daily wage of 
$14 in the West Bank, $11 
in Gaza Strip and $2S in 
Israel. 


Oman shelves 
Dubai gas project 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The Gulf state of O man has 
abandoned plans to supply 
natural gas to neighbouring 
Dubai because of its limit- 
ed gas reserves, Oman’s oil 
minister said in press com- 
ments. 

Said Ibn Ahmad A1 Shan- 
fari said bis ministry had 
considered plans to provide 
the main Gulf trade centre 
with natural gas through a 
pipeline. 

“We would like to do so 
but our limited reserves 
have blocked this project,” 


he told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) economic 
weekly Emirates Today. 

"Our reserves do not 
cover local needs and 
exports at the same time. 
But we hope to find more 
gas in future so we will 
carry out such projects,” he 
said. 

The U.S. company pro- 
moting the pipeline, 
AMOCO, said last month 
that the project had been 
put on hold because Oman 
wanted to concentrate on a 
gas liquefaction scheme. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Suitable for diplomatic mission. Consists of 3 
bedrooms (one master), fully-equipped kitchen, 
salon, dining room and sitting room, telephone, 
central heating, garage and garden with trees. 
Location: Hanoti-AI Jandaweel. 

Annual Rent: JD7.000 

Please call Tel. 8631 60 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 — , am as, amat 
4 Goddess of 
Olympus 
8 Box 

13 Grandparental 

14 Skating 
maneuver 

15 Helped 

16 Malicious 
destruction 

18 Spoke with 
enthusiasm 

19 Enroll 

20 Pore of a leaf 

22 Some 

23 Ogle 

25 — example (be 
a model) 

27 Beau— - 
29 At the peak 
32 Faithless one 
37 Harangue 

39 Enjoyed avidly 

40 Spigot 

42 Theater stalls 

43 Stephen King 
novel 

45 Most verdant 

47 PartofTAE 

48 Pure 
50 Solo 

52 Diabolical 
58 Heir 
60 Let 

62 "Don Giovanni," 
0-9- 

63 Name 

65 Canadian city 

67 New York dty 

68 ‘ — Brute?" 

69 Mysterious 
poem 

70 Property 

71 Aerie 

72 Vane letters 
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DOWN 
— garde 
Horse blanket 
Senior 

Shakespearean 
prince 
Current 
Whafs left 
Not quite 

8 Gem weight 

9 Inlet 


by Florence C. Adler 

10 Benefit 

11 Adolescent 

12 Whirlpool 

13 Birds: Lat. 

17 Roses — red 
21 Have a session 
24 Turkish chief 
26 Brother of 

Moses 
28 Platform 

30 Works by 
Pindar 

31 Annoying one 

32 Worthless, 
biblically 

33 And others: 
abbr. 

34 Don Quixote's 
creator 

35 Rustic 

36 Before cure and 
gram 

38 -de-France 
41 Introduces 
44 Slave of yore 
46 Epoch 

49 Everlasting bliss 
51 Fragrant, old 
style 
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All rights reserved. 


53 In addition 

54 River of 
Venezuela 

55 Birthmark 

56 Papas 

57 Maintenance 


58 Portico 

59 Some paintings 
61 Glut 

64 New Guinea 
port 
66 Snip 














II 

■■npHi 

mm 


■ 





— — — ' ' , -y 

• it' 

-1- 


m 



- 

pi- 

S \ m 

’[ | 
V *•*• 

>> 













The Business of Information 

: . 

; L ; - 
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27/07/97 17:10 
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12.3322 

14396 

11.97 

- 

1248 

506044 

04294 

mii 

Emirates Dinar 

QJT2Z 

0.1931 

1.0212 

0.1027 

04910 


- 

41945 

04210 

■vn 

lebanese/1000 


0j4607 

24370 

ED 

24648 

0.1976 

'24864 

- 

2.1979 

i^lll 

Egyptian 


020S6 

1.1086 

0.1115 

1.0760 

Ej 

14856 

45449 

- 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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■ ■ 

HE2S3E1S 

SMS 

ms 

mss 


mm 

■ III 


19.22 

19.11 

y-’-m 

SA Riyal 


04666 

04903 

0.16042 

04046 

31.1633 

■ IK 


19.68 

19.68 

HH 

AE Dirham 

04723 

040073 

0.16383 

041319 

31.6248 


■225 

19.22 

19.11 


KW Dinar 

34881 

6.04595 

1.97824 


38442 

■Ilf 

j?:' • 

17.13 

17.13 

H ^ 

BH Dinar 

04770 

447805 

1.59591 

442576 

309481 

■ Ilf 

Mr* 

KS1 

192JKJ 


CY Pound 

14533 

34073 

1.1144 

24105 

216421 

■ Ilf 


Metal Prices 






Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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Gold (oz*s) 

325X5 

32535 



Month 

Mbhtiis 

css 

EBB- 


■IIL 

• Silver (oz's) 

4.33 

445 


ESI 

543 

542 

5.71 

541 

5.90 

■III 

Platinum (ox’s) 

423.8 

4264 


ESI 

6.75 

6.93 

745 

7.12 

740 

l|| "^1 ■ B p 

AL (3 Months) 

1682 

1687 


ta 

046 

0.6S 

0.68 

043 

0.75 


CU (3 Months) 

2382 

2387 


DEM 

343 

346 • 

3.18 

3.12 

344 

■lie 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1625 

1630 


FRF 

343 

348 

348 

346 

344 

| IBI 

Lead (3 Months 

653 

656 


CHF 

143 

143 

140 

149 

145 

[■IIP 

Nf (3 Months) 

7200 

7250 

m lii 

m_ 

648 

640 

6.70 

641 

641 
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Main Equity Indices 
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Hr 

New York 

DOW JONES 

811344 


-349 

444 

8157.11 

DU 

8116431 


Newyork 

SSP500 

938.79 


-149 

4.16 

94545 

93649 

94048 

Ilf 

London 

FT-SE 100 

48514 



-114 

443 

48814 

48344 


£191 Bit 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

2038944 


10341 

041 

i . 1 l 

20303.7 

202864 

>1IIE 

Paris 

CAC40 

302544 


5241 

1.76 


298746 

297343 

H Ilf" 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

431744 


-18.1 

442 

435049} 

43Cte48 

4335.74 

oIIl 


horoscope 
forecaw' 
for MONDAY 
,mY2JLw’: 
By Thomas S. Pierson 
Astrologer, Cantf? 
Righter Foundation 

(March 21 tn 

Apnl 19) Labour on tm 

jug your accounts^ 

beter ordet Your maS 

may need today Z* 
special attention fr^ 

y«L You should avoj^ 

P™ 1 ™ lt acquaintance 

later this evening who has 
different motives. 
TAURUS: (April 20 tn 
May 20) Give you sup- 
port today to a clo£ 
friend who is doing some 
great aod selfless career 
activities for the comnm- 
nity. You should not take 
any financial risks later 
this evening or a difficult 
situation could develop 
'"’“’MINI: (May 21 to 


ones who cbufci 


o b 

the town with your 


If 


close friend 
thoughtless 


money 
ns. and 


later this 
also while 


today, so you 
should not invite any 
guests in until the aspects 
are more favourable. Be 
careful of a scheming fel- 
low associate, and protect 
your assets, so you will 
have . some in an emer- 
gency. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Financial 
matters require more 
attention than usual 
today. Be very careful in 
motion of any kind, how- 
ever. especially while dri- 
ving on the highway. 
Later this evening will be 
good for seeing knowl- 
edgeable people. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get 
your small chores out of 
the way early today, since 
later you may have to 
handle a vitally important 
business matter. Later this 
evening will be good for 
meeting with fellow asso- 
ciates and make a plan of 
action for success. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Avoid any friends who 
seem to be in a strange 
mood later this evening. 
With tiie assistance of a 
trusted adviser today. you 
can score big financially 
and thereby have some 
extra fund so that you 
don’t become short. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Use 
tact in reconciling a diffi- 
cult situation between 
yourself and a close 
friend. Spend the evening 
relaxing at home with 
your mate and your loved 
ones, thereby you can be 
prepared for the next few 
hectic days. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Be 
sure to handle ail business 
matters carefuly today, 
since later this evening 
you may be asked to 
explain your actions. 
Think before you speak, 
thereby you won’t say 
anything which could be 
mis-interpreted. 

PISCES: (Februaiy 20 to 

March 20) If a new ven- 
ture is to be successful 
today, be sure you have 
all the background infor- 
mation before you acL 
You should not do any p 
thing to upset your mate 
later this evening, thereby 
avoiding any difference? 
of opinion. 

Birthstone of 
Pearl — Roby — 
Tiger’s Eye 
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Jordan Times, Monday, July 28, 1997 


Insurance companies likely 
to announce merger this week 


By team Qadaraani 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — U is almost 
certain that the Yarmouk 
Insurance and Reinsurance 
Company (YIRC) and the 
Arab Union Imernationai 
Insurance Company (AIIC) 
will agree to merge this 
week in order to raise their 
capital to J02 million in 
line with the provisions of 
the new insurance law 
which wiH come into effect 
as of Oct I. 

The merger decision will 
be announced after ensuring 
the approval of the general 
assemblies of both compa- 
nies. 

The general assembly of 
the AIIC will convene an 


extraordinary session today 
to decide on the merger, 
while the YIRC will follow 
suit soon. 

The Yarmouk company, 
with 6 capital of JD 1 mil- 
lion ami the .Arab Union 
with a capital of JD 
SOO.OOO, hope to he able to 
raise their capital to JD 2 
million by using part of the 
voluntary reserve to cover 
the JE> 200,000 difference. 
Observers expect that both 
companies will gain addi- 
tional strength by combin- 
ing their assets to reach 
approximately JD7 million. 

The Jordanian Insurance 
Federation companies has 
requested the Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and Supply 
to extend the Oct. 1 dead- 


line for another year, but no 
response has been received 
so far by the ministry. 

By demanding that the 
deadline be extended for 
another year, insurance 
companies seek to make up 
for the losses of about JDS 
million incurred last year as 
a result of a drop in the 
overall insurance premi- 
ums, an increase in the 
number of insurance com- 
panies, and the stiff compe- 
tition in a limited market. 

In a bid to raise their cap- 
ital, in case their negotia- 
tions with the ministry on 
the extension of the dead- 
line fail, insurance compa- 
nies withheld profits and 
did not distribute any to 
shareholders. 


Total CBJ assets 
rise to JD3.32 billion 


By Abdul Snlam Gharaibeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Total Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) assets at the end of Iasi 
month amounted to JD5.32 billion, an 
increase of 3.5 per cent over the month 
of May when the total stood at JD3.20. 
However, ihc total assets at the end of 
June was lower by 3.3 per cent than the 
total at the end of June 1 996 and 2.8 per 
cent lower than the total assets regis- 
tered at the end of December 1996. 

The total assets in Jordanian currency 
amounted to JD1 . 10 billion at the end of 
last month, but out of this amount near- 
ly JD406.3 million were government 
bonds and securities, JD676. 4 million 
advances and discounted bills. JD7.4 
million shares of local financial institu- 
tions and JD121.9 million of others 
assets. 


Gold reserves at the CBJ were esti- 
mated at JD141.5 million, an increase 
of 1 .6 per cent over the same period of 
Iasi year. 

The CBJ reserves of foreign and con- 
vertible currency amounted to JD1.1 
billion in cash and JD56. 9 million in 
foreign bonds, JDI9S.7 million in trade 
exchange assets, JD692.5 million in 
shares of international and regional 
financial institutions, and 31.5 million 
dinars in non-convertible foreign cur- 
rency. 

The total off-balance sheet irems 
totalled JD245.3 million. 

The total amount of issued currency 
was JD1.04 billion, current accounts 
and deposits in Jordanian currency 
totalled JD1.6 billion and current 
accounts and convertible foreign cur- 
rencies amounted to JD446.5 million. 



Rent-a-car insurance seen 
as ‘continuing losses’ 

** RAOUF ABU Jaber, president of the Jordan 
insurance Federation, described the insurance on 
“rent-a-car^ vehicles as “continuing losses” and 
called for putting additional conditions on this type 
of business. He said there is no justification for an 
exaggerated rise in the number of rent-a-car offices 
noting that the accidents involving the vehicles of 
those offices are many and deaths resulting from 
sudi accidents are increasing. Dr. Abu Jaber saw a 
need to have an age limit for anyone wishing to 
rent and drive a car and to minimise the number of 
rental offices. 

Commenting on the increase in the number of 
Insurance companies in the market and the require- 
ment to raise the capital to at least JD2 million for 
each company. Dr. Abu Jaber said the capital of 13 
companies operating with a JD2S million capital 
will nearly double upon adjusting to the require- 
ment of capital increase. 

“Since the insurance law was amended, the num- 
ber of companies became 25. carrying a nominal 
capital of JD62.4 million of which JD33.2 million 
has been paidup and the rest is being settled,” the 
federation president indicated. He said that a gross 
premium of about JD78 million was collected in 
1995 but the amount increased to JD85 million. 
However, he added, the volume of premiums is low 
compared to the number of companies operating in 
a tight market. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said that the new companies which 
entered the market did not achieve any profit and 
have posted operational losses that varied from 
one company to another with most of the money 
going to build up obligatory technical reserves. He 
expected varied but limited reserves in 1997 due to 
the tight market and the stiff competition. 

Observers are more inclined to say that “the com- 
panies will eat each other" and close 1997 with 
general losses. The observers even see the merger 
option for some of the main shareholders as 
unfavourable as that would entail losing senior 
posts and other advantages (AJ Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. By Gbsbergen 





“I get a raise every summer if I promise 
not to join the company softball team.” 


Unscramble these tour Juntotes. 
one tetter to each square, to term 
feur ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAM£ 
by Hand Arnold and MHm AigMon 

I haven't gone out al etay_ 

/ 


i KEJ 

IOR 



□ 

C 



MERIG 


— r y s 

_ 

U 


HACING 


□ 

□ 



in 


BOIFLE 


r 


H 


WHAT A MOP6RN 
HOMEMAKER CAN 
GET STUCK IN. 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Vbsterday’s 


(Answers tomonw) 

jumaes: VALET NAIVE GENTRY WIDEST 
drawer How trombone practice left the famfly - 
■EAR-fWED' 


HOUSING BJW* CENTER MW* - SKtSlSANX 
TELEPHONE ■ 607171 J 607179 

ORGANIZES MARJLST SHAKE PRICE LIST FOR SCbOAT 27/C7/1997 



PfcST 1} 
HIGH 

MONTHS CXm-ASY ■ S NAME 

T&T 

r / e 

DIV. 

NO. 

or 

TRANS. 

no. or 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

PRICK 

OUNCE 

ase.ooo 

214. SOO 

AJIAH 3A«K 

13.2 

1.38 

4 

120 

34700 

291. DC 

289. CO 

2.33- 

a a. mo 

1.680 

jGR.ii.vrxuNAL nr. . 

C 

0.00 

17 

6975 

14439 

2.07 

2.07 

. 

3. GOO 

2.760 

BAN* Or JORDAN 

6.5 

0.00 

4 

SbSO 

17359 

j.:c 

3.10 

_ 

2^ 400 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL OKV.BX. 

8.1 

7.72 

3 

165C 

3614 

2.19 

2.19 

- 

5.700 

4.400 

THE MOUSINC 0K. 

14.3 

J.99 

1 

250 

1215 

4.67 

4.86 

.01- 

4.180 

2.440 

JOB. KUWAIT RANK 

10.4 

0.00 

5 

1303 

3744 

2.07 

2.93 

.06* 

1.050 

.760 

JON. CULT BANK 

4.6 

9.09 

14 

25209 

19411 

.77 

.77 

_ 

1.800 

3.000 

JOfl.TNV.riN.8AMR 

21.3 

D.QU 

IB 

4341 

14315 

3.19 

3.32 

.03* 

2.460 

1.000 

9EIT.AL-HAL ( bMTNA) 

.7 

1J.I6 

2 

550 

627 

1.14 

:.i4 

_ 

1.440 

.850 

PH1LAUBL- INV.BX. 

9 

0.00 

4 

135C 

1283 

.96 

.95 

.01- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS ItViEXl 224 

.02 >CMC: 

-0.49 

73 

47360 

110762 




2.470 

2.150 

GENERAL ARAD TNSUR. 

13.5 

7.41 

; 

294 

662 

2.30 

2.25 

.05- 

2.260 

1.590 

JOR rRXNCH INSUR. 

4.5 

12.50 

1 

200 

320 

1.60 

1.60 

“ 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX! 113.79 *CHC: 

0.00 

3 

• -494. 

982 




1.820 

1.500 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

8.0 

6.06 


509 

839 

1.65 

1.65 


2.750 

2.150 

SHIPPING LIKES 

16.0 

4.73 

6 

15400 

42350 

2.75 

2.75 

_ 

1.550 

.930 

NATL. PORTTOLIO 


0.00 

6 

614 

872 

1.44 

1.43 

.02- 

1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE IMV. 

12.2 

6.82 

3 

1200 

1053 

. B7 

.88 

.01* 

.810 

.480 

JORDAN IHTL .TRAD. 

26.2 

0.00 

2 

1150 

587 

.51 

.51 

- 

1.890 

1.170 

NID. EAST HOTELS 

18.3 

0.00 

7 

31300 

36320 

1.18 

1.20 

’.02* 

3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL. 1NV.EDDC. 

7.7 

0.00 

2 

300 

885 

2.95 

2.95 

— 

1.220 

.930 

XARXA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

3 

1030 

967 

.94 

.94 

- 

2.210 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.0 

6.55 

4 

950 

1599 

1.69 

1.68 

.01- 

1.010 

.640 

ONION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

5 

20S0 

1312 

.66 

.64 

.02- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX I 108.10 »CBS: 

-0.06 

40 

54503 

86783 




4.450 

3.100 

JOR. CEMENT rACT. 

26.7 

2.76 

20 

6118 

24433 

4.00 

3.96 

.04- 

4.140 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

11. 0 

2.53 

4 

963 

3B04 

4.00 

3.95 

.05- 

7.050 

4.960 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

14.8 

3.15 

2 

1050 

6668 

6.45 

6.35 

.10- 

10.250 

9.040 

JOR. PETROL. RXr I HART 

9.4 

9.15 

17 

1403 

13610 

9.70 

9.71 

.01* 

1.470 

1.050 

UOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.8 

B.OO 

2 

5250 

6548 

1.19 

1.25 

.06* 

3.260 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL □OHM.AGR. 

9 

0.00 

4 

725 

1232 

1.70 

1.70 

— 

4. IDO 

1.040 

ARAB PRARM. MANE. 

11.0 

4.99 

. 18 

3852 

15418 

3.99 

4.01 

.02* 

7.250 

5.710 

JOR -CERAMIC XND. 

6.2 

3.33 

2 

520 

3116 

6.05 

5.00 

.05- 

2.930 1.990 

GENERAL MIRING 

9 

0.00 

6 

50000 

108000 

2.20 

2.17 

.03- 

5.650 - 

4.300 

OAR ALDAWA DV. IHV_ 

13-0 

4.72 

3 

900 

4768 

5.30 

5.30 


3.850 

2.400 

ARAB ALUM. XND. 

5.8 

•10.12 

5 

1000 

l. 2464 

2.4b 

2.47 

.01* 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

9.5 

0-00 

2 

1200 

C 542 

.46 

.45 

.01- 

1.310 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER COMV.TRD. 

31.5 

0.00 

4 

1750 ’ 

1803 

1.03 

1.03 

■> 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL XBDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1200 

612 

.51 

.51 

— 

1.290 

.510 

INTERNED . PKTRO . CHXM . 

9 

0.00 

8 

3000 

1590 

.54 

.53 

.01- 

4.820 

4.510 

JOR . DB1. INDS . 

19.4 

4.19 

8 

6SOOO 

321980 

4.73 

4.77 

.04* 

.990 

-530 

JOR. ROCKWOOL IMDS . 

9 

0.00 

6 

3250 

1928 

.59 

.59 


2.980 

1.520 

UN IV. CHEN. IKDS. 

14.0 

6.45 

1 

100 

155 

1.55 

1.55 


.940 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

42 

26725 

17207 

.63 

.64 

.01* 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM.CHEM. 

17.5 

5.11 

7 

1629 

2229 

1.35 

1.37 

.02* 

1.430 

.7*0 

KAKTHER INVEST. 

72.9 

0.00 

1 

200 

148 

. 7S 

.74 

.01- 

2.020 

1.080 

UN IV . MOON. IMDS. 

P 

.22 

56 

84750 

98865 

1.13 

1.16 

.03+ 

1.510 

1.000 
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Al Ra’i boosts 
profit by 78 % 

By Samir Ghawi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A decline in the international prices of paper 
reflected positively on the performance of the Jordan Press 
Foundation Company with production costs of publishing 
the Arabic daily Al Ra’i and the Jordan Times dropping by 
11.4 per cent. 

Taking into consideration that newspaper sales rose by 1 8 
per cent and that income from advertisements remained at 
the high level posted at midyear of ‘96, the operating prof- 
it surged by 54.5 per cent rising from JD0.9S million 
recorded at the end of June of last year to JDl .52 million at 
the end of last month. 

According to the balance sheet as of June 30, 1997. 
newspaper sales increased from JDl. 09 million to JDl. 28 
million and earnings from ads stayed at the mid-year 1996 
level of JD3.3 million. As such the gross earnings amount- 
ed to JD4.58 million at midyear ‘97 compared to JD4.43 
million at the end of June 1996. With production costs 
falling from JD3.46 milli on to JD3.06 million and after 
taking into account other income and expenses the net 
profit stood at JDl .14 million, 7S.4 per cent higher than (he 
JD0.64 million net profit posted at the end of June 1996. 

Other figures shown in the balance sheet as of June 30. 
1997 were a decline in the company’s indebtedness to 
banks, as total credits fell from JD0.99 mil Lion ar the end 
of June 1 996 to only JDl 7.372, and a rise in bank deposits, 
which climbed from about JD7.000 at the end of June 1996 
to around JD 1 . 1 0 million. 

The short-term portion of a long-term debt also fell from 
JD500.000 to JD250.000. 

Current liabilities declined from JD2.7 million to JDl. 41 
million, and current assets from JD6.62 million to JD5.98 
million mainly due to a drop in inventory of raw materials 
by about JDl. 79 million. 

Fixed assets stood at JD6.62 million after deducting 
accumulated depreciation noting that the value of the fixed 
assets was JD6.93 million at the end of June 1996. 

Total shareholders equity increased from JDl 0.37 mil- 
lion to JD 10.94 million, of which JD1.23 million were in 
obligatory reserves, JD1.S5 million in voluntary reserves 
and JD4.50 million in allowances of share issuance. 

Switzerland found most 
expensive country in Europe 


BERN (AFP) — Switzer- 
land is the most expensive 
country in Europe and is 
beaten only by Luxem- 
bourg in terms of gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
per person, a Federal Statis- 
tics Office study issued 
here said. 

Switzerland in 1995 
scored 143.3 points against 
a European average of 100 
points on prices covering 


the entire range of its goods 
and services, the study said. 

Denmark ranked as the 
second dearest country, fol- 
lowed by Norway and Ger- 
many while Greece and 
Portugal were at the bonom 
of the price league. 

Luxembourg had the 
highest level of GDP per 
capita calculated in dollars, 
with Germany, Austria and 
France trailing Switzerland. 


Syrian delegation displays 
medical products in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Rep- 
resentatives of Syrian med- 
ical and pharmaceutical 
companies are in Baghdad 
for a business fair marking a 
further wanning of ties 
between Iraq and Syria, the 
press has repotted. 

Around 40 Syrian compa- 
nies are taking part in the 
three -day fair from Sunday, 
an event made possible by 
the improvement in relations 
between Baghdad and Dam- 
ascus since May. 

Syrian delegation leader 
Nael Al Nabulsi said in 
remarks to newspapers that 
the Syrian companies want- 
ed to secure contracts to sell 


medical supplies to sanc- 
tions-hit Iraq. 

Syria and Iraq, which are 
ruled by rival wings of the 
Baath Party and severed ties 
in 1980, reopened their bor- 
der to businessmen in June 
after a closure of 15 years. 

Iraq, under sanctions 
imposed after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, has 
asked for U.N. approval to 
import goods through the 
Syrian border under an oil- 
for-food deal. 

A delegation of Iraqi 
industrial leaders is due in 
Damascus in the next few 
days to examine ways of 
boosting trade. 
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most successful 


participation in Pan- Arab Games 

Kingdom adds 2 more medals as Egyptian athletes test positive 


By Aleen Bannayan 

J, >riitin Times Staff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM'S DELE- 
GATION to the Sth Pan- 
Arab Games returns home 
Monday capping the best 
Jordanian participation to 
date since the event was first 
held in 1953. 

The record-breaking par- 
ticipation was sealed with 
the soccer team's gold 
medal 1-0 win over Syria 
Sunday night (see story on 
page 1). 

Jordan took a total of 39 
medals including 10 gold, 8 
silver and 2 1 bronze medals 
in the two-week-long event 
as 94 men and 33 women 
athletes competed in 14 of 
the 20 events. 

The Kingdom's athlefes 
gained more sold medals in 
Beirut than in the past 7 
Pan-Arab Games altogether. 

Although the Games have 
been held only seven times 
since 1953. Jordan partici- 
pated in all past Pan-Arab 
Games gaining a total of 49 
medals including 7 gold, 16 
silver. 26 bronze (see 
Jordan's record in table). 

Jordan's 187-strong dele- 
gation also included 27 offi- 
cials, 20 coaches and 13 ref- 
erees who left following the 
end of their respective 
events. The karate, soccer, 
taekwondo and wrestling 
teams in addition to the 
media and delegation man- 
agers were the last to leave 
following Sunday's closing 
ceremony. 

In line with international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the first time 
since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1953. 

ALI gold medallists were 
tested for performance- 
enhancing drugs, in addition 
to one other competitor 
selected in a draw in each 
event. 

Jordan added two gold 
medals Sunday after six 
positive drug tests of ath- 
letes from various countries 
disqualified the winners and 
Jordan’s two silver medal- 
lists took the gold. 

In the teakwondo 58-kiIo- 


Jordan’s record In past Pan-Arab Games (number of 
competing countries in parenthesis in overall rank) 


Silver 


Bronze 


gramme category, Egypt's 
Adel Mohammad was 
stripped of his gold and 
Jordan's Raed Naji took the 
gold and in the 69-kilo- 
gramme Graeco-Roman 
wrestling Egypt's Majdi 
Mahmoud was also stripped 
of his gold and Jordan’s 
Abdul Hakim Abu Sneineh 
took the gold. 

Also testing positive and 
disqualified were Saudi 
Arabia’s weightlifter 
Abdul lah Seif, Egypt's 
gold-medal winning volley- 
ball team. Syria’s silver- 
medal winning basketball 
team was also disqualified 
when star player Anwar 
Abdul Hay refused a drug 
test. Saudi Arabia had won 
the gold, the UAE hence 
took silver. Lebanon the 
bronze. 

On the sidelines of the 
competition, Jordan 

received approval to host 
the 9th Pan-Arab Games in 
2001. Kuwait was chosen as 
a substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. 

Minister of Culture and 
Youth Qassem Abu Ein told 
Jordan Television Sunday 
that preparations of the 
2001 Games would start 
immediately. 

“We will start working on 
the necessary infrastructure 
for hosting the Games in 
Amman,” the minister said. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
3,000 athletes from 19 
countries took part in the 
Beirut Games and only 


Somalia and the Comoros 
were absent making it the 
largest gathering of Arab 
youth since the event was 
last held in Syria in 1992. 

Twenty events were con- 
tested excluding kick-box- 
ing, handball, gymnastics, 
body-building, hockey, div- 
ing and water polo for tech- 
nical and financial reasons. 

Jordan did not participate 
in cycling, te nnis and vol- 
leyball. and contested ath- 
letics, basketball, karate, 
swimming. taekwondo, 
table tennis, boxing, eques- 
trian, fencing, soccer, 
weightlifting, judo, 

freestyle and Graeco- 
Roman wrestling and shoot- 
ing. Other events at the 
Games included golf and 
yachting. 

Jordan’s results and 
medals were the best in the 
history of past Arab Games 
participations. 

The Kingdom’s taekwon- 
do team was one of the 
most impressive earning a 
total of 13 medals. 

In the women’s event, 
Zaha Talhouni and Alisar 
Malar took golds for Jordan 
as Nancy Hindi took silver 
and Fatima Sayyad and 
Ahl am Bino bronze. 

In the men's competition, 
Hussein Tahleh and Raed 
Naji took gold, Ali Asmar 
and Mohammad Abui Ruz 
silver and Shadi Abu Taieb, 
Daoud Matar, Ibrahim Aqel 
and Mohammad Nawwaf 
bronze. 

The boxing and athletics 
teams also secured 10 
medals altogether. 


Berger wins German Grand Prix 


HOCKENHEIM. Gemiany 
lAFPi — Austrian veteran 
Gerhard Berger drove his 
Benetton-RenauU to an emo- 
i.onal \ielory in Sunday \ 
German Grand Prix at 
Hockenheim. 

Bciger. at 37 ihc oldest dri- 
ver in Formula One. overtook 
Italian Giancarlo Fisichella’s 
Jordan with 1 1 laps remain- 
ing and went on to score his 
first Formula One victory 
cilice his triumph in the same 
race in 1994 — when he was 
driving for Ferrari. 

World Championship 
leader Michael Schumacher 
of Germany was second in ‘a 
Ferrari, more than 17 seconds 
in arrears, with Mika 
Hakkinen of Finland a distant 
third in a McLaren. 

Berger, on pole position for 
the first time in almost two 
years, scored his 10th career 
victory in 203 races after 
enduring two months of mis- 
ery. 

He was making a comeback 
after missing the last three 
races following a painful 
sinus operation and the death 
of his father Johann in a light 
plane crash two weeks ago. 

Berger, who will be 
replaced by Fisichella at 
Benetton nexL year, drove a 


dominant race as he made up 
for his disappointment at 
Hockenheim last year. 

Berger led with three laps 
remaining last year when his 
engine blew in a cloud of 
smoke. 

His triumph this year, in 
front of a crowd of over 
140.000. was the first Grand 
Prix win for Benetton in 
almost two years. 

“I felt I had something spe- 
cial at my disposal this week- 
end. a special power.” said 
Berger. 

The Austrian led from the 
start and built up an impres- 
sive early lead. He pitted after 
1 6 laps, conceding the lead to 
Fisichella in the Jordan- 
Peugcot but regaining it after 
Fisichella himself pitted. 

When Berger had to pit 
again with 1 1 laps remaining 
he led by 20 seconds — but it 
was not enough and 
Fisichella edged narrowly 
into the lead. 

Berger passed Fisichella on 
the inside almost immediate- 
ly — and was not headed 
again. 

Fisichella lost his left rear 
tyre when it shredded with 
six laps remaining, wrecking 
his chances of winning. He 
was ultimately classified 


11th. 

Beiger clocked lhr 20min 
59.046sec over 45 laps of the 
6.823km (4.239 miles) 

Hockenheim circuit, a total of 
307.022km (190.755 miles). 
He averaged 227.477kph. 

Schumacher increased his 
lead in the Drivers' 
Championship as he seeks his 
third world title. 

Schumacher now has 53 
points to the 43 of his closest 
rival Jacques Villeneuve of 
Canada, whose Willi ams- 
Renault team had a disastrous 
race. 

Villeneuve, winner of the 
British Grand Prix two weeks 
ago at Silverstone, never seri- 
ously threatened and dropped 
out after spinning off the 
track as the race entered its 
final quarter. 

Jamo Trulli of Italy was 
fourth in a Prost-Mugen- 
Honda. Ralf Schumacher of 
Germany fifth in a Jordan- 
Peugeot and Jean Alesi of 
France sixth in the second 
Benetton-RenauJt. 

Ferrari increased its lead 
over Williams-Renault in the 
Constructors’ Championship 
to nine points — 71 to 62 — 
with Benetton-Renault third 
on 46. 


Onfall ranfc 

6th (8) 

6th (10) 

7th (10) 

10th (15) 

6th (11) 

12th (21) 

9th (19) 

5th (19) 


The boxers won two gold 
medals by Mohammad Abu 
Khadijeh and Ayman A1 
Nadi and three bronzd by 
Kamal Abdul Majid, 
Khaldoun Abdul Hameed 
and Basel Hindawi. 

In athletics. Nada Kawar 
won a gold in the discus 
and a silver medal in the 
shot put: Fakhreddin Fuad 
added another gold in the 
high jump: Ala* Abdul Hadi 
won a bronze in the triple 
jump and Amal Matari took 
another bronze in the 
women's marathon. 

In weightlifting, Ayed 
Khawaldeh became the first 
Jordanian to win three 
bronze medals; Amer 
Natour took silver and 
bronze medals in fencing 
and Mousa Khalaf took a 
silver for Jordan in judo. 

In Graeco-Roman 

wrestling, Abdul Hakim 
Abu Sneineh took the gold 
medal in the 69-kilogramme 
category and Ismail Issa A1 
Sheiknadded a silver in 
freestyle wrestling. 

In karate, Na’el Oweimer 
took a silver medal in the 
80-kilogramme category 
while teammate Amid 
Masoud took the bronze in 
the over-SO- kilogramme 
weight 

The women’s karate trio 
of Nawal Bayyari, Azahir 
Zuhdi and Butheina Mahsiri 
won three bronze medals. 

In table tennis, Iyad 
Maknay and Abdul Aziz 
Rida took the bronze in dou- 
bles and added another 
bronze in the team event. 

In women’s basketball. 


► s 
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Jordan finished fourth while 
the men came in 6th. 

In shooting, Khaled 
Naghaway was eliminated 
from the top six qualifying 
positions so were die rest of 
the Kingdom’s swimmers 
whose results were far from 
competitive records. 

Hana Majaj took the only 
swimming bronze medal 
making up for otherwise 
disappointing results by her 
teammates. 

The equestrian team failed 
in the Grand Prix event with 
veteran Hani Bisharat elimi- 
nated in the second round, 
Ra’ed Naser coming in 9th 
and Sin an Nashastubi fin- 
ishing 29tb. 

In the equestrian team 
event, Jordan finis hed at a 
r disappointing 7th place 
r among 8 competing teams. 

Lebanon hosted the Arab 
World’s premier sports 
event for the first time since 
the second And) Games in 
1957. 

But the Games, designed 
to emphasise Arab brother- 
hood, were clouded by 
Lebanon’s refusal to grant 
the Iraqi team entry visas 
for fear of provoking 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Jordan had finished 9th 
overall in the last Pan- Arab 
Games in 1992 with 1 gold, 
6 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976, 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 


Dewulf to contest final 

KITZBUHEL. Austria (AFP) — Belgian Filip Dewulf, a 
French Open semi-finalist earlier this year, continued his 
excellent season Saturday when he advanced to the final 
of the $535,000 ATP Tour day court tournament here. 
Dewulf, seeded 10th, easily beat the 14th seed from 
Spain, Galo Blanco, 6-3, 6-2 in under an hour. He will 
face another Spaniard, Julian AJonso, in the final after 20- 
year-old Alonso, progressing further than ever before in a 
Tour event, beat 15th-seeded Czech Slava Dosedel 6-3. 6- 
4. It was a fine performance from Alonso, playing in only 
his third big tournament. 

Shearer injured in friendly 

LONDON (R) — England striker Alan Shearer could 
miss the start of the English Premier League season after 
injuring an ankle during Newcastle's friendly against 
Chelsea on Saturday. Shearer went to hospital for a pre- 
cautionary X-ray after being taken off on a stretcher in the 
last minute of the march at Everton’s Goodison Park. 

Bayern win League Cup final 

i 

LEVERKUSEN (R) — League champions Bayern* 
Munich warmed up for the start of the Bundesliga with a 
convincing 2-0 win ovjer VFB Stuttgart in the final of the 
new German League Cup tournament on Saturday. 
Bayern went ahead after 57 minutes with a superb shot by 
international midfielder Mario Basler from nearly 30 
metres. New Braziliai>sigiiing Giovane Elber, who joined 
from Cup winners Stuttgart for 12.5 million marks ($6.9 
million), scored Bayern's second in the 71st minute. 
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Sflver medal winner in the 100-metre freestyle competition Noha AI 
gold medal winner Rania AI Alwani both of Egypt (R) and Rola Al 
Lebanon stand on the podium after receiving their awards at the Pan* 
in the Bekaa Valley of Zahleh (Reuters photo) 

Egypt dominates eve 
with 97 gold medal 
Alwani takes record 9th 


BEIRUT (AP) — Egypt 
won one of the two remain 
mg events of the 8th Pan 
Arab Games on Sunday to 
finish on top with 97 gold 
medals. 

Egyptian athletes won the 
men’s karate team event to 
clinch the country's final 
gold on the last day of com 
petition. But it was the 
Egyptian weightlifters, 
wrestlers and sw imm ers 
who led the country's 
medal chase, accounting 
for 65 gold medals during 
the past 15 days. 

Algeria finished second 
with 42 golds and Morocco 
was third, winning 19 at 
the 214 gold medals at 
stake. Egypt’s haul was the 
highest by any country at 
the Arab Games since they 
began in 1953. 

Egypt, , the Arab world’s 
most populous nation, 
started late in the medal 
chase, winning only five 
titles during the first three 
days. 

Its gold rush began on the 
fifth day, when it won 24 
golds in weightlifting. The 
swimmers brought home 
20 golds, nine of then by 
Rama Alwani, known in 
Egypt as die "fish of the 
Nile.” 

Alwani, a 20-year-old 
medical student at the 
University of Alabama in 
die United States, won the 
best athlete award at the 
Games with her feat, which 
broke the record of eight 
golds set by tunisian swim- 
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mer Faren Ghattas at the 
seventh Arab Games in 
Damascus. Syria, in 1992. 

Of the 19 countries that 
participated, only two 

failed to win any medals — 
Djibouti, which had sent 
only one athlete, and 
Mauritania. 

The games were not with- 
out controversy. 

Three more athletes have 
tested positive for drugs at 
the Arab Games, raising to 
six the number of competi- 
tors who have failed doping 
tests, officials said 
Saturday. 

The latest athletes testing 
positive included two gold 
medalists from Egypt and 
Algeria whose judo and 
boxing titles have been sus- 





Hish a m Al-Masri of Syria celebrates after winning four 
gold medals in different swimming events at the Pan - 
Arab Games in the Bekaa Valley, Zahleh (Reuters 
photo) 


".' pehdetf until a finaTqipflg, 
said Osman ; Saad,. chief of 
the Arab Sports Federation. 

The third disqualified 
sportsman is a Kuwaiti ten- 
nis player, Khaled Jamal Al 
Ghorbali, who tested posi- 
tive for a steroid. He did 
not win any medal at the 
July 12-28 Games. 

More names of drug 
offenders were expected 
when test results arrive 
from a Paris laboratoiy, 
Saad said. 

Rida Kazem, the head of 
the Games’ Medical 
Committee, said Algerian 
Noureddine Majhoud test- 
ed positive for a steroid 
furesenide. and Bassel 
Ahmad Al Ghirbawi of 
Egypt tested positive for 
strychnine. 

Although strychnine is a 
highly poisonous sub- 
stance. it has been used by 
athletes in small quantities 
over the centuries to 
strengthen muscles despite 
a ban in international 
sports. 

‘’The amount (of drugs) 
found ... cannot be accept- 
ed under any conditions.' 
Saad told a news confer- 
ence. “God willing, we will 
be able to limit these inci- 
dents and fix the blame.'’ 

Majhoud won the gold in 
the 57-kilogramme categfr 
ry boxing and Al Ghirbawi 
took the gold in 95 -Lilo- 
gramme judo. 

Although Pan-Arab 
Games have been held 
since 1953, drug testing 
was started for the first tune 
this year. So far, a Saudi 
Arabian athlete has been 
stripped of his gold medal 
in discus throw for using a 
stimulant Two women ath- 
letes from Tunisia and 
Syria also tested positive 
and were disqualified- 

In the men's basketball 
final, Saudi Arabia defeat- 
ed Syria 80-61- The United 
Arab Emirates won the 
bronze. 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


CONCORD 


COHCORD "l" 


Kevin Costner & Rene Russo...in 

TIN CUP 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 

COHCORD 

Michael Jordan. .An 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


Nabil & Hishau V 

TEL: 6251551". ’ V-. 


The satirical play 

amnaiaiyaho 

performance starts at 8:30 p-M~ 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 
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Ajax captain Danny Blind (R) shields the baB from Nick Barmby (L) of Everton at 
Goodison Park LiverpooL The two teams are competing in the international pre-sea- 
son tournament (Reuters photo) 

Swain springs 16-1 surprise 


ASCOT (R) — Swain, 
ridden by John Reid, 
sprang a 16^1 surprise to 
win the King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth Dia- 
mond Stakes on Saturday. 

The race featured a 
clash of international 
champions Singspiel, 
Helissio and Pilsudski but 
Swain, the outsider of 
four horses running for 
Sheikh Mohammad, stole 
the show. 

Swain, trained in France 
last year but now in Eng- 
land under the care of 
Saeed Bin Suroor. took 
the running with 300 
metres left in the 12 fur- 
long (2.4 km) showpiece. 

The colt battled on well 
to hold off Pilsudski (6-1 ) 
ridden by Michael Kinane 
and Helissio, the 11-10 
favourite, partnered by 
Cash Asmussen. 

The result was an inter- 
esting contrast to last 
year's Prix De L’Arc de 
Triomphe when Helissio 
trounced Pilsudski with 
Swain in third place. 

Heavy rain during the 
morning had altered the 
Ascot going to soft and 
resulted in a plunge in the 
betting on Helissio. 

The change in the 
ground favoured Swain, 
who outlasted the opposi- 
tion in fine style to under- 
line the horse*s top-class 


credentials. 

Jockey Reid, winner of 
the King George back in 
1978, had never sat on 
swain before but knew the 
horse would stay the dis- 
tance well. 

“I wanted it to be a test 
of stamina.” the Northern 
Irishman said. 

Helissio cut out the 
early running along with 
Kingfisher Mill. the 
mount of British champi- 
on Pat Eddery, in second 
and Swain in third ahead 
of Pilsudski and 
Singspiel, ridden by 
Frankie Dettori. 

Helissio led into the 
straight with Swain by his 
shoulder just ahead of Pil- 
sudski. In a battle royal to 
the line, with four cham- 
pions giving their all, 
Swain held on by a length 
with a length and a quar- 
ter separating second and 
third. 

Singspiel finish fourth 
just "ahead of Shantou 
with Kingfisher Mill fad- 
ing into last of the eight 
runners. 

Swain, now a five-year- 
old, has twice been placed 
in the Arc and also fin- 
ished third in last year's 
Breeders' Cup turf to Pil- 
sudski. 

Godolphin racing man- 
ager Simon Crisford said: 
“We thought there was a 


good race in him but 
maybe the man of war or 
the turf classic at Belmont 
(in the U.S. later in the 
year). We are delighted 
with his performance 
today...He’s a really seri- 
ous top-class race horse." 

Sheikh Mohammad, 
who won the Dubai 
World Cup and the Japan 
Cup with Singspiel, felt 
the changed ground was 
the key to Swain's suc- 
cess. 

“it was a long final two 
furlongs,” said the sheikh, 
previously successful in 
the King George on 
Lammtarra in 1995, 
King's Theatre (1994), 
Opera House (1993) and 
Belmcz (1990). 

Races on the agenda for 
Swain now include anoth- 
er shot ai the Arc and the 
Breeders’ Cup. 

Michael Stoute, trainer 
of Singspiel and runner- 
up Pilsudski, said of the 
latter: “You've got to be 
pleased with a perfor- 
mance like that. He's a 
real brave horse who tries 
his best and ] am sure be 
has been beaten by a 
champion." 


Olympians 
among first 
qualifiers 
at U.S. 
swimming 
trials 


NASHVILLE (R) — The 
United States will have at 
least a few familiar faces 
at the world champi- 
onships next January in 
Perth, Australia. 

The first swimmers to 
qualify for the U.S. team 
Saturday night at the 
PhiUips 66 U.S. National 
Championships were 
1996 Olympians Jenny 
Thompson. Amy Van 
Dyken, Kurt Grote. Jere- 
my Linn, Josh Davis and 
Brooke Bennett. 

The top two finishers in 
each event qualify for the 
| worlds January 8-18. 

The seven-day meet is 
| also serving as selection 
trials for the Pan Pacific 
Games in Japan August 
10- 1 3 and World Univer- 
sity Games August 25-30 
in Sicily. 

Thompson, 24, qualified 
in the 100-metre freestyle. 
Her morning preUminary 
time of 54.95 seconds was 
the fastest time swum in 
the world this year. She 
won in 54.96. 

Van Dyken, 24, the top 
U.S. gold medal winner at 
the 1996 Olympics with 
four, was second in 55.66 
and also qualified. Van 
Dyken said she will skip 
the Pan Pacific’s to con- 
centrate on her training 
for worlds. 

“It will be nice to see 
what the rest of the world 
has in January," Van 
Dyken said. “It will be 
interesting to see how we 
slack up." 

Grote, an Olympic sil- 
ver medallist, won the 
100-metre breaststroke in 
1:01.45. Linn was second ( 
and also qualified. 

Quance won the 400- 
raetre individual medley 
in 4:39.67. 

Davis, winner of four 
1996 Olympic gold 
medals, won the 200- 
raetre freestyle in 1:49. 

Bennett, an Olympic 
800 freestyle gold medal- 
list, won the 1,500-metre 
freestyle in 16:10.93. She 
was attempting to 
become only the second 
woman to swim under 16 
minutes. Three-time 
Olympian Janet Evans 
was the first. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHAfUF 
ATANNAMMRSCH 


TEST YOUR PLAY 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

*AQ3 

9R932 

>>85 

*8752 

WEST EAST 

* J62 *10874 

75 7J74 

0AQJ764 -5 1092 

+ K94 + J 10 6 

SOUTH 
*K95 
7AQI0SS 
OK3 
*AQS 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1*3 20 VS Pwa 

4? Pass Paw Put 

Opening lead: Two of * 

Do you consider yourself a master 
of dummy-play technique? Cover up 
the East and West hands and 
decide how you would play four 
hearts after West has ore rallied in 
diamonds and selects a low spade 
as the opening lead. 

Despite the fan that your king of 
diamonds might be useless, after 
partner freely raises hearts the 


decision lu judge your hand «onb n 
.limp to four hearts cannot be fault- 
ed. Ail that remains is for you to 
autc it. 

The ace of diamonds in surely 
wrong, and quite likely the king of 
clubs as well. If West has only a 
doublcton club, you can draw 
trumps, cash the ace of dute. dear 
the spades ending in dummy, then 
lead a dub to the queen. If that lot.- 
e&, West would be endpiayed. 
Unfortunately, that won’t work as 
the cards lie. 

Best is to win the ipacte in hand. 

draw trumps, then cuah dummy’s 
high spades. Now lead a low dia- 
mond from dummy tuuard the 
king, if the defense is nn the ball. 
East will insert ihe ten nr uinc. but 
you counter by allowing it to Iwld! 

East ran do no better Ilian 
to the jack of dubs. Rise with the 
ace and exit with the king of dia- 
monds tu West's ace! Thai endplays 
West regardless of how many clubs 
the defender holds or which defend- 
er has the king or dub*. Esm-Wti 
can come to no more than two dun- 
mood tricks and one club, since 
West most either take the king or 
club* or give you a ruff-slufT by 
returning one of the other plain 
suits. 

WeD done! I 


APARTMENT FOR SALE 

Furnished/Unfurnished 

200sq.m. Located at Um Utheina, 3/4 
bedrooms, 2 salons, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 
balcony, lift, central heating and telephone. 

Contact Tel.: 814451 


LAND FOR SALE 

1,150 SQ.M. CLASSIFIED A 
COMMERCIAL 
LOCATION: WADI SAQRA 
PLEASE CALL 624822 


Want a BSc or BA in the subject of your 
choice studying in British Universities ? 
We guarantee your acceptance 
if yon study 

THE FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT Al-MA 1 AREF 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGE 
‘ in Amman - no need for 

O or A levels. 10 



Hingis out-slugs Davenport, 
will meet Martinez in final 


PALO ALTO, California 
(R) — Growing finer every 
day, 16-year-old Swiss 
World No. I Martina 
Hingis withstood tbe crush- 
ing groundscrokes of sev- 
enth-ranked Lindsay Dav- 
enport to earn a 6-3, 1 -6, 6- 
2 victory' in die semifinals 
of tbe $450,000 Bank of the 
West Classic Saturday. 

In Sunday's final. Hingis 
will meet sixth seed Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain, 
who won a topspin war of 
attrition .with third seed 
Amanda Coetzer. 

The 1.68 metres, 52-kg 
Hingis stood toe-to-toe 
with the 1.91 metres, 75-kc 
American, successfully 
trading gargantuan cross- 
court backhands and blud- 
geoning the bigger 
woman’s second serve. 

“I’m a little faster, my 
movement is better and my 
strength is improving,” said 
Hingis, who underwent 
knee surgery in the spring 
and w’as out for five weeks. 
“I’m almost feeling J 00 per 
cent again. 1 see the court 
better than I did before." 

it was the fifth meeting 
between tbe two and like 
the previous four, the match 
went three secs. And like 
the last two occasions. 


Hingis stepped it up when it 
appeared Davenport was 
about to blow her off the 
court. 

“In my whole career 1 
have been pretty good in 
three setters.” said Hingis, 
who notched her 22nd 
straight three -set victory 
dating back to the 1996 
French Open. “When it gets 
to the third set I kind of 
expect that the ocher girl 
will get kind of tired or 
something.” 

The 21-year-old Daven- 
port said that while she 
never felt in complete con- 
trol of the match, it was 
there for the taking. 

“The chances were there 
in the beginning of the 
third," the fourth-seeded 
Davenport said. “If you 
don't take advantage of 
them, obviously the number 
one player in the world is 
going to take advantage of 
them and move on." 

The key game in the 
mutch came with the Cali- 
fornian serving at ] -2 in the 
third set. Up 40-0, Daven- 
port squandered numerous 
opportunities to put the 
game away and Hingis 
seized the day, pasting a 
backhand return of serve 
that the American buried 


into the net. 

“You have to win those 
games against her," Daven- 
port said. “1 had a lot of 
momentum and let it stop." 

Hingis added that she was 
sure davenport's roll would 
eventually end. 

“All of a sudden it 
stopped and I knew what 
ihad to do.” Hingis said. “I 
tried the crosscourr fore- 
hand a few rimes and found 
out you should never do 
that against Lindsay. So 
after that T just made her 
move.” 

While Davenport does 
not believe that Hingis is as 
dominant a number one as 
Steffi Graf was. she is 
impressed with the 1997 
Australian and Wimbledon 
champion's ability' to close. 

“Martina can turn it up. 
turns it down and turns it on 
again." Davenport said. 
“Whether she relaxes or 
gets bored 1 don’t know 
what it is. but she can rum it 
on again in the third. 

"That’s one reasoD she’s 
number one. When things 
are going bad. you have to 
have the confidence to turn 
it around. That’s very diffi- 
cult to do. I wish I could do 
it.” 

Martinez sported an 11-1 


record against Coetzer 
entering their semifinal. 
However, Coetzer beat her 
foe for the first lime at the 
French open in may. 

But here, Martinez was 
able to push her opponent 
deep behind the baseline 
with high topspin ground- 
strokes. 

“I dominated pretty 
almost the whole match," 
Martinez said. “We both 
fought a lot in the first set 
bur I pulled it out." 

.After winning the one- 
hour first set. Martinez 
romped over a despondent 
Coetzer. who unusually lost 
her composure at the end of 
the first set. throwing her 
racket and loudly disputing 
two line calls. 

Coetzer said that playing 
Martinez drives her mad. 
“It seemed like I've played 
the same match against her 
over and over again.” the 
South .African said. 

”1 lost my perspective on 
my shot selection as the 
match went on." 

Martinez is 2-0 against 
Hingis and says she is play- 
ing the best she has in a 
year. “If I play my game 
and don't let her play hers, I 
have a pretty good chance," 
Martinez said. 


Courier to face Enqvist in Infiniti final 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Sixth seed Jim Courier 
used his serve to bounce 
error-prone top seed 
Goran Ivanisevic 6-3 6-4 
Saturday night in the 
S303.000 Infiniti Open 
and earn a spot in the 
final against second seed 
Thomas Enqvist. 

“I think I turned it up a 
notch tonight for sure," 
said Courier, who ran his 
record to 7-3 with his 
fifth consecutive straight- 
sets win over the Croat- 
ian. 

“I just came out on top 
of the ball early and I 
don’t think he came out 
sharp. I got on top quick 
and never really let go. 
He never had a break 
point, never even sniffed 
my serve all night.” 

Enqvist swept past 
Frenchman Guillaume 
Raoux 6-4 6- 1 in the 


day's first semifinal. 

"You're gonna see a lot 
of big hitting tomorrow,” 
said Courier, who leads 
the head-to-head series 4- 
1. “Thomas hits the crap 
out of the ball from both 
sides. We definitely will 
go at it for sure. It will 
definitely be a physical 
baseline match for sure." 

Courier sparkled from 
the baseline and surren- 
dered only seven points 
off 10 service games to 
gain his second final of 
the year. 

“I was aware I was 
serving well but you 
can’t afford to sit back 
and pat yourself on the 
back because he's capa- 
ble of ripping four win- 
ners in a row and I was 
only up a break in each 
set. 

Ivanisevic was asked to 
explain what happened to 


his high-powered game. 

"Nothing happened." 
said the world’s third- 
ranked player. “He didn't 
play anything special. He 
didn't have to. 1 made too 
many mistakes and didn't 
have one break chance. 

Ivanisevic said he made 
it easy for his opponent. 
He committed 34 
unforced errors — 22 
more than Courier. “I was 
forcing pretty much the 
serve to hit winners. I 
just wanted to hit ace 
after ace and never 
changed. I couldn't put 
two balls in play from the 
back. It was not the great- 
est day at the office.” 

Enqvist is pleased to 


gain his second Final of 
the year after being side- 
lined for two months with 
a tendon tear of the left 
foot. But the world's 
eighth-ranked player will 
be" satisfied with nothing 
less than a title. 

Enqvist rolled over 
Raoux. who had scored 
consecutive upsets over 
Australian Davis Cup 
players Mark Philip- 
pousis and Patrick Rafter, 
the third and fifth seeds 
here. 

'Thomas played much 
better than me today and 
there’s nothing else I can 
say.” said the 80th- 
ranked Raoux. who fell 
to 1-3 against Enqvist. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Located at Western Amman 
Can be rented annually or monthly "Summer season only.' 
Each consists of 3 bedrooms, maid's room, modem 
equipped kitchen, large salons, garden, verandas, 
telephone and separate facilities. 

For more Information please call Tel. 863117 

For Rent in Um Utheina 

(On yearly basis only) 

FuBy furnished first floor apartment 

Three bedrooms (one master bedroom), satellite 

dish, private parking space & telephone. 

For further information please call 5533234 



t Ife International Softool 

Of Cfumeifat - Amman, Jordan 


* Native Speakers of English * 
for 

KG, Primary, & Secondary English & Social Studies 
. for tbe 1997 - 98 Academic year 
Interested candidates 
Please submit yoar C.V. to : 

- 7 The Administration Office 

on die school premises located 
. near The Arabian Horse Club - Airport Road 
m 079/55097 -079/55098 Fax: 962-6-697905 

Member of On 


SCHOOL (CTWORK 






FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Super deluxe. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, living room, dining room, private 
garage, modem kitchen, American/Italian 
furniture and telephone. 

Location: Western Amman, at the highest spot of 
At Rabia area, behind Chinese embassy. 

Please call: 5526391 — Adeeb 


Location: on a private residential hll, off die main 
road to Q AI. Airport, over looking Maij Alhamam 5 
min drive from the 7th drde. 

Area : 360 Sq. meters, 4 Bed rooms, 3 Bathrooms, 
SitBng room, Dining room, Living room, Entrance, 
Amoffean JGtchen, Breakfast room, 2 Verandas, 
Servants Quarter, UBRty Basement, Water Well, 
Garage and Garden. 

Annual Rent; J.D. 15000. 

; ihiiciu|rlesf 7 


Fully furnished flat. Consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting dining area, kitchen, bathroom, garage, 
telephone and intercom with all other fasilities. 
Location: Shmeisani. 

Please call Tel. 601795 


A company in the field of Industrial and 
Technological Investments & Development 
has a vacancy for a Project Analyst with 
the following qualifications: 

1. Bachelor degree in Engineering, 
Economics or Business Administration 
(preference will be given to MSc 
degree holders). 

2. Minimum five years experience in 
industrial projects development and . 
evaluation, techno-economic feasibility 
studies, project appraisal & follow-up. 

3. Excellent command of English 
language (reading, writing & speaking). 

4. Computer skills. 

Please send resumes no later than two 
weeks from the date of this 
advertisement to Fax No. 682644 or 
P.O. Box 941705 
Amman 11194 Jordan 
Envelops addressed: Project Analyst 
Vacancy 
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Arab League meets to 
discuss nuclear treaty 


CAIRO (AFP) — A commit- 
tee grouping 22 experts from 
the Arab League began meet- 
ing here Sunday to forge an 
accord on eliminating all 
types of weapons of mass 
destruction, including nuclear 
arms, from the Middle East 
“Arab foreign ministers 
decided in 1994 to form this 
committee to finalise a treaty 
project and to permit all coun- 
tries in the Middle East, 
including Israel and Iran, to 
adhere to it, once a compre- 
hensive peace has been estab- 
lished in the region," 
Committee President 

Mahmud Karem told 


reporters. 

Mr. Karem, who is also 
director of the disarmament 
department at the Egyptian 
Foreign Ministry, said that 
during the committee’s five 
previous meetings progress 
had been made in completing 
a treaty. 

This latest two-day meeting 
is aimed at developing a veri- 
fication mechanism ro assure 
that countries are abiding by 
the treaty to eliminate nuclear, 
chemical and biological 
weapons, he said, 

“The Arab countries are 
committed to working to 
establish a just and global 


peace in the Middle East, 
without letting any party 
impose its concept of securi- 
ty," Mr. Karem said. 

Israel, which does not 
adhere to the Internationa] 
Nuclear non-ProIiferation 
Treaty, is considered by for- 
eign weapons experts to have 
several nuclear bombs. 

In response, countries such 
as Egypt and Syria have 
refused to ratify the interna- 
tional convention on the elim- 
ination of chemical weapons. 

Iran and Iraq are also sus- 
pected of tryjng to develop 
weapons of mass destruction. 


AI assails Israeli draft law 
to renege on compensation 


AMMAN ( J.T.J — Amnesty 
International (AT) urged 
members of the Israeli 
Knesset not to pass a draft 
law which will absolve the 
state's responsibility of com- 
pensating human rights vio- 
lations victims. 

In a report sent ro the 
Jordan Times. AI said that 
the draft law is up for debate 
in the Knesset today — the 
Israeli government is uying 
to push the draft law through 
parliament before its recess, 
August 2. 

AI said that many of the 
cases written on by its mem- 
bers involved attacks and 
killings by the Israeli army 
of children who were not 
involved in demonstrations. 

The provisions of the draft 


law will outlaw a vast major- 
ity of compensation claim 
AI said. 

Neither state nor individ- 
ual security service mem- 
bers are liable for damages 
according to the draft law 
which aims at defining most 
of the Israeli Defence 
Forces’ activities as combat- 
ant 

The only exception to the 
overall refusal to pay com- 
pensation will be if a person 
is convicted of intentionally 
inflicting the injury. 

However, hardly any of the 
famili es of those who have 
been unlawfully killed will 
benefit from the exception 
because very few Israeli 
security force members have 
been found guilty of inten- 


tionally inflicting injuries on 
victims. 

The provisions enable 
courts to make exceptions at 
their discretion. 

Amnesty International's 
letter stressed that claims for 
compensation should not be 
subjected to statutes of limi- 
tation — an article in the 
draft law provides that 
notices for compensation be 
submitted within 60 days of 
the act and filed within a 
year. 

If the draft law is approved 
by the Knesset, a victim's 
‘enforceable right’ of com- 
pensation becomes some- 
thing to be granted for spe- 
cial humanitarian reasons — 
in effect, out of charity. 
Amnesty International said. 


Australia presses Israel to pay 
substantially after games disaster 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Israel is 
being pressed to pay greater 
compensation following a 
third Australian death after a 
bridge collapse at the 
Maccabiah Games, games 
officials said Sunday. 

The third victim, 
Elizabeth Sawicki. 47, of 
Melbourne, died at a hospi- 
tal in the northern Israeli 
town of Afula Saturday 
from complications caused 
by swallowing polluted 
water after she plunged into 
the Yarkon River from the 
collapsing bridge on July 
14. 

Australian Maccabiah 
team leader Tom Goldman 
said the figure of $500,000 
which he had sought a few 
days ago was merely an 
interim payment, but much 
more was needed, 

"I have no doubt the final 
payout will be substantial," 
Mr. Goldman told reporters 


as he arrived back in Sydney 
early Sunday. 

“The claim that I spoke 
about the other day was not 
the total claim for compen- 
sation — it was an interim 
payout that I requested from 
the Israeli government. 

“The families of the 
bereaved and those serious- 
ly injured are in need of 
financial assistance now and 
we’ll be doing all in our 
power to make sure that 
there's some compensation 
forthcoming." 

Sawickia’s death followed 
those of Yetty Bennett 50. 
and father of two Greg 
small, 37, who both 

drowned in the river. 

Three of the 43 Australian 
delegation members injured 
in the disaster were still in 
hospital. 

Israeli hospital workers 
said Warren Zines. 56, was 
in critical condition in a Tel 


Aviv hospital, while Frank 
Gaensler. 53, and Sasha 
Elterman. 15, were in a sta- 
ble condition. 

Mr. Goldman said Israel 
had faced so much trauma in 
the past that it had an overly 
relaxed “she'll be right" atti- 
tude to its own self-preser- 
vation. 

“Israel has a ‘she’ll be 
right, mate' attitude toward a 
lot of things and they’re 
probably not so diligent 
when looking after them- 
selves," he said. 

“Perhaps something like 
this will draw their attention 
that it’s just not ‘she'll be 
right mate,’ but they have to 
start looking at the right way 
of doing things.” He said 
Sawicki’s death had caused 
renewed grief among 
Australian team members 
and they would receive fur- 
ther counselling before 
returning to Australia. 


Israeli settlers are now 
more right-wing — poll 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli settlers have 
become more right- 
wing in their views 
and half of them 
said they would 
never accept a gov- 
ernment decision to 
relocate them, 
according to a poll 
published Sunday. 

Two-thirds of 
Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank inter- 
viewed by Bar-1 11 an 
University in Tel 
Aviv reject any gov- 
ernment financial 
compensation in 
exchange for being 
moved as part of a 
peace accord with 
the Palestinians. 

A third of them 
believe that the 
peace process with 
the Palestinians will 
collapse and that the 
Israeli army will 
retake control of the 
towns in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
that have been 
granted Palestinian 
self-rule, 

“These responses 
indicate a sharp shift 
to the right in atti- 
tudes among senlers 
since the Likud gov- 
ernment (of Prime 


Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu) came 
into office," 13 
months ago, said 
Ephraim Inbar, 
direcror of the 
Begin-Sadat Centre 
for Strategic Studies 
atrthe university. 

‘fThe settler public 
believes that Mr. 
Netanyahu will pro- 
tect their interests in 
peace talks," he said. 
“Settlers feel less 
threatened, and 
therefore are more 
defiant in relating to 
eventualities in "the 
peace process.” 

The settlers voted 
overwhelmingly for 
Mr. Netanyahu, who 
backs settlement 
expansion, and 12.5 
per cent said they 
would take up arms 
against the Israeli 
army to prevent a 
forced evacuation, 
up from eight per 
cent in a 1995 sur- 
vey. 

About 145.000 
Jewish settlers live 
in the West Bank, 
excluding Arab east 
Jerusalem, in about 
150 settlement v 


90-year-old 
Israeli kills wife 
for ruining his life 

1 What are you going to 
do to me? Send me to 
prison for? 9 — killer 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 90-year-old 
Holocaust survivor became one of Israel’s 
oldest killers when he murdered his wife 
for giving away his war reparation money 
from Germany, police said Sunday. 

“She was a witch. For decades she 
made my life bitter,” Koppel Paiashnik 
told police after stabbing his 81 -year-old 
wife Hanna to death Saturday in their Tel 
Aviv home. 

“She asked me to take the money that 1 
receive from Germany and give it to her 
children. I didn't agree." he said. 

He said his temper finally snapped 
when she kicked him out of bed in the 
morning. Neighbours heard her screams 
but took no notice as the couple were 
always fighting. 

Paiashmk, who lost his first wife and 
the rest of his family in a Nazi death camp 
in Poland, married Hanna Paiashnik, 
another Holocaust survivor, in 1954 after 
arriving in Israel. 

Hanna, a widow, had three children 
from her previous marriage and accused 
her new husband of refusing to share his 
war compensation with her. 

Paiashnik mocked police when they 
came to arrest him, saying: “What are you 
going to do to me? Send me to prison for 
life?" He has been sent for psychiatric 
tests. 



GREENPEACE DOCUMENTS OUR CHANGING CLIMATE: Photo of Vitus Lake, at the Bering Glader 
in Alaska. The glader has shrunk by 10-12 km in length during the past century, losing 130 sq. km. in 
area. Campaigners from the Greenpeace vessel MV Arctic Sunrise joined U.S. Geological Survey sden- 
tists working on the site and observed thousands of icebergs in the meltwater lake. Vitus Lake, which 
covers 70 sq. km, was formed at the base of the glader by the melting ice. The sKmikine glader is an 
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GIA chief’s body displayed 
on military truck — report 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
body of An tar Zouabri. the 
slain leader of the Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA), was 
displayed on a truck follow- 
ing last week's successful 
army offensive on his hide- 
out southwest of the capital, 
the daily La Tribune report- 
ed Sunday. 

It said Zouabri’s corpse 
was propped up on the side 
of a military truck that was 
part of a convoy. Several 
witnesses who saw the con- 
voy last Thursday identified 
the victim as Zouabri, head 
of the most radical funda- 
mentalist group in Algeria. 

The paper did not say how 
or where Zouabri was shot 


and the state of his body. 

The daily El Watan 
reported Saturday that secu- 
rity officials had confirmed 
that Zouabri died last 
Thursday in a dawn raid on 
his hideout located in a 
mountainous region about 
seven kilometres from the 
town of Hattatba. 

However, there has been 
no official confirmation of 
his death. 

The GIA has denied he 
was killed and said in a 
statement that he was still 
fighting with his troops. 

His reported killing came 
amid a major army offen- 
sive in which more than 100 
Islamist extremists have 


been killed in recent days, 
according to news reports. 

But despite the offensive 
massacres by Islamist 
extremists in isolated vil- 
lages in the region south of 
the capital have continued 
with 23 people reported 
killed overnight Friday in a 
village near Medea. 

The daily El Khabar said 
an armed group stormed a 
community at Sidi Salem, 
massacring the inhabitants 
and kidnapping an elderly 
man. 

Algeria was plunged into 
violence five years ago after 
the military cancelled leg- 
islative elections that the 
now-banned Islamic 


Salvation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win. 

More than 60,000 people 
have since died, many in 
village massacres, assassi- 
nations and bomb attacks, 
while the security forces 
have been accused of tor- 
ture and other excesses. 

The first secretary of the 
Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS), Seddik Dehaili, said 
Saturday that the number of 
dead had topped 1,000 in 
the space of “a few weeks”. 
He appealed to President 
Liaraine Zeroual to inter- 
vene to “stop the massacre” 
of civilians. 


Skyscrapers threaten historic Jerusalem skyline 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The rolling hills 
and white stone buildings of 
Jerusalem are in the process 
of “Manhattanisation" as 
pressure groups and politics 
push the Holy City towards 
skyscrapers and highways. 

Urban planners and envi- 
ronmentalists have joined 
forces to try to stop large 
building projects in the city’s 
western sector which they say 
will ruin the city's historic 
character. 

The Jerusalem municipali- 
ty, led by right-wing Mayor 
Ehud Olmert, lifted regula- 
tions barring tall buildings in 
Jerusalem's downtown three 
years ago. 

Since then, construction of 
10 skyscrapers has been start- 
ed and plans for around 20 
more have been approved, the 
municipality says. 

Mr. Olmert, in defence of 
the build up, has often said 
thar the city's centre “looks 
like a ghost town." 

“If you want to develop the 
city and give life to its down- 
town, there is no choice but to 
build up, considering the pop- 
ulation density in Israel," Uri 
Ben Asher, the chief engineer 
at the municipality, told" AFP. 

High-rise buildings will be 
limited to 25 storeys and will 
not be allowed to “affect the 
historic and religious nature" 
of the city, he said. 

But another urban planner, 
architect. Michael Turner, 
countered: “Building sky- 
scrapers threatens to ruin the 
skyline made by the hills of 
Jerusalem, which have reli- 
gious significance," such as 
the Mount of Olives. 

Mr. Turner explained the 
fever to build upwards by 
nationalist sentiment in the 
city, still largely divided 
between Jews and 
Palestinians even 30 years 
after Israel’s occupation of its 
eastern sector. 

“It’s the Tower of Babel 
syndrome. You build higher 
and higher in order to prove 
that Jerusalem is Jewish,” he 
said. 

Politics has determined 
urban planning in the Holy 
City ever since Israel occu- 
pied and unilaterally annexed 
Arab east Jerusalem in 1967 
anil unveil m “unite” the city 



Skyscrapers spring up behind Jerusalem's Muslim and Christian holy sites, the 
Dome or the Rock (centre) and the Holy Sepulchre (left). The Israeli municipal- 
ity of Jerusalem is pushing ahead with more plans to build skyscrapers but 
environmentalists and architects say it will damage the historic and religious 
character of the city and turn it into a new 'Manhattan' (AFP photo) 


by imposing a Jewish majori- 
ty in both sectors. 

Geographer Shlomo 

Hassan noted that for political 
reasons the municipality has 
refused to draw up a central 
urban plan since 195S. a fact 
which businessmen exploit to 
build high towers. 

“The absence of a plan 
keeps the city's hands free to 
expand eastwards. It also 
suits businessmen who want 
to build without restrictions.” 
he said. 

'The municipality is afraid 
that the Arab population in 
the city will pass the thresh- 


old of 30 per cent, so it’s 
doing its utmost to build up 
the Jewish population, partic- 
ularly richer secular Jews,” 
said urbanologist Meron 
Cohen. 

“But then it runs into pres- 
sure from ultra-Oithodox 
Jews who want more and 
more housing in Jerusalem,” 
he said. 

'The result is they build 
everywhere" he said 

The ultra-Orthodox, who 
also generally belong to the 
poorer sectors of Israeli soci- 
ety, make up less than 10 per 
cent of the lota] Israeli popu- 


lation. but around 28 per cent 
of the Jewish population in 
Jerusalem. 

The Society for the 
Protection of Nature, worried 
by increasing pollution, has 
condemned further destruc- 
tion of wooded valleys, at a 
time when green areas make 
up less than five per cent of 
Jerusalem’s area. Some 30 
per cent of the eastern sector 
has been declared as green- 
belt land but mainly to pre- 
vent Arab construction there. 
Green areas have been used 
to build two Jewish settle- 
ments in the east. 
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President gives 
rave review to 
‘Air Force One’ 

LOS ANGELES (R) _ 
Stepping off Air Force One 
in Los Angeles,; President 
Bill Clinton called a. n6v 
film named after the U8. 
presidential aircraft “Great” 
but said some aspects of it 
were more fiction than &ct 
“It was a very good movie!. 
I thought it was great,” 
Clinton told reporters, say- 
ing he had seen it twice. 
“You guys should watch it,” 
he added The adventure 
movie, starring Harris® 
Ford as the president, 
opened at the weekend 
around the United States. 
When asked how close the 
picture reflected reality, 
Cfinton smd “As - far as 4 
know, there is no escape 
pod” referring to an escape 
capsule described by the 
filmmakers. He also said 
members of the secret ser- 
vice “don’t quite have the 
arsenal"’ depicted 

Over 250 arrested 
in San Francisco 
bicycle rally 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
More than 250 people were 
arrested after a huge San 
Francisco bicycle rally took 
an ugly turn, with some rid- 
ers clashing with police and 
motorists. “It totally got out 
of hand’' San Francisco 
police officer, " Mary 
Heffeman said A route 
through the city was mapped 
out for the estimated 6,000 
riders who took part in the 
rally, held on the last Friday 
of each month to promote 
bicycles as an alternative to 
care. Police planned to escort 
the riders along the designat- 
ed route, to keep car traffic 
away and to let the bicyclists 
pass through red lights much 
like a parade. However, 
thousands of bicyclists 
veered off the planned route 
onto busy streets, bringing 
traffic across San Francisco 
to a standstill. Police arrest- 
ed at least 250 of the rider?. 
One officer described the 
rally as a “madhouse." 

French back child 
curfews — peril 

PARIS (R) — French people 
strongly favour imdnigfat 
curfews for children 
imposed by some towns, 
despite denunciations by the 
Socialist-led government, an 
opinion poll showed 
Saturday. An IFOP poll for 
the weekly journal Du 
Dimanche indicated that 81 
per cent approved curfews 
for youths aged 12 or 
younger from midnight to 6 
a.ra. If not accompanied by 
an adult Just 17 per cent 
opposed the curfews and two 
per cent had no opinion. 

Conservative municipalities 

in Dreux and Gien, west of 
Paris, Sorgues in southern 
France and Aulnay in the 
Paris suburbs have all 
imposed the controversial 
curfews this summer as part 
of an assault on youth crime. 
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